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No124
1st Company Australian Mining Corp

No1 Australian Tunnelling Company
1st ANZAC Entrenching Company
37t & 8t Infantry Battalions



Samuel Hancock was Born in 1891 in Kelloe, Durham to John and Mary Hancock. He was their 6t of 10 children. His
father was a Coal Miner. By 1901 Samuel was aged 11 and one of 5 children in the family home 38 Viceroy Street Seaham
Durham. (demolished)
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In 1911 Samuel is aged 20 and working as a Coal Worker, his father and 2 brothers also Miners. The family are living at 83

Victoria Street Shotton.
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83 Victoria Street Shotton and Father John

In January 1914 aged 23 Samuel Emigrated to Australia sailing from London on the SS Demosthenes, he was noted a farm
labourer. He may have left for economic reasons seeking work opportunities. He was destined for Freemantle.
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SS Demosthenes.
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Having arrived in Freemantle on the 14t February Samuel (Sam) probably sought temporary work before continuing his

journey, what this work was is not known.

5 months later on the 14t July 1914 he boarded the German liner the SS Seydlitz bound for Sydney where they arrived on
the 22nd July 1914. (just days later on the 3rd August the Seydlitz lefd Sydney for South America)
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Having landed in Australia and settled in New South Wales Samuel found work as a Miner, possibly his reason for heading
overseas having been a farm labourer in prior to leaving and in search of hight pay and more stable work, opportunities offered
in Australia.

When war was declare on the 4t August 1914 Samuel had only been in Sydney 13 days and even though he was starting a
new life thousands of miles from his homeland he, like many including his brother's would serve.

His Brother Cornelius, also a Miner enlisted in March 1915 in to the Gloucestersire Regiment (Pioneers) but was discharged
after just 29 days unlikely to become an efficient soldier.

Samuel would enlist on the 18" November 1915. His attestation papers noted his parents address in the UK and his
occupation as a Miner. He was 25 years 10 months old, 5 foot 6 inches with a dark complexion, brown eyes and dark brown
hair.
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MILITARY FORCES.
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He was posted as a Sapper on the 234 November 1915 to No1 Mining Corps at Casula a suburb of Sydney with a service
number 124.
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The Australian Mining Corps was raised within the Australian Imperial Force in August/September 1915. The manning of
that unit specifically included men from the mining industry and allowed enlistment up to the age of 50 to capture the
experienced men.

Men of No1 Company 1st Australian Mining Corps November 1915. Samuel may be in this picture.




Sams papers signed by the Officer Commanding No1 Company
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The 1st Australian Mining Corp remained at Casula training and recruiting through the end of 1915 in to 1916 when they
received orders to proceeded overseas.

The Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney on the 20t February 1916 comprising of 3 Tunnelling Companies, a
Headquarters and the 1st and 2nd Reinforcements.



Before embarking they Parade thorough Sydney.
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On the 20 February 1916 the 1300 officers and men of the Australian Mining Corp boarded His Majesty’s Australian
Transport ( HMAT) Ulysses A38 at Woolloomooloo, Sydney and steamed through the Heads of Sydney Harbour.

Samuel's record shows him embarking on the 20th February 1916.
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HMAT Ulysses A38

The Corps arrived at Marseilles on 5t May 1916, and immediately entrained for Hazebrouck, arriving on the morning of 8th
May, shown on Samuels Records.
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Hazebrouck
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On arrival in France the Australian Mining Corps was disbanded and the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Australian Tunnelling Companies
were raised from the original 3 Compames Samuel was transferred to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company (ATC).
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The Tunnelling Companies (TC) dispersed from Hazebrouck into their respective army and mining sectors in the third week
of May 1916. 1st TC took over operations from the 171st Tunnelling Companies Royal Engineers extending north from the
River Lys outside Armentiéres to Ploegsteert Wood.
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Throughout June the men were working around trenches 88 & 96 to 101 & 123, digging, laying charges and listening for
German tunnellers. Trenches 121 to 127 were to the north east of the Ploegsteert Wood suggesting trenches 88 to 96 further

south towards Armentiéres (Eg diary entry)
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During the autumn of 1916, 1st ATC was engaged in the construction of one of the largest dugouts in the British held sector
of the front. ‘The Catacombs’, or as it was known to the tunnellers, the ‘Wallangarra’ dugout, was excavated at Hill 63 near
Hyde Park Corner, Ploegsteert Wood. The Australian tunnellers worked on it during September and October 1916. Once
complete, it accommodated a full battalion of infantry (over 1,000 officers and men).
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Miners of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company excavating dug-outs in the Ypres sector 1917 (1916 would have looked
similar) and the entrance to ‘Wallangarra’ dugout.




Men of the 1st ATC excavating September 1917. (1916 would have looked similar)

i . : j |
/q' HE0. Gty St 3 Bidepris” D Lotry’ /3 Fof -Gk
/o-t ; G Tirwrity @@l'f‘kfé" 47//0/4#}2’3" /g%;%//—ﬁ :z':;{/

Hill.60

.

5
Ploegsteert:Wood




Hil 60
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At Hill 60 the 1st ATC took over the task of protecting two enormous mines placed 30m below ground by the Canadian
tunnellers known as the ‘Hill 60" and ‘Caterpillar’ mines. The three-level mining system at Hill 60 were in poor shape and the
Australians set about improving drainage and ventilation as well as expansion of the deep mine galleries.

Protecting the mines from the Germans involved the Diggers in ferocious underground fighting. The work was arduous and
exhausting and six months’ service in the tunnels of Hill 60 was regarded as the limit of strain any troops could stand. The
Australian listeners often reported that enemy miners were so close that their tools were shaking the earth in the Australian
tunnel. (e.g War Diary Entries for November and December)
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Samuel spent Christmas 1916 and New Year 1917 in the Hill 60 area and On the 14t January he was sent ‘To Hospital
‘Sick’ this may have been a result of the appalling conditions the men worked in underground.
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On the 15 he was admitted to 4 London Field Ambulance at Brisbane Dump H24b1.7 via Railway Dugouts 121c and
Woodcote Farm 120c4.2. Then on the 20t he was admitted to 47t Divisional Rest Station at Remy Siding with Bronchitis.
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On the 27t he was Discharged and admitted to NM CCS (North Midland Casualty Clearing Station No53) at Bailleul
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On the 4t February Samuel re-joined his unit, the 1st ATC in the field. They were still working maintain and extending the
mines and tunnels around Hill 60, listening for the German tunnels and trying to avoid being found.
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On the 20t February 1917 the men blew several charges in the mines.
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March 24t 1917 enemy blew underground charges 2 places

F -

9th April 1917 a very heavy bombardment and enemy raid with much damage to the dugouts and multiple casualties.

On the 24t April Samuel was reprimanded for the crime of Drunkenness whilst on active service. he was awarded 14 days
field punishment No2 and forfeit £3 10 shillings in pay.
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On the next day, the 25t April 1st ATC suffered its largest single day of casualties at Hill 60 with 12 killed instantly and 6
wounded when an explosion ripped through the front line officers’ dugout and tore through an adjoining one.

On the 6"May 1917 Samel left the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company (ATC)and joined the 1st ANZAC Entrenching Battalion
(AEB) noted ‘unfit for tunnelling’ this could be due to the Bronchitis he was hospitalised with earlier in the year. He joined
them on the 9t May 1917
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The units war diary noted 40 men passed unfit for tunnelling joining. They were at Albert.

~ T T T v T

I}LPJE RT. aq bo%R. » '\ﬁumﬁ e | :{m S S laS cn € Jailtie Ndv’va K.

Q

Hilli60

Samuels time with the Entrenching Battalion was short lived, and very little is written about their activities in the war diary they
seem to have been a holding battalion for Tunnelling Company reinforcements. On the 22nd June 1917 he was one of 25 men
deemed unfit for Tunnelling Company reinforcements sent to the 3r¢ Australian Division Base Depot at No20 camp Rouelles
Valley near Le Harve where he arrived on the 231 and from there onto the 37t Infantry Battalion
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On the 28t he was medically classified ‘A’ at Rouelles.
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Having been with the 37t Battalion just 5 days, on the 11t July Samuel was taken sick with influenza. He was admitted to
11t Field Ambulance (FA) at Kandahar Farm T10b8.7 On the 13t July he was admitted to the 3 Australian Division Rest
Station (ADRS) at L'Estrade A24c8.6
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On the 19t July he was transferred to the 1st New Zealand Field ambulance at ............. On the 2314 July he was transferred
and admitted to NZ CCS (New Zealand Casualty Clearing Station) at ........... and on the 25t to No38 Ambulance Train
(AT) and taken to No4 General Hospital (GH) at Camiers.
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38 AT War Diary shows it loaded 217 men at Steenwerck, less than a mile from the Divisional Rest Station at L'Estrade
A24c8.6 and almost certainly where Samuel was loaded. It then loaded 108 men at Hazebrouck and headed to Camiers. Its
arrival time is not noted but it was there at 5am on the 26t having unladed and reloafing.
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After nearly 2 weeks at the Camiers Hospital, on the 9t August 1917 Samuel was evacuated to the UK for further treatment
on the Hospital Ship Warilda.
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On the 3 September 1917 he was transferred to 3¢ (Australian) Auxiliary hospital at Dartford and on the 25t was given
Furlough.
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It appears he was late back from his furlough, his record showing no action taken AWL (Absent Without Leave) on the 8t
September 1917. He possibly visited his family.
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Through October the entries on Samuels record are a little trick to decipher but on the 10t October he was at No4 Command
Depto at Codford moving to join the Tunnelling Brigade Porton Down on the 17t,
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Part of Codford Camp with the Australian imperial force badge carved in to the hillside behind.
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On the 30t he arrived back at the AGBD (Australlan General Base Depot) at Rouelles.
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On the 6t December 1917 Samuel marched out from the AGBD and the same day March in, re-joined his old unit, the 1
Australian Tunnelling Company (ATC) . The company were at Dranoutre at this point though how far Samuel made it towards
rejoining them is questionable
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Just 3 days later on the 9t December he returned to the AGBD at Rouelles from the 1st ATC.
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On the 16" December he Marched Out to the 3¢ Australian Division Base Depot also at Rouelles where he spent Christmas
1917 and new year 1918.
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4 weeks later on the 15t January 1918 he was again evacuated to the UK for health reasons. On arrival he ‘marched into’
No2 (Australian) Convalescent Depot at Weymouth.
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On the 15t February 1918 Samuel was declared AWL (Absent Without Leave) from Hurdcott.
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On the 20t March he was declared Missing Absent (M Abs)

It appears he returned on the 28t March 1918 after 5 weeks missing.
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It appears he handed him self in at Dinton, a station on the way to Hurdcott. He pleaded guilty to being absent. He appeared
before a court martial trial and was sentenced to 67 days detention and forfeit 31 days pay. Total forfeit 72 days pay
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PROCEEDINGS OF COURT MARTIAL
HELD FOR TRIAL OF

N:;u:‘::d | Initinls, Noame,

an /MV/F M( v e

Sentenced to—
/ Qp 7 ﬁ( sl
Dated (\ / L// 19/5

Filed in Attorney-General's Department and

numbered 12856

On the 18t May he marched in from the isolation Hospital at Hurdcott to No4 Command Depot. On the 27t he marched in
to over seas tunnelling Brigade at Longbridge Deverill.
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On the 14t June 1918 he was absent again from Longbridge Deverill for 10 days from Midnight on the 15t to 11:15am on
the 24t June. he was awarded 22 days Field Punishment No2 and forfeit 32 days pay.
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The absence may be due to prior knowledge he was soon to proceed overseas and may have been visiting family




On the 26t June 1918 2 days after retuning from being absent he headed back to France from Folkstone, for the 31 time.

He was again sent to the Base Depot at Rouelles as a reinforcement for the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company. He left to join
the company on the 5t July 1918.

=

Instead of heading to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company he retuned to the 37t Infantry Brigade, where he had been posted
earlier as unfit for tunnelling. He was taken on strength on the 6t July 1918.
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The 37t Battalion were at Querriu H11d10.10 north east of Amiens when he joined them, at rest training with a brigade sports
meet that day.

82 Jul " | Tenth Infm try Brigade Sporte Meeting was held to-day ab Ho.17.decentrale
H.ll?d. etnz The weather was porfeot snd oompetition emongst the varicus units of thes Erigade very keen.
10,10 | 1918| Amongst mumercus visitors, was Lisut.-General Sir JOHY MONASH, KeCeBsy VDo, Corps Commander

Austrelian Corps.
a7th. Battaligr,; seoured second place in the maximum points scored for the fohampion unit -

the said competition being won by Tenth Field Ambulance.
| sports Progigremme atteched.

“Querriu
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Rouelles

[ July 1918 | InTrenches K=Killed W = Wounded | Billets |

1st Rouelles 2nd Rouelles 3rd Rouelles 4t Rouelles 5t in transit 6t in transit 7t joined 37t
Battalion at
Querriu
H11d10.10

8h  training & | 9 training & | 10" training & | 11" moved to | 12t 13t moved up to | 14t at night the
sports sports sports forward area front line and | line moved
became D | forward - working
battalion parties for digging
and wiring then
moved back to
positions in P8
W




Positions on 13t July 1918 south of Hemel in front line
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rest in the Somme
river.

July 1918 cont ... | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
15t % battalion | 16" remainder of | 17 salvage work | 180 relived 40t | 19 quiet day | 200 2K1W 21t quiet day
bathed at Corbie & | battalion bathed. | & Working parties | Battalion in Hemel | improving improving
given clean | Salvage work constructing Sector - HQ at | trenches positions
clothing the rest dugouts on P14 & | P9a4.4
employed building P15
shelters
220 quiet day 231 harassing fire | 24t light shelling | 25" light shelling | 26t  relived to | 27t 90 men | 28" 90 men
TW 1K in P10 in P10 positions as of 15t | bathed Corbie & | bathed Corbie &
July given clean | given clean
underwear. The | underwear.

Working party on
forward trenches
in P15

290 90  men
bathed Corbie &
given clean
underwear.
Working party on
forward trenches
in P15

30 90 men
bathed Corbie &
given clean
underwear.
Working party on
forward trenches
in P15

31ﬂ
Moved to trenches
in P14 &. P15.

Positions 14t and 15t July 1918 back from the front line
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Front line positions 19t to 26t July 1918 in-front of Hamel with A company in reserve behind the Village
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[ August 1918 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets

1t in reserve | 2d 3d to the frontline | 4t quiet day 5t quiet day - | 6 quiet day - | 7" relived to the

behind Hamel Hamel sector aircraft very active | aircraft very active | rear  Accroche
Wood line with an
offensive pending

8 relived 2am - | 9h 10t battalion | 11t enemy | 12t moved | 13t to new | 14t remainder of

4:20am barrage & | reconnaissance of | move forward for | planes and | forward & took | positions in Q14 | battalion bathed in

assault in reserve | line operation to | artillery active village of Proyart | &Q20 river and received

- Accroche Wood Susan Wood digging in on | Half battalion | clean clothing

1pm ordered to Moved - R20c5.0 | eastern side at | bathed in Somme | Bombing by

withdraw and rest. R19b25.20 dusk. Bombed by | River and | hostile aircraft

6:30pm  ordered 5 hostille aircraft- | received  clean | 2W

forward in artillery Relived to | clothing

formation. Katewood

15" hostile aircraft | 16 heavy hostile | 17" Reorganising | 18" Reorganising | 19t 20t 21t

active and | shelling and refitting and refitting

bombing Reorganising and Samuel to hospital

refitting

7t August to Accroche Wood (far left of picture)




8t August advance to Susan Wood

At 8-30 p.m., we moved from our sheltera in ACCROCHE STREET in artillery formetion skirting
the gouthern edge of ACCROCHE V00D end then Bast till we oventue.lli,; reached the banks of the
valley near gUGAN 00D, ‘Then it was seen thit tihe batialion hed been completely surprised
for Germen mme of every calibre were faced towarde Germen territory firing shells of every
desc ription at ext-reme ranges.

£, wi o & th hed much of his artillery concealed. The surprising
°ff£ct ot %ﬂe%s,m&gymayaﬁe ggtm& from the fect that when the assaulting waves had
reached the valley the Germen gunners had not fired a single shot. The artillerymen imew
nothing of ths ettack until they eew the tanks and inf.‘antri appear through the mist @n the

<)

top of the vallay. It was too late - tue minmers were taken prisoners and the captured
s wave soon re-set end wers firing at & quick rete mwmewk over the etild edvencing colwms

into Hun territory. y
After arrival at this position, the necessery reconneissances were made to meintain touch

with unite on our right and left.

8thto 10t Accroche Wood to Susan Wood.
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10t August 1918 advance toward Proyart

On the 10/3/1918, the battalion was still located in the wvalley near SUSAN W0OD.
At 5-30 p.m., on Wwe this day, the Commanding officer called a confersence of all officems
when detaliled operations to take place that night were outlined.
The Brigade wos to move along the WARFUSEE-ABANCOURT ROAD in the following order :-

37the Bn., 38th. Bn., 40th.Bn., 39th. Bn,.
The 57th. Battalion with threc tanks foimed the Advanced Guard and "A" Company of the 37th.
Battelion the Vanguerd., "B" and "C" Qoys. furnished left and right flank guards respectivel
It was intended to move from LA FLAQUE at 9-30 p.n. (2ero hour) to AVENUE CROSS thence due
NORIH to ROBERT WOOD and TRIANGLE WOOD, then.due RAST to the main road running NORTH EAST
from PROYART end along the road to & point opposite the northern end of LUC W0OD.
From this polnt patrols,were to be sent out by "A" Qoy. to the canal to secure touch by means
of Verey Light signals with the 50ths Bn. on the NORTH of the SOMME.
Vihen the 10th. Brigede was in position, the 9th. Brigade was to advence from the OLD AUIENS
DEFENOE LINE towards our position f@ring VEREY light signals to be answered by us.
The position tobe taken up by the %7th. Bettalion extended from “FORKED”ROAD, SOUTH WEST #e
of CHUIGNOLL®ES, to the end of LUQ W0OD.
The artillery was to co-operats as under :=
(1) Heavies firing 1000 yards over the proposed battelion positions,
(2) Field guns Tfring over the 9th. Brigade and in rear of us.
Armored cars were to create a diversion by movinz east along the WARFUSEE-ABANCOURT ROAD.
The battalion moved in artillery formation along the WARFUSEE-ABANCOURT ROAD reaching the
néepitel at 8 p.ne
At 9-15 pume, the advance continued and the VANGUARD passed LA FLAQUE front line with the
tenka at 10 Delle .
The tanks were led by Lisut, N, G. McNICOL, M.Cs, with a tank officer and three scouts.
Immodiately on entering NO MAN'S LAND, entl-tenk gun fire.wes opened down the road and meg,
fire was opened from both flanks., At theSstage, the Commanding Officemgewas in front of the
tanks wherse he remained until the tanks had gone 300 yards into NO MAN'S*LAND when he
returned to his formsr position in the reer of "A" Company. '
As the sdvance continued, the Boche sent up numesrous lighte of varying colors and descriptions
and the hurricane mechine gun fire increased in intensity.
Some 800 pards forwerd from our front line, Lieut. McNICOLL, 4.C., end the tenk officer were
both wounded with the result that the tenks immediately stopped.

At this point, machine gun fire from e o direction sven from tne rear was concentrated
in the vicinity of the tenks which were clearly illuminated by the numerous enemy flares.
507 of the platoon immedistely in resr of the temle beceme casuslties, the remainder of the
platoon extended on the right flank of the road and engaged the enemy mechine guns. The
tanks also opened fire with their six-pdunders end Hotchkiss guns.
The Commanding 0fficer, Lisut.-Colonel E. INOX mmn'r‘yhs sittinz on the sid-e of the road,
wee killed by a grogment of an antl-tank shell,
"g", "B", and "p" Coys. were extended to the right of the road to dig in.
At this Juncture, uUajor W, F. H, ROBERTSON, assumed control of the Battalion.
Leter on, a messege was recelved from Brigade Headquerters instructing the 37th, Battelion
to press on. Major PAYKE of the 40th. Battalion, the senior officer present, howver,
decided to got in touch with Brigade before doing so.
In the meantime, tho 57th. Battalion reorgenised their dispositions in prepsration for a
second move forward with compenies in t,hg fol]_c,ing order =
DM Goy.es "C" .» "B" Coy., "A" Ooy.

conferenge g:{n'thg cggaﬁm Ogioers of the 38th, end 40th. Battalions, it was decided

Egg the mosition of tho Brigade would be impossible at deylight - to withdrew and
o P DFEICE LINE. This wes sccordingly done and the battsllon ooccupled

oocupy the OLD KILENS D : 10P LINE to the NORTH of WAR‘USEZ-ABANGOURT ROAD.
the support trenches of the OLD AMIMIS DEFIZNCE LIND 1t boing ectimated at the time at
The casmualties for this operation were particularly heavy,

3 officers end 100 other ranks.

L e 2

10t to 12t move forward and attack on Proyart




12t Attack on Proyart
REPORT ON THE OPERATION OF THE 37TH. BAPTALION ON THE 12TH. AUGUST 1918,

at 8 a., on the 12th, August 1018, Brigado Headguarters reported that the sifuation mee-
remmnkag represented thet the enemy was evidently retiring from the village of PROYART and
the Brigadier-General ordered that patrols be immedintely sent forward to ascertain the szact

engz of the enemy. The Battalion was holding s line slightly In advance of the OLD
AMTENS n_moxg.m in the following order -

"S ) . 0 to !!_.19,-?). 76 2o

“B7 Gompany B.2040.20,65 to RelBe¢bs 74 O
"D' Cormany  Re20.Ce Se 0 t0 Re204c.20,55
"g" Company Q3040485420 to R,19.0.50.40 (support).

Recormaissancs. Reconnoitring pat-rols were accordingly sent out by "A",Semmmzy "B" and "D"
npanies at 7-15 8.m. and were able to advance to the oubskirts of PROYART on the WEST side.

It was reported by "A" Coy. patrols that they were fired on by & very small calidre gun

probably en ant i-tank gun. - _ 1

The 40th. Bat talion, A.I.F., wae operating on the right flemk end the 42nd. Battalion, A.I.T.

put out & patrol to cover the left flank.

Intention. The 37th. Battellon intended to take up, a poeition on the spur on the east side
0 . 4

order of Attack. "D" Coy. under Lisut, I's L. ATPKEN on the right.
"3" Qoy. under Capt. V. L. ALLIN in the centre.
an oy e lmd.a!: Oap%. Do Go TOVL on the laft.
"0% Goy. under Lieut. 4., M, MURDOCH, H.C., in support.
¥ajor W, F. B, ROBIRTSON went forward and establiched a signal station at
R.20.8.50:05 in order to ensure the carrying into sffect of all orders
issued from Bai-talion Headguarters,
Kajor C. B, STORY commpnded the B37th. Battalion,

Tha Advence. "D" Coy. moved forward and vere obliged to take up a position at spprox.
E.EQII.:.E.E. oving to resistance rrom{ 8 machine gun, firing from a poelition near the road in
R.M slle

Lisut. J. KERSHAV, "D" Uoy., was killed sbout 2-30 p.m., while making a rocomnelssance on the
lef't flank of "D" Coy, with o view to atiecking with hls platoon. He was co-operating wita

&R‘ﬂﬂeﬂ" R. LONG of "D" Company, opsrating on the right flank of "D" Goy. - Lieut. Long
el his objecfive but wes uneble to advence further owing to enfllade fire from which
o We ered four esguslties. d

"B Coy. took up u positon in the bank extending from ReR1.8.85.85 to R.15.d460458.

Whilo procesding through the village elong the. GNES ROAD, Oorporal ¥. O. #XC CROHON, "B"
eo¥., eaptured a meohing gun and crew of six men belonging to the 243rd. Germen Division.

A" doy. roached a position near tie CROSS on SHRINE in R,15.2., T™wo machine éﬂns, &DProxe
Re040e2,0s and Ref,0,0,4, renderad further advance for the tive hadesy difficult,

puring the advence, "A" Coy. had two, nem killsd énd two mem wounded by s machine gun firing

from tho dirsction of R.2.d.

M&éﬁ. owing to the activity of the enam{, maching gun snd artillery fire, it wzs

c 0 take up a position runing a.pgroximg ely from Re2l.8.8+5. to RelBecs2,9, with a
view to beating down the enemy's £ire before ultinmately sscuring the objective,

During thieg stege of the opsration, the 37th. Batielion was very active wiih Lewis gun

fire and sniping. lany oasuclties were inflicted on the onemy., It might be mentioned here
that Libute. KENERY's ploteon("A" Coye) practicelly exheusted all their emmnitlon on the
enamy. "A" and "B" Coyse caused many casualties on portions of the onemy running beck from
the huts in rear of ST GIRMAIN WOOU. Apert from casualties inflicted on the snemy by Lewi
gun fire, "A" Gompeny cleimed 20 casualties as the result of sniping. :

The Attack. Prior to making ths attack, "¢" Qompeny relieved "D" Gompany,

The tttack wes launched sgainst the centre of the objec-tive by "0" and "B" Compenies.
Wine (9) shell holes were mopped up end eight (8) mechine guns were csptured. "o" Coye
occupied the objective by B-50 p«me The left platoon of "A" gompeny crept to its objective 1
under gover of Lewis gun fire from R.15.cs Tho ocasualtics in the stteck resulted in 4

killed and 12 wounded,

\ Y
When"B" Coy. stormed the trench, they ceptured the objective killing the parrison end took
one wownded prisonar.

Hloit%g Suc-cess.  sergeant H. G, LINCCIM,=m® Sorgesnt TOOGOOD, and two other ranits were
oasu 8 ® mopping up shell Hole positions in front of the objective.

gonsolidetion. Four (4) platoon posts were dug under cover of listeninz posts conalsting of
oWLlE GUnsS.




View of Proyart with shells falling in to the rear of the village
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On the 18th August, whilst at rest in Q14 & Q20 Samuel was again taken ill with epididymitis ( Epididymitis is an inflammation
of the coiled tube at the back of the testicle. Epididymitis is most often caused by a bacterial infection, can be sexually
transmitted and can be with antibiotics). He was admitted to No14 Field Ambulance (FA) who had just taken over the Main
Dressing Station (MDS) at Hamel P5c5.1 and on the 19t he was transferred to No12 CCS (Casualty Clearing Station) at
Longpre. On the 21st August he was admitted to No1 Stationary Hospital ‘Venerial’ at Rouen.

On the 25t August he was admitted to No39 General Hospital at Le Havre NYD ( Not Yet Diagnosed) where he remained for
5 day. On the 30t August he was transferred ‘to base’ (AIBD at Rouelles — Convelescent Depot) with ‘Orchitis NV’ (Orchitis
— inflammation of the testicle)

Longpre

Rouelles

On the 6t September 1918 Samuel left the Convalescent Depot at Roulelles for the Front. He arrived back at the 37t
Battalion on the 11t September.

Rouelles




— e e _;m ——
Sept den atlll resting. BEfforts wero nmade to make the-men as oomfortabls as possible.
12t The village of BUSSU is very much destroyed. In the gemstry tha vaults bers-evidenmss have bosr
cpened and the ooffins robhed of the load by the enemy, Two traps were found in ono pf the

dugoute in the village, The men are fseling much brightsr, Weather oontinusd to be very wete fl

For the next few days the men were resting and training.

4 days after rejoining the 37t Battalion, on the 15t September 1918, Samuel was again taken sick. He was admitted to the
10t Field Ambulance at Mount St Quentin 116¢7.2 with VD 20 (Venereal Disease). The same day he was transferred to No41
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On the 19t he was admitted back at 39 General Hospital at Le Havre and on the 26t back at the Base Depot at Rouelles with
VDG (Venereal Disease Gonorrhoea) (Gonorrhoea is a sexually transmitted infection caused by a bacteria that can affect the
genital, rectal and oropharyngeal (throat) areas of both men and women. Symptoms typically emerge within two weeks after
sexual contact with an infected person). How and where Samuel contracted the Disease is not known, it seems to be a
prolonged issue.

Pont:Remy:
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Rouelles

Samuel remained at the Base depot convalescing until the 8t November 1918 when he was transferred and left to join the
8t Infantry Battalion.
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It wasn’t until the 5t December 1918 that Samuel ‘Marched In’ and joined the 8t Battalion. Somewhere on rout to them, on
the 11t November 1918 he saw the war come to an end.

[COT G573 205 frow 978, |
L R R / Jat] W

B, G243

7 :a/._: s~ A 7/"’3"%‘-“”"‘4‘&*#«44— Mo ARV S

The 8t battalion were at Mazinghien when Samuel joined them.

Mazinghien® -

.\f)

Rouelles

On the 8 December the 8t Battalion moved to Favril where the men under took training education and sports in the
afternoons, especially Australian rules football. On the 18th they moved to Avesnes and 19t to winter quarters in Beugnies.

4 = Beugnies
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On the 20t December the battalion was inspected by HRH the Prince of Wales. On the 25t Christmas dinners were served
to the men. The battalion remained at Beugines through January, February in to March 1919.

On the 5t March 1919 Samuel ‘Marched Out’ to the AIBD at Rouelles for ‘RTA’ Reture To Australia’. On the 20t March he
‘Marched out’ of the AIBD for the UK. He ‘marched i’ to RBAA (Reserve Bngade Australian Art|IIery) at Heytesbury
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On the 10t April 1919 Samuel was noted AWL (Absent Without Leave) from Heytesbury. He returned 4 days later on the 15t
after being apprehended by Military Police. He was forfeit 8 days pay.
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On the 12t May 1919 Samuel finally left for Australia sailing on the SS Soudan.
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Back in Sydney in July 1919 Samuel declared no disability despite his service illnesses. He was finaly discharged form
service on the 25! August 1919.
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For his wartime service Samuel was awarded the British War and Victory Medals.
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a Decoratisas, 1914-15 Star, British Geaeral Service Medal. Victory Medal.
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Back in civilian life Samuel returned to Mining in New South Wales (NSW) .

On the 28t August 1926 he married Lottie Maud Crook. His occupation noted a Miner living in Wombarra on the coast of NSW

south of Sydney
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In 1927 Samuel wrote asking for copies of his discharge papers as he had lost his. His address was Main Road Clifton NSW
just north of Wombarra
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At some point Samuel and Lottie had a son named Samuel after his father.

Samuel passed away on the 17t March 1933 aged 42. He was fishing with two other men in a small boat off Pebbly Beach
Coalcliff when large wave capsized the boat.

o
—

Y Codleiifig,._

MAN DROWNED.
Boat Capsized by Wave.

MAN DROWNED
BOAT CAPSIZED.

TWO COMPANIONS RESCUED.

BYDNEY. March 17.
An unemployed man, Samuel Han-
off Coaloliff Reach




TWO MATES EESCUED
DRAMA OF THE SEA

SYDNEY, March 18,

A drama of the sea, in which one
fisherman was drowned and his two
mates rescued by friends who had not
precomvpanied them on acecunt of the
heavy sed, was eniaeted ot Coalelift,
m the South Coast, shortly after dawn
to-day.

Thoe vietim was Samuel Hancoclk, 46
a returned soldier, of Wombarra, and
the rescued were Jeffrey Yonker, of
Wombarra, and Iarold Grant, of Clif-
ton,

Shortly before 530 aam. the men
set out in the hoat for a day’s fish-
ing.  Two others, William Kerr and
Joo Collins, both of Clifton, decided
not to go out on account of the heavy
sea which wag running.

The small hoat was toxssing like a
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but they kept on.

cork, and had just reached a point
called  ““Second Rock,”’ about 100
vards from the shore, when it was
lifted on the erest of a huge wave and
swept hack towards the shore.

Tho eurrent, however, drove it back
again, and then it suddenly over-
turned, throwing the three into the
sca. The waves soon swept the men
apart.

Reguardless of tho rick, Kerr and
Collins manned their ‘hoat and gald
lantly rowed to the rescue.  They
were huffeted by the waves, and theiy
boat {requently threatencd to eapsize,

Yonker had been carried to within
15 yards of the shore; but, despite hiy
frantie efforts, the eurrent was draws
ing him hack to sea,  The reseuers
dragged him into the boat and rowed
baek. When they set out again
Grant was about 100 yards out, and
was being rapidly earried farther; but
Hancock, who had been fighting in a
place known as the ““Whirlpool,”” had
disappeared,

"'The Wiiiripool” and wass drownod,
The b wag nowhere to ‘ba sean,
and Col¥ns nnd Xerr sot out for the.
beach, which proved to be an oxcep-
tionally (@ifficult task, and al times it
appeare Atnnt the rescued and resocu-
ers woudd be drowned., |

Waves| crashed into the tiny boat.
which was swept towards tho- rocks,
but Kedr and Colllns ‘succeeded in
keeping/ it clear. Then & huge sen
struck- | the craft, and huried it
agalnstdn rock, and it bocame half-
full of ter. Grant was In danger
of bel drownead, but he was l(ttod'
into anfupright pomlon.
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Qaught in Whirlpool the bgat wuas beached, and nafter

In the /meanntime Hancock had beeu || dragsl ? {t to safety Kerr and Col-
swept abmg to a polnt koown as llnn on apsed from exhaustion,

A an who had witnessed the
strugiple appllied artificial meane |
of mrplrutlon to Grant, but an |
hour{lelapsed before animation °
was |restored, Kerr and Collins

. wers{ glven: stimulants nndeuter
“ leoft {flor thelr homes. -

Poll who had been told of the
traged mado n search of the
vicinity/ for Hancock's body, but it

hnd npparently been swept to 3en,

The rturned bont had also heen
carri out & conkiderablo dlstance
and d

llml towards Wollongong,,

It is not known if Samuels body was ever recovered




The Coroners Inquest noted ‘accidental drowning the result of a fishing boat capsizing and throwing deceased in to the sea’.
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In 1941 Samuels widow Lottie (now remarried Lottie Smith) wrote to the Authorities to try and get Samuels medals for his son
as she wished him to have them. She appears to have 1 medal but with no ribbon a this point. Then letter noted in reply

‘medals not in store’ Whether any medals made to Samuels son is not known.
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