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Henry Alfred Wilson was born on the 5t May 1892 in Harpurhey, Manchester to John and Sarah Wilson. He was their 1st of
4 children, his father a Coach Painter, the family living at 4 Cromwell Street. he was baptised 1 month later on the 5 June
1892.
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On the 14t September 1896 Henry aged 4 was admitted to the Christ Church School ( Pictured), Rochdale Road Harpurhey.
His father noted as John a Painter. They were living at 7 Barnes Street a this point. He remained at school there until 1899.
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In 1901 Henry is aged 8, one of 3 children in the family home 7 Barnes street (demolished) . His father still a Coach Painter
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In 1911 Henry is aged 18 and working as a Salesman Warehouse, General Manchester Goods. He is one of 4 children living
at 41 Belper Street, Harpurhey, his father still a Coach Painter Railway Carriage.
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Little else is known of Henrys early years. When war was declared on the 4t August 1914 he was aged 22 and like many
would be called to serve.

Henry was attested in to service on the 21st May 1915 aged 23. He was 5 foot 6 %z in inches, with a 34 inch chest and good
vision. He was still living at 41 Belper Street. He was given an initial service number 455 and posted to the Royal Army
Medical Corp. He gave his mother as his next of kin.
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The 2nd Western General Hospital was established in 1914 in the Central Secondary School, Whitworth Street Manchester

but by the time Henry was posted it had probably grown to occupy several more locations in the city, the school remaining the
main building.



2nd Western General Hospital (Central Secondary School, Whitworth Street) and another building on Duice Avenue

Through August and October 1915 Harry received his vaccinations and inoculations
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On the 20t October whilst still at the 2nd Western General Hospital Henry signed an agreement to overseas service. As a
Territorial soldier he could not be posted overseas until he agreed.
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On the 10t December 1915 Henry was admitted to the hospital he served in for 4 days with ‘Dizziness’
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He was admitted again on the 22nd January 1916 with Gastric Influenza for 10 days, noted he suffered from it in ‘civil life’
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On the 21st March 1916 Henry was transferred to the 3r (3/2) East Lancashire Field Ambulance (ELFA) . He may have been
given a new service number at this point, 853. 3 ELFA were at No11 Camp Codford when he joined them.
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No10 Camp Codford, No11 Camp would have looked similar.

The 3rd East Lancashire Field Ambulance (WLFA) was a training unit that prepared reinforcements to join service units.



On the 101 May 1916 Henry left the UK ‘en-route (ER) to join a service unit in the Egyptian Expeditionary Force (EEF) probably
traveling through France to Marseilles then by ship to Alexandria arriving on the 22nd May.
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Henry was almost certainly part of a draft posted to the 1/1 East Lancashire Field Ambulance (ELFA). They had been on the
Gallipoli peninsular 1915 and evacuated to Egypt in the January of 1916, part of the 42nd Division.
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The 42nd Division was not prepared for the conditions they found in the Sinai desert. They had not been trained to operate in
heavy sand in mid summer heat, and with insufficient water, the men suffered extreme distress

After several Turkish attacks east of the Suez the 42nd Division with other units advanced through the desert participating in
the Battle of Romani in August 1916 and the advance from Romani to Katia.




BATTLE OF ROMAKI

Position at 4 pm., August 4t
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An Australian Feld Ambulance near Romani and Australian Field Ambulance on the move.




A man of the 1/1 East Lancashire Field Ambulance late 1915. They would have appeared much the same through 1916.
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By December 1916 the 42nd Division was furnishing units to protect the lines of communication at Salmana, Abu Tilul and
On 21 December, 42nd and 52nd Divisions continued to move eastwards towards Masaid.
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By the 17" January 1917 the 42nd Division was no longer in the Sinai Campaign, having been among the first of the
Territorial Force to receive orders for a move to the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) Western Front.

Henrys record show him enroute to BEF on the 27t February 1917 joining the BEF on the 3rd March 1917.
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Then 133 other ranks of the 1/1 ELFA sailed on the Transport Transylvania with other elements of the 42nd Division.
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Men Boarding the Transylvania and Transylvania in Marseilles.

On arrival in Marseilles the men entrained arriving at the Weston Front, Pont Remy on the 5t March at 7:20am. The ground
was covered in 2 inches of snow, a vast difference to the desert they had left less then a week before. They marched to Bray
les Mareuil to billets.
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Pont'Remy.
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\/

Marseilles™™
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Bray les Mareuil
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Alexandria

“Pont'Remy
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[ March 1917 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1stat sea 2nd arrive | 31 rail 4t rail 50 arrive Pont | 6  Arrive Bray | 7t setting billets
Marseilles Remy les Mareuil

8t setting billets 9t setting billets 10t setting billets 11t 7 motor | 12t 13 14t
ambulances arrive

15" to Longpre & | 16t sorting billets | 17t 18t 12 admitted 19t 13 admitted 20t 21 admitted 21st7 admitted

entrained to | and Hospital

Corbie — marched

to Hamel - 5

officers 159 men.

22 18 admitted | 23r 10 admitted 24115 admitted 25t 1 admitted 26 marched to | 27t 8 admitted 28 19 admitted

Men bathed at Marched to Frise | Cappy Mairie | Cleaning billets

Hamel to Camp 56 west | took over from 1/1 | and hospital
of Eclusier South Midland FA

29 6 admitted 30t 21 admitted 31st 27 admitted

Pont.Remy.

March 1917 Movements

“Longpre: . . o




[ April 1917 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st Cappy Mairie 2nd 3d 39 men in | 4t 5t 9 admitted 6t 12 admitted | 7 27 admitted
hospital
8t 29 admitted - | 9% men bathed 100 11t 35 admitted - | 12" 4 admitted 13h 28 admitted | 14" 18 admitted

57 in hospital total

19 admitted

74 in hospital total

15t 64 admitted -
23 of these trench
foot

16t 18 admitted

17t 8 admitted

18t 10 admitted

19t 29 admitted —
65 in hospital total

20t 26 admitted

21st 28 admitted

22nd 10 admitted

23rd 15 admitted

24t 10 admitted

25t 7 admitted

26t taken medical

27t 1 admitted

28t 5 admitted

C Section (48 charge of 170
men) to Templeux German prisoners
le Fosse at Cappy Camp.
21 admitted
29 300 1 admitted -
34 in hospital total
First casualties 11t May 3 wounded in shelling
[ May 1917 | In Trenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st Cappy Mairie 2nd HQ to | 3d all motor | 4t 5th 6t all sectionto | 7t under shelling
B  Section to | TemplexLaFosse | ambulances to Villers Faucon med digging in
Villers Faucon joining B Section | Villers Faucon
at main dressing
station
8t heavy rain - | 9" area shelled 10t area shelled 11t shelling close | 12 men bathed 13" heavy rain — | 14h repairing
many dug outs 1 admitted to Field dugouts flooded dugouts
flooded - men Ambulance
bailing out
15t routine duties | 16" routine duties | 17t routine duties | 18" relived by 2nd | 19 movedtonear | 20 moved to | 21st  took over
Cavalry FA Fins V116 and | Neuville from 62 FA ant
All' men re-join unit | bivouacked in Neuville
from aid posts tents
22n routine duties | 23 31 admitted 24t 23 admitted 25t 27 admitted 26t 33 admitted 27 24 admitted 28th 25 admitted
One section sent
to Maricourt

29t 18 admitted

Gas released by
us - all ranks
warned.

30 gas warning
precautions taken.
21 admitted

31st relived by 2/3
South Midland FA

April & May 1917 movements
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On the 25" may Henry was granted his first Good Conduct Badge
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[ June 1917 | InTrenches K=Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st to Ruyalcourt | 2@ cleaning & | 3 fatigue work 4h  scheme for | 5% cleaning & | 6 fatigues | 7t building
2 stretcher barer | Building building dressing | Building employed in | continues
subdivisions  to staiondrawnup& | 42 men  to | building
Ml Farm & commenced Havrincourt Wood
Havrincourt Wood party
8th building | 9 building | 10*  bathed at | 11t building | 12t  Havrincourt | 13t building | 14%  work on
continues continues Bertincourt for 71 | continues party join building | continues Regimental  aid
men at Ruyalcourt works posts:
and 43 men at Q10a, Q3d, Q14
Havrincourt & on dugouts with
256 Tunnelling
Company RE
15t building | 16t building | 17t building | 18" new | 19t building | 20t building | 21st building
continues continues continues evacuation post at | continues continues continues
J36  with 256
Tunnelling ~ Coy
RE
22nd building | 23r building | 24t building | 25 building | 26t building | 27t building | 28" building
continues continues continues continues continues continues continues
29t Advance | 30t building
Dressing Station | continues on other
opened at | posts
Ruyalcourt
Ruyalcourt

Havrincourt Wood

. O
Bertincourt 4

Ruyalcourt
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Havrincourt wood and the surrounding landscape

1/1 Easl Lancashire Field Ambulance medical posts June 1917
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Sketches for the construction of the medical posts Q3, Q10 & J36d June 1917
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[ July 1917 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st Ruyalcourt 2rd  all works | 3¢ gas alarm - | 4t firstwounded | 5" moved from | 6t 7t
completed box  respirators | admitted. left to right sector
worn relived by 55 | evacuations at
Division FA Ruyalcourt posts
P10c4.4 &
P12b5.0 & Q14 &
Place Montmatre
8t relived by 58 | 9h  moved to | 10t 11 Moved to | 12" training 13t training 14t training
Division FA to | Bihucourt Courcelles
Barastre - billets
in  buildings &
shelters
15t training 16t training 17t training 18t training 19t training 20t training 21st training
220 training 23 training 24 training 25! training 26t training 27 training 28t training
29 training 30t training 318t training
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Example training week for July 1917 at Courcelles

Ypres & Potijez
Advance Dressing
Stations  taken
over

area - one
ambulance hit by
shell driver
wounded
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[ August 1917 | InTrenches K=Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st Courcelles 2nd fraining 3rd training 4t training 5t training 6t training 7 ftraining -
scheme with 126
Infantry Brigade
8t training 9t training 10t training 11t training 12t training 13t training 14t training
15t training 16t training 17t training 18t training 19t training 20t preparing for | 21t moved to
move Mailly-Maillet
22nd 231 to Beaucourt- | 24t to Watou K4b | 25t 26t 27t 28h  orders to
Sur-Ancre & | billeted in Hospice move forward to
entrained Ypres -Brandhoek
29h 2 Section so | 300 Ypres party | 31st collection
to Poperinghe & | billets in Prison & | posts at C30c6.4
train to Ypres Magasine. & C30b5.8 taken
1 Section by road | Brandhoek party | over Heavy
to Brandhoek in tents shelling in Potijez

August 1917 movements
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The Ypres - Potijez medical evacuation route and posts from 28t August to 11t September 1917
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Plans for Dressing Station Ypres

September 1917 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st routine duties | 2 took  over | 34 routine duties 4h 11pm Ypres | 5" large numbers | 6% Division | 7*routine duties &
collection posts in shelled mustard | of gassed men | aftack - extra | evacuating
the line from 49 gas — many men | dealt with during | posts manned at wounded
FA - Rly Wood moved - 2 gassed | the day Square Farm.
Bhvaria  House,
Mill Cottage
8t routine duties 9t routine duties 10t routine duties | 11" relived to | 120 moved to | 13" routine duties | 14" routine duties
Brandhoek Poperinghe - take
over V  Corp

Scabies Station.

15t routine duties

16t routine duties

17t routine duties

181 handed over

19" moved to St

20t routine duties

21stroutine duties

Scabies Station to | Janter Biezen
2/3 Midland FA billeted in huts and
tents School
Camp.  Opened
one hut for sick of
126 Infantry
Brigade.
22 moved to | 23d 24 moved to | 25"  took over | 26Mroutine duties | 27t routine duties | 28! routine duties
Arneke area Ghyvelde - orders | MDS at Groote-
to take over XV | Kwinte farm

Corp Main
Dressing Station
Groote-Kwinte
farm X25b7.7

29t routine duties

30t began moving
Main  Dressing
Station to E5a5.8
Near Oosthoek




September 1917 movements
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September & October 1917 plan for Y Corp Main Dressing Station
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[ October 1917 | InTrenches K=Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st fatigues setting | 2nd fatigues setting | 3 fatigues setting | 4 fatigues setting | 5t fatigues setting | 6t fatigues setting | 7t fatigues setting
up new dressing | up new dressing | up new dressing | up new dressing | up new dressing | up new dressing | up new dressing
station site station site station site station site station site station site station site
8t fatigues setting | 9t fatigues setting | 10t fatigues | 11t fatigues | 12t fatigues | 13t fatigues | 14t Henry
up new dressing | up new dressing | setting up new | setting up new | setting up new | setting up new | admitted to 90
station site station site dressing station | dressing station | dressing station | dressing station | Field Ambulance
site site site site

On the 14t October 1917 Henry was admitted to 139 Field Ambulance running XV Corp Rest Station near Zuydecoote at
D8a2.6 from 90 Field Ambulance with a Pyrexia of Unknown Origin (P.U.O). After 11 days, on the 25" October he was
moved to No36 Casualty Clearing Station at Oosthoek. Admission Records Noted Henry aged 25 with 1/1 East Lancs Field
Ambulance, 2.5 years service and 7 months in France.

139 Field Ambulance had taken over the XV Corp Rest Station on the 14t October from 90 Field Ambulance.
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On the 5t November 1918 Henry was evacuated to the UK.
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Back home he was admitted to the Kitchener Hospital in Brighton, the Pyrexia of Unknown Origin now diagnosed as Malaria.
He was also noted with ‘slight shell shock’ He remained there for 35 days.
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Henry was given leave home from the 29t January 1918 to 8t February 1918 form the Manor War Hospital. Noted on the
record he is now considered fit for duty. After his leave he may have joined the Royal Army Medical Corp Depot at Blackpool.

Inly for use with Men returned from an Hapeditionary Force or from Army Form W. 3016,
3 2 '13, Garrisons Abroad. (In Books of 200.)
No

......... Date ; 191

L
(1) To the Officer i/c Records, /w WA o

(Station).

(2) The Officer Commanding,. : f’/

i 7 // (Station).

P g /
e

/ o B, 2 (Station).
Regimental No.. 232 H2n ' N AR
N e S e et |
s o o A A KN, o - (NS aner 7,004

has beeu granted a furlough from .4 to

m -
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ndlenre vl e ! MM“KJAJ fA oneb o 46
{ v A
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ii. Commmrdmiepot. e

iii, repleyment. 2

1 e SO
b‘ Officer in charge.......: M Hospital,

(3) The Paymaster,

T consider he is
fit for*

* Strike out that
which isinapplicable.

(Station).

Four copies to be made,and one copy sent to each Officer mentioned above and one copy filed in the office.

In the case of men of the Royal Flying Corps, Royal Engineers and Army Ordnance Corps two copies of
AB.W. 3016 will be sent to the Officer in charge Records concerned and one to the Paymaster, iustead of
one copy to the Officer i/c Records, the Paymaster, and O.C. shown in the Schedule.

[MT2635] W13581/M1462 12m bks. 1/17er G &S E. 842

On the 5t April 1918 in front of a Medical board in Blackpool Henry was medically classified Bi.

‘B - Free from serious organic diseases, able to stand service on Lines of Communication in France, or in garrisons in the
tropics’ subcategory ‘Bii - Able to walk 5 miles, see and hear sufficiently for ordinary purposes’
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Four weeks later, on the 6t May 1918 Henry was again posted to join the BEF. This time it is probable, because of his Bii
Classification, he was posted to a General Hospital rather than a Field Ambulance. (he may have re-joined 1/1 EMFA but
there is no record)

It is probable that he was posted to No79 General Hospital (Camp Cimino) in Taranto ltaly
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Henrys service records do not note his movements or units between May 1918 and May 1919. It is possible he spent a year
in Italy at 79 General Hospital, possibly seeing the war come to an end there on the 11t November 1918.

Henry eventually left Italy for home from 79t General Hospital on thew 234 April 1919

To s~ Officer i/c.
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He arrived back in the UK on the 5t May 1919 heading to Prees Heath Camp where he was issued his Protection and Identity
Certificate.
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At the end of may there were queries as to the award of the Silver War badge and Kings Certificate.
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Henry was Discharged form service on the 2nd June 1919
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From the 3rd June 1919 Henry was awarded a pension 8 shillings 3 pence a week. He stated 3 disabilities, Malaria attributed
to service, Debility 7 ... A....... and degree of disability 30%. His unit was noted a RAMC H Company Blackpool.
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Back in civilian life, on the 20t September 1919 Henry married Rhoda Gardner. He was noted a Salesman living at 28 Milbrook
Street Harpurhey Manchester.
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Millbrook Street Harpurhey

Henrys pursuit for a Silver War Badge continued through late 1919. The badge worn on civilian clothing denoted medical
discharge and avoided calls of cowardice, even tough the war in Europe was over British forces were still fighting in Russia
and Afghanistan. The badge was finally despatched in early November 1919.
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Through 1920 1921and 1922 Henry continued to attend medical boards where his disability was assessed.
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In April 1920 having received his Silver War Badge Henry wrote querying the where abouts of his Kings Certificate.
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This was received on the 20t August 1920
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Example Silver War Badge and Kings Certificate for Honourable Discharge.
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The 1921 census shows Henry and Rhoda still living at 28 Millbrook Street , Henry working as a Textile Salesman at William

(Wm) Sutcliffe Ltd.
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On the 25! August Henry and Rhode had a Daughter Margaret, their only child.

In the 1939 Register the family is still living at the same address, henry a linen and cotton Salesman.

vz MV AV )/
e 2 s
) - -~
” AF ._7 74/
e v il e 5

I I R I I )
v

Henry passed away in 1955

aged 63.



