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George  Burley was born  on the 28th September  1881  in Sheffield  to Charles and Clara Burley. He was their 1st of 2 sons. 
His father was a  File Hardener.  
 

 

 
 

By 1891 George was aged 9 and at school. He was living with his parents and brother at 18 Hilton Street Brightside, Sheffield. 
 

 
 

It is hard to place George or any of his family  in the 1901 census.   At some point he met his future spouse, Sophie Ann 
Fenton.  
 

Mother died 1902 ? 
 

On the 30th March 1902 they had their first child, a son,  Charles.   
 

George and Sophie were not married until 28th September 1903.  
 

 
 
 

Little else is known of Georges early years. At  some point he became a Miner.  
 

On the 30th December 1904 a second child was born, a daughter,  Florence. She was not baptised until 1908 when the family 
were living in Treeton near Sheffield.  They are noted living in ‘the village’ George a Miner.  (George second name Leo ?) 
 

 

 



 

8 months later, in  December 1908 the family seat sail for Canada. What spurred this decision is not known but with  such a 
young family it may have been for economic reasons.  
 

They left Liverpool, sailing 3rd class,  on the 12th December  on the SS Pretorian  arriving at Halifax,  Nova Scotia  on the 22nd 
December 1908. They were destined  for Toronto. 
 

 

 
 

Georges occupation  is noted    ‘Hotel Book’, his wife’s Hotel Kitchen-maid. 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

When exactly the family arrived in Toronto is not know. One year after their arrival, on the 28th December 1909 a third child, 
Clara,  was born  in the city. Georges occupation is  noted a Miner.  
 

 

 
 
At some point the family were living at  101 Laughton Avenue,  Toronto. It is not known if this was their first home in the city. 
 

  
 

In the 1911 Census of  Canada  the family of 5 are living in district 135  South York, in York Township, Ontario. George is 
noted a Miller ( this is probably a transcription error and George still a Miner)  
 

 

 
 

On the 29th October 1913 a 2nd  son was born, George Harold.   George was noted working as a Labourer. 
 

 
 



When war was declared on the 4th August 1914 George was aged 32 and although now a Canadian national and living in 
North America, like many neutralised Canadians he would volunteer to serve.  
 

He enlisted in Toronto on the 26th January 1916  aged 34. He was 5 foot 4 inches tall with a fresh complexion, grey eyes and 
brown hair.  He was noted working as a Coal Miner living at 101 Laughton Avenue. 
 

 

 
 



Geroge was given the service number 799662  and posted to the  134 Overseas Battalion (48th Highlanders) Canadian 
Expeditionary Force. he was noted a (coal miner)  
 

 
 

In 134 Battalion George was a member of C company  
 

 
 

134 battalion was Barracked  in the CNE Horticulture buildings in Toronto (pictured Barracks January 1916) 
 

 
 

 
 
 



12 platoon C company  Toronto. (George was in C Company)  
 

 
 

In May 1916 134 Battalion moved to Camp Niagara (pictured) and then on to Borden Camp 
 

 
 

134 Battalion at Borden in shirt sleeves summer 1916 
 

 
 

On the 30th June 1916 , whilst George was at camp his wife gave birth to a  daughter Hetty Juliana. She had moved to 2 
Archer Street by this point.  
 

 



From the 10th to 19th July George was admitted to the Base Hospital  in Toronto with Urethritis. 
 

 
 

Georges Pay 25th January to July  1916  whilst in Canada. 
 

 
 

Just a few weeks later 134 Battalion Embarked for Europe. It is not known if George get to see his new daughter before sailing.  
 

The men left Borden on the 5th August 1916 and embarked on the SS Scotsman at Halifax on the 8th August  arriving in the  
UK on the 19th August.  They were escorted by the armoured cruiser HMS Carnarvon. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



On arrival in the UK the proceeded to Bramshott Camp 
 

 
 

Georges family received Overseas pay of $15 once he had sailed for Europe.  
 

 
 

Change of address for the family in Canada noted in November 1916. 
 

 
 
On the 7th October it was decide that 350 men would be transferred form 134 Battalion as reinforcements to the 15th Battalion 
in France.  
 

 
 



On the 1st November the Battalion moved to Whitley Camp in Surrey (men of 134 Battalion pictured training at Whitley) 
 

 
 

Pictures of George date and location not known  
 

 
 
On the 28th November 1916 George was SOS (Struck off Strength) of 134 Battalion at Whitley and TOS (Taken on Strength) 
15th Battalion on the 29th.  He left to join unit ‘Overseas’ in France on the 1st December 1916 joining them on the 2nd December.  
 

 

 



 
 

The units war diary daily orders of 15th Battalion shows George as part of a draft joining them.  
 

 
 
The 15th Battalion had been in France since February 1915 were at Villers-au-Bois  when George joined them on the 2nd 
December.  On the 3rd they moved to Gouy-Servins. 
 

 
 

Just 8 days after joining the battalion, on the 10th December 1916 George was sent to the  1st Canadian Division School, 
‘Bombing’  for 6 days training until the 16th December when he re-joined the 15th Battalion  
 

 
 
 
 



December 1916 In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st  to France  
 

2nd  joined unit  3rd Villers-au-Bois   4th    Gouy-Servins  5th Gouy-Servins 6th    Gouy-Servins 
 

7th Gouy-Servins 

8th Gouy-Servins 
 

9th Gouy-Servins 10th  to Bombing 
school  

11th Bombing 
school 

12th Bombing 
school 

13th Bombing 
school – rest of  
15th Bttn to trench 
- Berthonval Farm 
Sector near Mont 
St Eloi 

14th Bombing 
school 

15th Bombing 
school 
 

16th re-joined unit  
- trenches  

17th relived to 
brigade support  - 
Cabaret Rouge  

18th brigade 
support  - Cabaret 
Rouge 

19th brigade 
support  - Cabaret 
Rouge 

20th brigade 
support  - Cabaret 
Rouge 

21st  divisional 
reserve Gouy-
Servins 

22nd to corp 
reserve – 
Haillicourt 

23rd corp reserve – 
Haillicourt 

24th corp reserve – 
Haillicourt 

25th Christmas 
dinners & concert 

26th  training – 
Haillicourt 

27th training – 
Haillicourt 

28th training – 
Haillicourt 

29th  drill & route 
march  
 

30th drill – 
Haillicourt 

31st sports pm– 
Haillicourt 

    

 

December 1916 movements. 
 

 
 
Berthonval Farm Sector trenches  
 

 
 
 
 



Photo taken form the tower in Mont St Eloi looking across Berthonval  Farm to the British and German Lines beyond. 
 

 
 
15th Battalion. Christmas 1916 and New Year 1917 possibly at Haillicourt. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



January 1917  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st corp reserve – 
Haillicourt – 
training  

2nd training  3rd training 4th    training 5th training 6th     training 7th   training 

8th  training 
 

9th  training 10th  training 11th  training 12th  training 13th  training 14th  training 

15th   training 
 

16th  training 17th  training 18th  training 19th  to divisional 
reserve Bully 
Grenay 

20th 7pm to 
trenches  - right 
sector reliving 19th 
Battalion around 
M9 & M15   

21st light shelling  

22nd light shelling 
 

23rd light shelling 24th light shelling 25th light shelling 26th to divisional 
reserve Bully 
Grenay 

27th training  28th training  

29th  training  
 

30th to trenches in 
the snow  

31st  quiet day      

 
Right Sector Trenches  around M9 & M15 20th January 1917  through February 1917.  
 

 
 
Trenches near Calonne April 1917. 

 



February 1917  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st  trenches M9 & 
M15 snipers 
active – patrols 
sent out 
 

2nd snipers active 
– patrols sent out 

3rd  snipers active  4th     snipers active  5th  enemy activity 
– stood too  - 
relived to brigade 
reserve  - Calonne  

6th    brigade 
reserve  - Calonne 
 

7th stood too – 
enemy movement 
– moved to line – 
no attack returned 
to Calonne. 

8th Calonne – 
working parties to 
engineers  

9th working parties 
to engineers  
 

10th  stood too  11th  to trenches – 
quiet  

12th patrols sent 
out  

13th artillery active 
- patrols sent out  

14th  some MG fire 
– patrols sent out 
– black and whit 
dog seen in no 
mans land.  

15th  sniping and 
considerable MG 
fire – many flares 
– patrols sent out   

16th sniping and 
considerable MG 
fire – many flares 

17th  relived to 
brigade reserve – 
Bully Grenay 

18th parade  19th   training  20th  training  21st training  

22nd  practice 
attack then  to 
trenches – right 
sub sector  - 
complete 12am  

23rd  very quiet – 
patrols sent out  

24th  trench 
mortars & artillery 
duel  
Enemy night  raid 
repulsed  

25th  patrols sent 
out – MG activity 
more then usual  

26th trench 
mortars – patrols 
sent out  

27th  artillery duel 
4am  

28th  light shelling - 
- patrols sent out – 
bombing attack by 
one  - ‘hun blown 
to pieces’  

 
 

March 1917  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st  in trenches  - 
many flares – 
artillery active  

2nd  relived to 
Calonne   

3rd  relived to 
Grenay   

4th     to Ruitz  5th  training  6th     training   
 

7th  training   

8th to Camblain 
L’Abbe  
 

9th  to Bois-des-
Alleux   

10th  training   11th  training  12th to brigade 
support  - working 
parties to front 
lines 

13th – working 
parties to front 
lines  

14th working 
parties to  front 
lines  

15th working 
parties to  front 
lines – returned 
4am 

16th working 
parties to  front 
lines – returned 
4am 

17th working 
parties to  front 
lines – returned 
4am 

18th  to trenches – 
near Neuville St 
Vasst  

19th   20th   21st  

22nd  To hospital  
 

       

 

Trenches 18th March  
 

 
 
On the 22nd March 1917  George was admitted to Hospital sick. Across the 23rd and 24th March he was moved to No6 Canadian 
Field Ambulance  at Fresnicourt and on to No23 Casualty Clearing Station (CCS) at  Lozinghem 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
On the 27th March 1917 he was admitted to  4th General Hospital at Camiers.  
 

 
 

 
 
 On the 8th April 1917 he was evacuated to the  UK  ‘sick’ on the Hospital  Ship Stad Antwerpen  
 

 
 

 
 

The Hospital  Ship Stad Antwerpen embarked 548 men on the evening of the 8th April and morning of the 9th before sailing for 
Dover and disembarking.  
 

 
 



15th Battalion Daily orders for  the 16th April not Georges evacuation to the UK , on the 8th  April posted to 1 Central Ontario 
Regimental Depot at Shorncliffe  
 

 

 
 

On arrival in the UK on the 9th  April 1917 George  was admitted to  the  3rd  Western General Hospital in Cardiff  and taken 
on strength Central Ontario Regimental Depot  for administration  purposes.  
 

 
 

 
 

On the 20th April 1917 George was moved to the to Canadian Convalescent Hospital   Epsom – he was noted with  ‘pain in 
back and limbs’.  
 

 

 
 

Canadian Convalescent Hospital   Epsom 

 



On the 26th April he was  moved to No3 Canadian Convalescent Depot at (St) Leonards then on command to No1CCD where 
he was attached for pay. 
 

 
 

After  2 months  On the 26th June he was Discharged form No1 CCD at St Leonards  and Taken on Strength (TOS)  5th 
Reserve Battalion. at Shoreham. 
 

 
 

On the 26th September he was taken on strength CETD (Canadian Engineers Training Depot) at West Sandling, 
 

 

 
 

 

 



Georges wife continued to receive dependants pay whilst he was overseas from August 1916. 
 

 
 

On the 7th November 1917  George was transferred to 3rd  Tunnelling  Company Canadian Engineers. As a Miner this was 
utilising his pre-war skill set.  
 

 
 

On the 8th November 1917  he headed overseas to join the Company in France.  
 

 
 

A group of 34 men joined the Company as reinforcements on the 11th November. George was almost certainly amongst them.  
 

 
 

No3 Tunnelling Company was working on various sites  along and around the Ypres to Menin Road at the time. These included 
mine shafts, trench works, dugouts and accommodation for men and repairing shell damage.  
 

 



 
November 1917  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 

 

8th TO FRANCE  
 

9th BASE DEPOT  10th BASE DEPOT 11th  JOINED 
UNIT  

12th gas shelled  13th  enemy attack 
repulsed by 
artillery  

14th  working in 
I24d & I7b 

15th work in J10a 
shelled  - tools 
blown away  
 

16th  working on 
Polygon Butte 
J10a 

17th working on 
Polygon Butte 
J10a & I23a 

18th working on 
Polygon Butte 
J10a & I23a 

19th working on 
Polygon Butte 
J10a & I23a 

20th working on 
Polygon Butte 
J10a & I23a 

21st working on 
Polygon Butte 
J10a & I23a 

22nd working on 
shaft in  J8b 
 

23rd  working on 
dugouts in I24d  

24th  working in I24 
at Top Top for 
accommodation 
for 500 men  

25th working on 
Polygon Butte 
J10a & I24 

26th working on 
Polygon Butte 
J10a & I24 

27th working on 
Polygon Butte 
J10a & I24 

28th working on 
Polygon Butte 
J10a & I24 

29th working on 
Polygon Butte 
J10a & I24 
 

30th working on 
Polygon Butte 
J10a & I24 

31st working on 
Polygon Butte 
J10a & I24 

November 
Casualties  
10 W  
4K  
14 gassed  

   

 

November and December 1917 work areas of 3rd Tunnelling Company ( major works listed but not others in the area) 
 

 
 
December 1917  
 

 
 
 
 



Work on Hooge Crater  

 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

George mentioned in an article relating to his 4 brotheres in law.  Toronto  Star  14th December 1917  
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

20th December 1917 new works on Work in J3c Polygon dugout   which was shelled on the  21st  and work in J8,  Dead Mule 
Dugout.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 



The 3rd Tunnelling Company War diary noted on the 22nd December 1917 ‘Hostile Artillery fairly quiet except for some 
registration by heavy howitzers in I24 and I34.  
 

 
 

Areas noted shelled on the 22nd December 1917 in the war diary. 
 

 
 

The 3d Tunnelling Company war diary also noted George wounded on the 22nd December 1917.   
 

George written a  J not G Burley 799622. 
 

 



Local newspaper cutting report George was wounded at Passchendaele as he was working at a trench with 3 or 4 other men 
but this is some distance north of where the 3rd Tunnelling company was working a the time (around and along the Ypres to 
Meinin Road) and is not a probable location.  
 

The article  noted the men hearing a whistling of a ‘Jack Johnson’  and George throwing him self down, the shell bursting a 
few feet away killing the other men and wounding him terribly.  The war diary does not note  any men killed in December but 
does note 2 other men wounded on the 22nd.  
 

 
 

A ‘Jack Johnson’  was the  nickname  of  a heavy German 15cm Howitzer shell that due to its size, the black smoke produced 
on explosion, and its "punch" or powerful impact was  thought similar to the punch of famous boxer Jack Johnson.  
 

Though the war diary noted the Heavy Howitzer’s shelling I24 & I34 on the 22nd it is probable that George was not wounded 
in at I34 but I24 remains an unlikely possibility. One document noted his wound origin as  Ypres, I24 is the closer location.  
 

 
 

The new works started on the 20th December 1917  in J3c Polygon dugout which was shelled on the  21st  and work in J8,  
Dead Mule Dugout would also be possible locations for the wounding, closer to Ypres along with  around Hooge Crater.  
 

 
 

The same day, the 22nd December 1917 George  was admitted to 3rd New Zealand Field Ambulance  in the field  - ‘high 
explosive wound  buttock’. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Locations of 3rd NZFA close to Hooge and the Ypres  - Menin road  
 

 



Regardless of exactly where George was wounded, all casualties were cleared via Hooge to the Ecole Bienfaisance.  
 

 
 

Motor and Horse Ambulances of 3rd New Zealand Field Ambulance 1917 
 

 
 

3rd New Zealand Field Ambulance 1917 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

The same day, the 22nd December he  was moved from No3 NZFA to No10 Casualty Clearing Station (CCS) at Remy Siding 
where a large FB  was removed and a partial  fracture to his Coccyx (bone at the base of spine) The wound was noted 
‘cleaned’.  An article in a local paper noted ‘A piece of Shrapnel weighing several ounces was removed form his  back’.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



One of the CCS at Remy Siding 
 

 
 

On the 24th December, Christmas Eve, George was admitted to 55 General Hospital at Wimereux 5 miles from Boulogne 
almost certainly by ambulance train where a piece of clothing and bomb fragments were removed through the wound.  
 

 
 

An Ambulance train at Remy  

 
 

 
 

 
 

George spent Christmas Day 1917 at the Hospital in Wimereux.  



 
55 General Hospital at Wimereux 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



On the 27th December  1917 George was invalided  wounded  back to England on the Ambulance Transport (Hospital Ship) 
St David. Struck Of  Strength  (SOS)  to CERD. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

On arrival in the UK he was moved to St Johns Hospital, the Grange Southport Ward A.  assessment on the 28th 
December19178 noted  Wound of Buttock Right and side of thigh, Grayish and not very healthy.  A good deal of tenderness.  
 

 
 

Though ‘doing well’ on the 9th January clothing and bomb ? fragments were removed through the wound on the 19th January 
1918.   George was noted running a fluctuating temperature for 3 to 4 weeks and the wound was re opened for drainage.  
 

 
 

 
 

On the 24th January his notes state he had bneen running a temperature cant lie on right side and ……. The wound is drains 
badly.  
 

 



 
29th January 1918  For x ray  
I am of the opinion that the pain complained of in the left buttock is of a neurological character  – probably fictitious ?  and 
should sugest  thst meducal ……. Only be a adopted until the wound in the right buttock is quite healed.  
 

 
 

 
 

8th February 1918  - has a running temp. ……explored under an …. ..no puss? Found .…. Opening made in left buttock but 
no puss ? found  
 

 
 
6th April  1918 - had frequently complained of difficulty in passing urine. ….. … VR Catheter  ….. a few days ago. Non graduated 
solid …. without difficulty ……. Bleeding ? allowed attempts to pass VR instrument, also todays attempts with solid  …… 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



George  remained at the Grange for 3 months, until the 9th  April  1918 when he was moved to the Wellington Road Auxiliary 
Hospital Liverpool.  The wound was healing but not fully,  George had difficulty walking, had a pain in his abdomen and a high 
temperature of 98 deg. 
 

 
 

The hospital was a small one with only 39 beds.  

 



On the 26th April George  was transferred to the Military (Canadian) Convalescent Hospital at Woodcote park. 
 

 
 

 
 

His buttocks had healed  but very deeply adherent  ( sticky tacky  glutinous ) has great difficulty walking has a pain in his 
abdomen and a high temperature of 98 deg. 
 

 
 

Woodcote appraisal ….. with buttocks healed but adherent – some loss of underlying tissue otherwise symptoms negative  
 

 



Medical Board 26th July 1918  
 

 



 





On the 1st August 1918 George  was medically classified Biii - B - Free from serious organic diseases, able to stand service 
on Lines of Communication in France, or in garrisons in the tropics – sub section B3 -  Only suitable for sedentary work 
 

 
 

He  remained at Woodcote until the 9th August 1918  when he was discharged and  ‘on command’  to 3rd CCD  (Canadian 
Command Depot) Seaford Camp pictured. He was there for the Gymnasium and rehabilitation.  
 

 

 
 

 
 
Remarks from 3rdCCD Remedial Treatment Gymnasium, Canadian Hospitals and Command Depots. - Unable to walk quickly 
or sit down – GSW Sevr….. in both buttocks fragments of shrapnel passed through thigh R. …. Of thigh. 50% …… . 
 

 



On the 9th September 1918  George was ‘ceased on Command 3rd CCD and on Command 1st CCD Buxton  (Canadian 
Discharge Depot at Buxton)  pending return to Canada. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

On the 23ed September George was Struck off Strenght and embarked on HMTS Cardiganshire for Canada.  
 

 
 

 



 
 

George  arrived in Quebec on the 7th October 1918  and was given leave from the 9th to 29th October 1918.  
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



A medical board on the 24th October noted all George’s wounds and scaring, his inability to walk properly, limping, with 
tenderness of the wounds. He was unable to sit for prolonged periods and noted ‘man looks debilitated and far from well’.  
 

 



 





 
 





 
 

 
 

George was discharged medically unfit for service on the 31st October 1918.  He was 36 years old.  
 

 
 



 
 

Georges wife had continued to receive dependents pay throughout his service EG Pay  31st October 1918.  
   

 
 
 
George saw the war come to an end on the 11th November 1918 back home in Canada, far from recovered form his wounds.  
 
 
 



 
 

Life back home with his wife  and 5 children cant have been easily with his disabilities. The family were  living at 86 Empress 
Crescent  Toronto. (pictured but demolished).   
 

 
 
Some of Georges family.  
 

Wife Sophie         Charles                     Florence      Clara                               Geroge                        Hetty  

        
 
 
 
 



By the 1920’s George  had taken  a job at the Toronto Evening Telegram.   A photo of George  taken possibly just after his 
return.  

 
 

George never recovered from his war wounds.  On the 16th April whilst on his walk to work he  ‘Dropped dead in street’ aged 
just 38.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Georges death was attributed to his service. he was buried in the Soldiers Plot at Prospect Cemetery in Toronto. His grave is 
number 666 in section 7. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



The age on Georges Grave Stone has been written as 28 not 38.  
 

 
 
For his war service George was posthumously awarded  the War and Victory medals sent to his Widow Sophie.  Sophie also 
received a Bronze Memorial Plaque and Memorial Scroll and  the Memorial (Silver) Cross as a widow of a man lost due to 
active service. They were issued in July 1920 months after Georges death.  
 

 
 



  
 

 
 



 


