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Samuel  Hancock   was Born in 1891  in Kelloe,  Durham  to John and Mary Hancock. He was their 6th  of 10 children. His 
father was a Coal Miner.    By 1901 Samuel was aged 11 and  one of 5 children in the family home 38 Viceroy Street  Seaham 
Durham. (demolished)  
 

 

 
 

In 1911 Samuel  is aged 20 and working as a Coal Worker,  his father and 2 brothers also Miners.  The family are living at 83 
Victoria Street Shotton.  
 

 

 
 

83 Victoria Street Shotton and Father John 
 

 
 

In January 1914 aged 23 Samuel Emigrated to Australia sailing from London on the SS Demosthenes, he was noted a farm 
labourer. He may have left for economic reasons seeking work opportunities.  He was destined for Freemantle.  
 

 

 



SS Demosthenes.  
 

 
 

Having arrived in  Freemantle  on the 14th February Samuel (Sam) probably sought temporary work before continuing his 
journey, what this work was is not known.  
 

5 months later on the  14th July 1914  he boarded the German liner the SS Seydlitz bound for  Sydney where they arrived on 
the  22nd July 1914. (just days later on the 3rd August the Seydlitz lefd Sydney for South America)  
 

 

 
 

 
 



Having landed in Australia and settled in New South Wales Samuel found work as a Miner, possibly his reason for heading 
overseas having been a farm labourer in prior to leaving and in search of hight pay and more stable work, opportunities offered 
in Australia.  
 
When war was declare on the 4th August 1914 Samuel had only been in Sydney 13 days and even though he was starting a 
new life thousands of miles from his homeland he, like many including his brother’s  would serve.  
 
His  Brother Cornelius, also a Miner  enlisted in March 1915 in to the Gloucestersire Regiment (Pioneers) but was discharged 
after just 29 days unlikely to become an efficient soldier.   
 
Samuel would enlist on the 18th November 1915.  His attestation papers noted his parents address in the UK and his 
occupation as a Miner.  He was 25 years 10 months old, 5 foot 6 inches  with a dark complexion, brown eyes and dark brown 
hair.  
 

 
 

He was posted as a Sapper on the 23rd November 1915 to No1 Mining Corps at Casula  a suburb of Sydney with a service 
number 124.  
 

 



 
 

Mining Battalion at Casila  
 

 
 
The Australian Mining Corps was raised within the Australian Imperial Force  in August/September 1915. The manning of 
that unit specifically included men from the mining industry and allowed enlistment up to the age of 50 to capture the 
experienced men.  
 

Men of No1 Company 1st Australian Mining Corps November 1915.  Samuel may be in this picture. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sams papers signed by the Officer Commanding No1 Company  
 

 
 
Photo of Samuel in uniform  date and location not known.  
 

 
 
The 1st Australian Mining  Corp remained at Casula training and recruiting through the end of 1915 in to 1916 when they 
received orders to proceeded overseas.  
 

The Australian Mining Corps  embarked from Sydney on the 20th  February 1916  comprising of  3 Tunnelling Companies, a 
Headquarters and the 1st and 2nd Reinforcements.  



Before embarking  they Parade thorough Sydney.  
 

 
 

On the 20th  February 1916  the 1300 officers and men of the Australian Mining Corp boarded His Majesty’s Australian 
Transport ( HMAT) Ulysses A38 at Woolloomooloo, Sydney and steamed through the Heads of Sydney Harbour.  
 
Samuel’s record shows him embarking on the 20th February 1916. 
 

 
 

The men waiting to board. 
 

 
 
 
 



HMAT Ulysses A38 
 

 
 
En route to France the men of the Mining Corp stopped off at Malta where they paraded through Valetta. 
 

 
 

The Corps arrived at Marseilles on 5th  May 1916, and immediately entrained for Hazebrouck, arriving on the morning of 8th  
May, shown on Samuels Records.  
 

 
 



 
 

On arrival in France the Australian Mining Corps was disbanded and the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Australian Tunnelling Companies 
were raised from the original 3 Companies. Samuel was transferred to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company (ATC). 
 

 
 

The Tunnelling Companies  (TC) dispersed from Hazebrouck into their respective army and mining sectors in the third week 
of May 1916.   1st TC took over operations from the 171st  Tunnelling Companies Royal Engineers  extending north from the 
River Lys outside Armentières to Ploegsteert Wood.  
 

 
 

 



 
Throughout June  the men were working around trenches 88 & 96 to 101  & 123, digging, laying charges and listening for 
German tunnellers.   Trenches 121 to 127 were to the north east of the Ploegsteert Wood suggesting trenches 88 to 96 further 
south towards Armentières  (Eg diary entry)  
 

 

 
 

 
 



During the autumn of 1916, 1st ATC was engaged in the construction of one of the largest dugouts in the British held sector 
of the front. ‘The Catacombs’, or as it was known to the tunnellers, the ‘Wallangarra’ dugout, was excavated at Hill 63 near 
Hyde Park Corner, Ploegsteert Wood. The Australian tunnellers worked on it during September and October 1916. Once 
complete, it accommodated a full battalion of infantry (over 1,000 officers and men).  
 

 
 

 
 

Miners of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company excavating dug-outs in the Ypres sector 1917 (1916 would have looked 
similar)  and the entrance to ‘Wallangarra’ dugout. 
 

 



Men of the 1st ATC excavating September 1917. (1916 would have looked similar) 
 

 
 

In early November 1916 1st ATC replaced 3rd Canadian Tunnelling Company at Hill 60. Headquarters was established at 
‘Ridge Camp’ outside Poperinghe and advanced billets were established in the ramparts near the Lille Gate in Ypres.  
 

 
 

 
 

 



Hil 60 
 

 
 

At Hill 60 the 1st ATC took over the task of protecting two enormous mines placed 30m below ground by the Canadian 
tunnellers known as the ‘Hill 60’ and ‘Caterpillar’ mines. The three-level mining system at Hill 60 were  in poor shape and the 
Australians set about improving drainage and ventilation as well as expansion of the deep mine galleries.  
Protecting the mines from the Germans involved the Diggers in ferocious underground fighting. The work was arduous and 
exhausting and six months’ service in the tunnels of Hill 60 was regarded as the limit of strain any troops could stand.  The 
Australian listeners often reported that enemy miners were so close that their tools were shaking the earth in the Australian 
tunnel.  (e.g War Diary Entries for November and December)  
 

 
 

 



Samuel spent Christmas 1916 and New Year 1917 in the Hill 60 area and   On the 14th January he was sent ‘To Hospital’ 
‘Sick’  this may have been a result of the appalling conditions the men worked in underground.  
 

 
 

On the 15th he was admitted to 4 London Field Ambulance at Brisbane Dump H24b1.7  via Railway Dugouts I21c and 
Woodcote Farm I20c4.2. Then on the  20th he was admitted to 47th  Divisional Rest Station at Remy Siding with Bronchitis. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

On the 27th he was Discharged and admitted to NM CCS (North Midland Casualty Clearing Station No53)  at Bailleul  
 

 

 
 

 
 



On the 4th February Samuel  re-joined his unit,  the 1st ATC  in the field. They were still working maintain and extending the 
mines and tunnels  around  Hill 60,  listening for the German tunnels and trying to avoid being found. 
 

 
 

On the 20th February 1917 the men blew several charges in the mines.  
 

 
 

March 24th 1917 enemy blew underground charges 2 places  
 

 
 

9th April 1917 a very heavy bombardment and enemy raid with much damage to the dugouts and multiple casualties.   
 

 
 

On the 24th April Samuel was reprimanded for the crime of  Drunkenness  whilst on active service. he was awarded 14 days 
field punishment No2 and  forfeit £3 10 shillings in pay. 
 

 
 



 
On the next day, the 25th  April 1st ATC suffered its largest single day of casualties at Hill 60 with 12  killed instantly and 6 
wounded when an explosion ripped through the front line officers’ dugout and tore through an adjoining one. 
 

 
 

On the 6thMay 1917 Samel left the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company (ATC)and joined the 1st ANZAC Entrenching Battalion 
(AEB)  noted ‘unfit for tunnelling’ this could be due to the Bronchitis he was hospitalised with earlier in the year.  He joined 
them on the 9th May 1917  
 

 

 
 

The units war diary noted 40 men passed unfit for tunnelling joining. They were at Albert.  
 

 
 

 
 

Samuels time with the Entrenching Battalion was short lived, and very little is written about their activities in the war diary they 
seem to have been a holding battalion for Tunnelling Company reinforcements. On the 22nd June 1917 he was one of 25 men 
deemed unfit for Tunnelling Company reinforcements sent to the 3rd Australian Division Base Depot at No20 camp Rouelles 
Valley near Le Harve  where he arrived on the 23rd and from there  onto the 37th Infantry Battalion   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 



On the 28th he was medically classified ‘A’ at Rouelles.  
 

 
 

On the 4th July 1917 he marched out and on the 6th joined the 37 Battalion in the field in T2 Central near Lindenhoek. 
 

 
 

 
 

When he joined the  battalion they were in reorganising with training in the morning and sports in the afternoons.  
 

 



Having been with the 37th Battalion just 5 days, on the 11th July  Samuel was taken sick  with influenza. He was admitted to 
11th Field Ambulance (FA) at Kandahar Farm T10b8.7   On the 13th July he was admitted to the 3rd Australian Division Rest 
Station (ADRS) at  L’Estrade A24c8.6 
 

 
 

 
 

On the 19th July he was transferred to the 1st New Zealand Field ambulance at ………….    On the 23rd July he was  transferred 
and admitted to NZ CCS  (New Zealand Casualty Clearing Station)  at ………..  and on the 25th to No38 Ambulance Train 
(AT)  and taken to No4 General Hospital (GH) at Camiers.  
 

 
 

38 AT War Diary shows it loaded 217 men at Steenwerck, less than a mile  from the Divisional Rest Station at L’Estrade  
A24c8.6 and almost certainly where Samuel was loaded.  It then loaded 108 men at Hazebrouck and headed to Camiers. Its 
arrival time is not noted but it was there at 5am on the 26th having unladed and reloafing.  
 

 

 
 

 



After nearly 2 weeks at the Camiers Hospital, on the 9th August 1917 Samuel was evacuated to the UK for further treatment 
on the Hospital Ship Warilda.  
 

 

 
 

 
 

On arrival in the Uk on the 10th August 1917 he was admitted to the Military Hospital at Bethnal Green.  
 

 
 

 
 
 



On the 3rd September 1917 he was transferred to 3rd (Australian) Auxiliary hospital  at  Dartford and on the 25th was given 
Furlough.  
 

 
 

 
 

It appears he was late back from his furlough, his record showing no action taken AWL (Absent Without Leave) on the 8th 
September 1917. He possibly visited his family.  
 

 
 

Through October the entries on Samuels record are a little trick to decipher but on the 10th October he was at No4 Command 
Depto at Codford moving to  join  the Tunnelling  Brigade Porton  Down on the 17th.  
 

 
 

Part of Codford Camp with the Australian imperial force badge carved in to the hillside behind. 
 

 
 
 Buy the end of November 1917 Samuel was deemed fit enough to head overseas top France once more.  
 

 
 



 
On the 30th he arrived back at the AGBD (Australian General Base Depot)  at Rouelles.  
 

 
 

 
 

On the 6th December 1917 Samuel marched out from the AGBD  and the same day March in, re-joined his old unit, the 1 
Australian Tunnelling Company (ATC) .  The company were at Dranoutre  at this point though how far Samuel made it towards 
rejoining them is questionable. 
 

 
 

Just 3 days later on the 9th December he returned to the AGBD at Rouelles from the 1st ATC. 
 

 
 

On the 16th December he Marched Out  to the 3rd Australian Division Base Depot also at Rouelles where he spent Christmas 
1917 and new year 1918.  
 

 
 

4 weeks later on the 15th January 1918 he was again evacuated to the UK for health reasons.  On arrival he ‘marched into’ 
No2 (Australian) Convalescent Depot at Weymouth.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

A few days later on the 24th January 1918  he moved to No4 Command Depot at Hardcott. 
 

 
 

On the 15th February 1918 Samuel was declared AWL (Absent Without Leave)  from  Hurdcott. 
 

 
 

On the 20th March he was declared Missing Absent (M Abs) 
 

 
 

It appears he returned on the 28th March 1918 after 5 weeks missing. 
 

 
 

It appears he handed him self in at Dinton, a station on the way to Hurdcott. He pleaded guilty to being absent. He appeared 
before a court martial trial and was sentenced to  67 days detention and forfeit 31 days pay. Total forfeit 72 days pay  
 

 
 



 
 

On the 18th May he marched in from the isolation Hospital at Hurdcott to No4 Command Depot.  On the 27th he marched in 
to over seas tunnelling Brigade at Longbridge Deverill.  
 

 
 

On the 14th June 1918 he was absent again from Longbridge Deverill for 10 days from Midnight  on the 15th to 11:15am on 
the 24th June. he was awarded 22 days Field Punishment No2 and forfeit  32 days pay.  
 

 
 

 
 
The absence may be due to prior knowledge he was soon to proceed overseas and may have been visiting family  



On the 26th June 1918 2 days after retuning from  being absent he headed back to France  from  Folkstone,  for the 3rd time.  
 

 
 

He was again sent to the Base Depot at Rouelles as a reinforcement for the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company.  He left to join 
the company on the 5th July 1918.  
 

 
 

 
 

Instead of heading to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company he retuned to the 37th Infantry Brigade, where he had been posted 
earlier as unfit for tunnelling. He was taken on strength on the 6th July 1918.  
 

 
 

The 37th Battalion were at Querriu H11d10.10 north east of Amiens when he joined them, at rest training with a brigade sports 
meet that day.  
 

 
 

 
 

July 1918 In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st  Rouelles  
 

2nd Rouelles 3rd Rouelles 4th    Rouelles 5th  in transit  6th    in transit  
 

7th  joined  37th 
Battalion at 
Querriu 
H11d10.10 

8th  training & 
sports  
 

9th training & 
sports  
 

10th training & 
sports  
 

11th moved to 
forward area  
 

12th   13th moved up to 
front line and 
became D 
battalion 

14th at night the 
line  moved 
forward  - working 
parties for digging 
and wiring  then 
moved back to 
positions in P8 
3W 



 
Positions on 13th  July 1918  south of Hemel  in front line  
 

 
 

 
 

Battlefield around Hamel  
 

 
 

Australian troops in trenches near Hamel July 1918  
 

 
 



July 1918 cont ….  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
15th ½  battalion 
bathed at Corbie & 
given clean 
clothing the rest  
employed building 
shelters  

16th  remainder of 
battalion bathed. 
Salvage work  

17th  salvage work  
& Working parties 
constructing 
dugouts  on P14 & 
P15  

18th  relived 40th 
Battalion in Hemel 
Sector  - HQ at 
P9a4.4 

19th  quiet day 
improving 
trenches  

20th  2K 1W 21st  quiet day 
improving 
positions  

22nd  quiet day  
 

23rd harassing fire   
7W 1K  

24th  light shelling 
in P10  

25th light shelling 
in P10 

26th  relived to 
positions as of 15th 
July  

27th  90 men 
bathed Corbie & 
given clean 
underwear. The 
rest in the Somme 
river.  

28th 90 men 
bathed Corbie & 
given clean 
underwear.  
Working party on 
forward trenches 
in P15  

29th 90 men 
bathed Corbie & 
given clean 
underwear.  
Working party on 
forward trenches 
in P15 

30th 90 men 
bathed Corbie & 
given clean 
underwear.  
Working party on 
forward trenches 
in P15 

31st  
Moved to trenches 
in P14 &. P15. 

    

 

Positions 14th and 15th July 1918 back from the front line  
 

 
 

 



 

Front line positions 19th to 26th July 1918 in-front of Hamel with  A company in reserve behind the Village 
 

 
 

Reserve positions 26th July  to  3rd August  1918  
 

 
 

August 1918  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st  in reserve 
behind Hamel  
 

2nd  3rd  to the front line 
Hamel sector  

4th    quiet day  5th quiet day – 
aircraft very active  

6th    quiet day – 
aircraft very active 
 

7th relived to the 
rear Accroche 
Wood line with an 
offensive pending 

8th relived   2am  - 
4:20am barrage & 
assault in reserve 
-  Accroche Wood   
1pm ordered to 
withdraw and rest.  
6:30pm ordered 
forward in artillery 
formation.  

9th 

reconnaissance of 
line  

10th  battalion 
move forward  for 
operation to  
Susan Wood  

11th  enemy 
planes and 
artillery active  
 
Moved -  R20c5.0 
R19b25.20 

12th  moved 
forward & took  
village of Proyart  
digging in on 
eastern side at 
dusk.  Bombed by 
5 hostille aircraft - 
Relived to 
Katewood  

13th  to new 
positions in Q14 
&Q20 
Half battalion 
bathed in Somme 
River and 
received clean 
clothing  

14th  remainder of 
battalion bathed in 
river  and received 
clean clothing  
Bombing by 
hostile aircraft  
2W 

15th hostile aircraft 
active and 
bombing  
 

16th  heavy hostile 
shelling  
Reorganising and 
refitting  

17th Reorganising 
and refitting 

18th Reorganising 
and refitting 
Samuel to hospital  

19th  20th  21st  

 

7th August   to Accroche Wood  (far left of picture) 
 

 



8th  August advance to Susan Wood  
 

 
 

8th to 10th  Accroche Wood to Susan Wood. 
 

 
 

Valley near Susan Wood with German prisoners  8th August 1918  
 

 
 

 
 

 



10th  August 1918 advance toward Proyart 
 

 

 
 

10th to 12th move forward and attack on Proyart  
 

 
 



 
12th  Attack on Proyart  

 

 

 



View of Proyart  with shells falling in to the rear of the village  
 

 
 

Australian troops digging in at Proyart  
 

 
 

13th to 18th August   relived back to Q14 & Q20  
 

 
 



On the 18th August, whilst at rest in Q14 & Q20 Samuel was again taken ill with epididymitis ( Epididymitis  is an inflammation 
of the coiled tube at the back of the testicle.  Epididymitis is most often caused by a bacterial infection, can be sexually 
transmitted  and can be with antibiotics).  He was admitted to No14 Field Ambulance  (FA) who had just taken over the Main 
Dressing Station (MDS) at Hamel P5c5.1  and on the 19th he was transferred to No12 CCS (Casualty Clearing Station)  at  
Longpre.  On the 21st August he was admitted to No1  Stationary Hospital ‘Venerial’ at Rouen. 
 

 
 

On the 25th August he was admitted to No39 General Hospital at Le Havre NYD ( Not Yet Diagnosed) where he remained for 
5 day. On the 30th August he was transferred ‘to base’ (AIBD at Rouelles – Convelescent Depot)  with  ‘Orchitis NV’ (Orchitis 
– inflammation of the testicle)  
 

 
 

 
 

On the 6th September 1918 Samuel left  the  Convalescent Depot at Roulelles for the Front. He arrived back at the 37th 
Battalion on the 11th September. 
 

 
 

He rejoined the battalion at J13a near the ruined village of Bussu. They had just come out of the font line and were at rest.   
 

 



 
 

For the next few days the men were resting and training.  
 

4 days after rejoining the 37th Battalion, on the 15th September 1918,  Samuel was again taken sick. He was admitted to the 
10th Field Ambulance at Mount St Quentin I16c7.2  with VD 20 (Venereal Disease).  The same day he was transferred to No41 
Stationary Hospital at Pont Remy with Gonorrhoea.  
 

 
 

 
 

On the 19th he was admitted back at 39 General Hospital at Le Havre and on the 26th back at the Base Depot at Rouelles  with 
VDG (Venereal Disease Gonorrhoea) (Gonorrhoea is a sexually transmitted infection caused by a bacteria that can affect the 
genital, rectal and oropharyngeal (throat) areas of both men and women. Symptoms typically emerge within two weeks after 
sexual contact with an infected person).  How and where Samuel contracted the Disease is not known, it seems to be a 
prolonged issue. 
 

 
 

 
 

Samuel remained at the Base depot convalescing until the 8th November 1918 when he was transferred and left to join the   
8th Infantry Battalion. 
 

 

 



It wasn’t until the  5th December 1918 that Samuel ‘Marched In’ and joined the 8th Battalion. Somewhere on rout to them, on 
the 11th November 1918 he saw the war come to an end.  
 

 
 

The 8th battalion were at Mazinghien when Samuel joined them.  
 

 
 

On the 8th December the 8th Battalion moved to  Favril  where the men under took  training education and sports in the 
afternoons, especially Australian rules football. On the 18th they moved to Avesnes  and 19th to winter quarters in Beugnies.  
 

 
 

On the 20th December the battalion was  inspected by HRH the Prince of Wales.  On the  25th Christmas dinners were served 
to the men.   The battalion remained at  Beugines through  January,  February in to March 1919.  
 

On the 5th March 1919 Samuel ‘Marched Out’ to the AIBD at Rouelles for ‘RTA’ Reture To Australia’. On the 20th March he 
‘Marched out’ of the AIBD for the UK. He ‘marched in’  to RBAA  (Reserve Brigade Australian Artillery)  at Heytesbury.   
 

 
 

 



On the 10th April 1919 Samuel was noted AWL (Absent Without Leave) from Heytesbury.  He returned 4 days later on the 15th 
after being apprehended by Military Police.  He was forfeit 8 days pay.  
 

 
 

 
 

On the 12th May 1919 Samuel finally left for Australia sailing on the SS Soudan.  
 

 
 

 
 
Back in Sydney   in July 1919  Samuel declared no disability despite his service illnesses. He was finaly discharged form 
service on the 25th August 1919.  
 

 



For his wartime service Samuel was awarded the British War and Victory Medals.  
 

 
 

 
 
Back in civilian life Samuel returned to Mining in New South Wales (NSW) .  
 

On the 28th August 1926 he married Lottie Maud Crook. His occupation noted a Miner living in Wombarra on the coast of NSW  
south of Sydney 
 

 

 
 

 



In 1927 Samuel wrote asking for copies of his discharge papers as he had lost his.  His address was Main Road Clifton NSW 
just north of Wombarra  
 

 
 
At some point Samuel and Lottie had a son named  Samuel after his father.  
 

Samuel passed away on the 17th March 1933 aged 42. He was fishing with two other men in a small boat off Pebbly Beach 
Coalcliff when  large wave capsized the boat.  
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
It is not known if Samuels body was ever recovered  
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Coroners Inquest noted ‘accidental drowning the  result of a fishing boat capsizing and throwing deceased in to the sea’.  
 

 

 

 

 
 
In 1941 Samuels widow Lottie (now remarried Lottie Smith)  wrote to the Authorities to try and get Samuels medals for his son 
as she wished him to have them. She appears to have 1 medal but with no ribbon a this point.  Then letter noted in reply 
‘medals not in store’  Whether any medals made to Samuels son is not known.  
 

 
 


