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William Stuart Plant was born  on the 19th February 1893 in Sheffield to Samuel and Mary Plant.  He was their 8th and last 
child and only son.  He was baptised on the 19th March 1893. His father was a Grocer.  
 

 

 
 

In the 1901 census William is aged 8, one of 7 children in the family home at 547 Abbeydale Road Eccleshall Sheffield  
 

 
 

in 1911 William is aged 18 and living with 6 sisters and parents at 174 Vincent Road, Sharrow, Sheffield, his father still a 
grocer, William working as a Clark.  
 

 

 

 
 

Little else is known of Williams early years.  When war broke out on the 4th August 1914 he was aged 21 and like many William 
would be called to serve.  



William was Attested in to service on the 8th December 1915 and posted to the Army Reserve.  
 

 
 

William was mobilised on the 1st February 1916 in Pontefract at the depot of the Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry (KOYLI).  
His address was the same as in the 1911 census and his occupation a Order Clerk. He was now 22 years 10 month, 5 foot 
6/8 inches. He gave his mother Mary as his next of kin.  
 

 
 

He was given the service number No27205   and posted to the depot of the KOYLI. On the 3rd February he was posted to the 
3rd (Reserve) Battalion KOYLI. 
 

 
 

Depot of the KOYLI at Pontefract  
 

 
 



The 3rd (Reserve) Battalion KOYLI was posted to Hull on mobilisation  where it acted a  training Battalion for recruits befor 
posting to Service Battalions.  William would have undertaken his basic training with them.  
 

It is possible William undertook some training as a machine gunner within the 3rd KOYLI, this required a specialist aptitude 
and understanding of mathematics and was somewhat of a specialist roll, though there is no documentation to support this.  
 

After 3 months with the 3rd KOYLI,  on the 9th May 1916  William was posted to the Depot of the Machine Gun Corp (MGC) 
near Grantham at Belton Park. William may have received a new service number at this point 34927 
 

 
 

His ‘Transfer Clothing and Necessaries Statement’ show the basic items of uniform William was in possession of.  
 

 
 



Belton Park  Camp 
 

 
 

 
 

Machine Gunners of the MGC training.  
 

 
 
 



William remained at Belton Park training for only 8 weeks, which may indicate he already had some experience with Machine 
Guns. On the 17th July 1916 he headed to join the British Expeditionary Force in France (BEF). on the 18th he was posted to 
the MGC Depot at Camiers. His record note ‘M Gun Corps 30 Draft to BEF’  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

On the 21st July 1916, 4 days after arriving in France William was posted to Company of the MGC. His records state 100 
Company but this is crossed out and 19 Company written. 
 

 
 



19 Company MGC was attached to the 19th Infantry Brigade of the 33rd Division.  
 

 
 

19 Coy MGC had just come out of the line and was at  rest at Buire sur L’ancre on the Somme at the end of July 1916. Their 
War Diary notes a draft of 28 men arriving on the 23rd July. William may have been part of this draft. 2 other drafts arrive at 
the end of July, 85 men on the 26th and 9 on the 31st.  
 

 
 

 
 

19 Coy MGC remained at Buire with the 19th Infantry Brigade through the end of July and in to August training, drilling and 
restructuring following the losses of early July. On the 6th of August  19 Coy moved to west of Fricourt  where they continued 
training.  (War Diary extract) 
 

 
 



 
 

On the 13th August 19 Coy MGC moved to Fricourt, the same day William was admitted to No34 Casualty Clearing Station at 
Vecquemont with Impetigo (a highly contagious skin infection resulting in red blistering and yellow crusting) the Admission 
record notes him with the 3rd KOYLI attached to 19 MG Coy, 23 years old and 1 month in France.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

The next day, on the 14th August he was admitted to No31 Ambulance train at Vecquemont and moved to  Rouen. 
 

 

 

 
 
 



At Rouen William  was almost certainly admitted to hospital where he remained until the 18th July when he was evacuated 
back to the UK. He had been in France 33 days.  
 

 
 

 
 

There is little documentation for William once he returns to the UK. He was certainly admitted to Hospital and in November 
1916 is in Bath War Hospital.  
 

 
 

 
 
From the 2nd to 11th  November William was given furlough form the hospital to visit home, his family address noted as his 
address on whilst on leave.  After leave he may have been discharged from hospital as his leave documents noted him fit for 
duty at ‘Command Depot’. 



 



Williams time between November 1916 to July 1917 is not documented, it is possible he was back at the MGC Depot at Belton 
Park.  
 

By the 16th July 1917 he was fully recovered and was on his way back to France, posted to 249 Company MGC. 
 

 

 
 

249 Company had been formed at Belton Park and headed to France on the 16th July, 10 officers, 177 men’s and 54 horses.  
 

 
 

Three ship arrived at Le Havre on the 17th July, the SS Archangel, SS Lydia and SS Hunslet. 249 Coy were on one of these 
vessels.  
 

 
 

SS Archangel             SS Lydia 

 
 

On the 20th July 249 Coy headed north, to Westoutre to join the 14th (Light) Division, where they remained billeted until the 
27th July.  
 

 
 
 



On the 27th July  A C & D Sections of 249 Coy went on to  Anti Aircraft  Duty at ammunition dumps at Kemmel,  Dranoutre & 
Baileul,  B Section remained at Westoutre Training.  The Section  remained in these same locations until the 5th August  when 
they reunited and the Company marched to Caestre.   On they  moved to 15th to Wippenhoek, 17th to Ouderdom and 18th to 
Chateau Segard.  
 

 
 

 
 

On 19th August the men began to mover to positions in the line east of  Zillebeke at J19a6.8 to J19c5.8 
 

 
 



 
 

The Company suffered it first casualties on the 20th August 1917. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



On the 29th August 1917 249 Coy MGC marched to Thieushouk where the resumed  training and on the 3rd September 1917 
to Mahutonga Camp. T19b4.6 from there the sections were posted independently the remainder training.  
 

 
 

 

 



On the 1st October 249 Coy MGC marched to Bailleul and entrained for Marseilles, heading overseas top the Mediterranean 
theatre. They arrived in Marseilles  arriving on the 4th and marching to camp.  
 

 
 

On the 15th October 1917 249 Coy MGC boarded on the Transport SS Minnetonka,  sailing  on the 20th escorted by 2 Japanese 
destroyers.  
 

 
 

Sailing via Malta and Port Said  in very cramp hot conditions  they arrived at the mouth of the Shatt el Arab (river) in 
Mesopotamia (Iraq) on the 7th November where they transferred to  other transports the Janus, Chenab and Egra then sailing 
up river to the docks at Magil, Basra where they disembarked an reunited  at No3 Camp Magil.  
Williams record. 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 
On the 26th November the 249 Company marched to No9 Warf and embarked on P.S. (Paddle Steamer) 16 & 6 towing  4 
barges with 207 Company up the Tigris for Amara arriving at 5:30pm on the 28th. On the 29th they disembarked and marched 
to No1 MG Camp.  
 

 
 

Paddle Steamer  14 and another PS with barges attached on the Tigris  
 

 
 



 

 
 

249 MG Company spent the whole of December 1917 and January 1918 at Amara training  
 

 
 

On the 31st  January 1918  the Company HQ with B & C  sections embark on PS (Paddle Steamer) 56 heading up river 
followed on the  3rd February by  A & D section embarking  on PS58.   On the 6th HQ,  B & C sections arrived  at Bagdad 
setting camp on the  right bank  of the river. On the  9th A & D sections arrived joining them.  here they spent the rest of the 
rest of February training. 
 

 
 

Baghdad 1918  

 



Them men left camp near Baghdad on the 12th March 1918 marching  to Khadimain (a northern suburb of the city),  on the 
13th to Mashahidah, 14th to Sumaichah and 15th to Akab where they spent the rest of March and April 1918 training,  providing 
camp guard & Anti-Aircraft  duty and preparing  hot weather accommodation.  
 

 
 

249 MG Company spent May 1918 on guard duty and escorting Royal Field Artillery  Brigades to Samarra and a further 14 
miles to Mohamed- el-Hassan, back to Samarra on the 17th spending the rest of May there improving the camp.  
 

 



 

 
 

Samarra pictured and a British camp near Samarra. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
249 MG Company remained at Samarra through  June,  July,  August, September and into October 1918  training and 
undertaking courses.    There were various movements during this time. On the 30th August B Section to Mohamed-el-Hassan,  
6th September   A Section to Daur  and 15th sept C & D sections to Samarra Aerodrome  
 

On the 8th October 1918  the unit received orders to move to Tikrit escorting 337 Brigade Royal Field Artillery arriving on the 
12th October.  
 

 
 

 
 

On the 21st October the unit  marched to Jift Post escorting 337 Brigade RFA  in preparation for an attack. The company took 
up positions and registered on the Turkish trenches.  on the 24th all guns were brought out of action, the Turks having left the 
trenches. the company moved forward to Fathah on the 24th.  
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
On the 30th October 1918 249 MG Company marched to Lesser Zab Camp 800 yards down river.   On the  3rd November 
they marched to Fat-ha Jift  and 4th to Laqlaq Island near Jift.  Here, near Jift  William saw war in  the war come to an end 
with the Armistice on the 11th November 1918.  
 

The men remained near Jift training through the end of 1918 and in to 1919. The units war diary ends on the 31st January 
1919.  
 

From  February 1918 249 MG Company were part of the 18th Indian Division. 



On the 29th March 1919 William began the process of his Demobilisation, filling in his statement as to disability stating none.  
 

His unit was noted  Machine Gun Corp ‘attached School of Musketry’ 
 

 
 

 
 
 



The paperwork was signed in ……………… 
 

 
 

His Dispersal Certificate  filed on the same day notes the equipment he possessed and him being at the School of Musketry 
MGC. 
 

 
 



On the 14th April 1919 William embarked from Basra on the Hired Transport (HT) Ekma, heading to the UK via India for 
Demobilization.   
 

 
 

 
 

Williams record show him  ‘En-route’  to India 15th April to 13th May 1919  arriving  in India on the 14th May 1919.  
 

 
 

It is not noted where in India William arrived (possibly Bombay) nor where he was sent on disembarking. He was probably 
sent to the demobilisation  camp at Deolali  (Doolally) just outside Bombay but he was not destined for Demobilisation. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Deolali  Camp 
 

 
 
Though the armistice had been signed and the war over there was growing unrest on the North West Frontier of India. In May 
1919 war broke out between British India and Afghanistan resulting in tribal warfare.  
 

With a need for combat experienced troops in to send north William was transferred to the Armoured Motor Batteries of the 
Machine Gun Corp. His official date of transfer to the 11th Armoured Motor Battery  was the 3rd June 1919 though he was  
possibly with them before that. 
 

 
 

 
 
The 11th Armoured Motor Battery (AMB) was created in Ambala, India, in 1915. The battery consisted of three Straker-Squire 
Armoured Cars, plus support elements. In 1919 they were part of the 2nd Armoured Motor Brigade along with the 8th and 14th 
Armoured Motor Battery.  
 

After the Great War, the three mentioned Straker-Squire were replaced by three Austin Armoured Cars of the 4th series, from 
the Middle East. 
 

11th Armoured Motor Battery – early photo. 
 

 
 
 



The 11th Armoured Motor Battery (AMB) joined the Baluchistan Force at  Quetta on the 20th June 1919  from Ambala.   
 

 
 

Williams record noted him at Ambala 

 
 

Ambala Barracks  

 
 

Quetta 

 
 



On the 28th July 1919  11th AMB headed to Hindubagh, they may have been part of the Railway Protection troops. On the 23rd 
July the Station at Hindubagh had been attacked and burned.  
 

 
 

 
 

Civil & Military Gazette (Lahore) 2nd August 1919 
 

 
 



 
 
Little is known of 11th  AMB movements through  August and  September  1919, they possibly stayed in the Quetta area.  
 
By the 5th October 1919 William was in  Karachi with  ‘Malaria MT in blood’ and by the 6th was in Colaba Hospital in Bombay.  
 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 
William  was discharged from hospital on the 27th October 1919.  
 

 
 

 



 
 



4 weeks later, by the 26th November 1919 William was back in the UK at the Demobilisation Centre,  Ripon Camp where his 
Protection and identity certificate was issued.  He was discharged on the 23rd December 1919.  
 

 

 
 



William left service with a clean conduct sheet his caricature noted as Good.  
 

 
 

 
 

In August 1920  Pension and Disability Documents were submitted  
 

 
 



His disability was noted as Malaria Attributed to service, a 20% disability and  was paid 8 shillings a week. 
 

 
 
 



He was paid 8 shillings a week through 1921 & 1922 undergoing regular assessments  with  no grounds for further award in 
1923,  
 

 

 
 

 
 



For his war service William revived the 1915 star, British war and Victory Medals  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

He also received the India General Service Medal with 1919 North West Frontier Clasp. 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 



After demobilisation William retuned to 174 Vincent Road  Sheffield ( the family 1911 census address)  
 
On the 18th September 1928 William aged 35 married Marjorie Gillibrand in Blackpool, Marjorie’s home town. He was still 
living at the same address and working as a Type Founders Clerk.  
 

 
 
Todmorden & District News  28th September 1928 

 
 
From at least 1932  William and Marjorie  are living at 17 Glebe St Hendon, Middlesex. In the 1939 register they are still at the 
same address William a ‘Traveller Type Founders’ 
 

 

 
 
It is not known if William and Marjorie   had any children.  
 
William Passed away on the 8th January 1962 aged 69  
 

 


