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Richard Joshua Giriggs Askew was born  on the 17th January  1888 in Clowne, Derbyshire to Richard and Mary Askew (his 
mother’s maiden name Griggs) He was baptised on the 16th April 1888. His father was a Labourer. He was their 7th of 8 
children.  
 

 
 

In 1891 Richard was aged 4, one of 4 children in the family home  on Main Road Laughton near Doncaster. His father was 
working as a Brick Layer.  
 

 

 
 

Parents Richard & Mary  

 
 

By 1901 Richard was aged  14 and was living away from the rest of the family, living and working as a Servant/Cowman on a 
farm in Hooton Pagnell. One of his brothers (George) is living in the Workshop Union Work house as a Pauper, his parents 
living with another relative.  
 

 

 
 

In 1902 Richard  lost his father, passing away in the Worksop Union Workhouse where he must have joined his brother George 
at some point. 



In 1911 Richard aged 24 is living as a boarder in Hooton Pagnell and working as a ‘Wood Sawyer / Joiner’  
 

 

 
 

On  the  16th  February  1914 Richard  married Eva Campey. He was working as a Joiner at this point. 
 

 
 

When war was declared on the 4th August 1914 Richard was 27 and married for 6 months. Like many including his brother 
George he would be called to serve 
 

Brother George enlisted in early September  1914 but only served 25 days due to  an old ankle injury, being medically 
discharged.  There is no record of him in service again.  
 

No service records survive for Richard but documents show he joined the Royal Engineers (T = Territorial) , not surprising 
being a Joiner, and had the initial service number 4116. (later 552864) 
 

 
 
On the 27th November 1914 Richard and Eva had a daughter, Lucy Askew.  
 
No4114 Fredrick Griffith enlisted on the 29th May 1916 and joined the SMRE (South Midland Royal Engineers) 2/3 Field 
Company. It is almost certain that Richard followed the same time line and posting. 
 

 
 

The South Midland Royal Engineers were divided  in to the 2/1 and 2/2 Service Companies  and the 2/3 (training) Company 
which remained in the UK and trained recruits before posting to service companies.  
 

2/3 SMRE became 482nd (South Midland) Reserve Field Company RE at some point.  
 

 

 



On the 6th June 1916 Richard and Eva had a 2nd daughter Lily Askew, the baptism records noting Richard a Soldier.   
 

 
 
With no service record it is difficult to chart Richards war service, with no 1915 Star  awarded it is certain he went to France 
after 1st January 1916 but exactly when is not known. Nor is it possible to trace his postings once in France.  
 
On the 1st January 1917 the men of the territorial forces were allocated new service numbers. Richard was allocated 552864 
 

 
 

Numbers 552001 to 554000 were allotted to the London Field Companies Royal Engineers. 
 

No552859 (Richard 552864) was posted to ¼ London Field Company  on the 17th August 1916 form the London Division 
Engineers.  
 

 

 

 
 

No552853 Holmes was in the 3/4 London Field Company in November 1916 and later 1/4 London Field Company.  
 

 

 
 

It is possible that Richard at some point was also  in 3/4 or 1/4 London Field Company RE  
 

No552120 Henry William Jeater served in the Royal Engineers 518th Field Company, 1/4th London Field company became 
518th Field Company  Royal Engineers 
 

 

 
 
 



It is possible Richard joined 1/4 (518) Field Company in France at some point as part of a reinforcing draft. If this was the case 
at some point he transferred to 2nd  Field Company RE. there is no mention in either of the units war diaries of the nature and 
time of reinforcing drafts arriving or of transfers between them so it is almost impossible to track Richards war in France 
through 1916 or 1917 with any certainty.  
 

The only records available show that by May 1918 Richard was serving with the 2nd  Field Company RE, part of the 8th Division.  
 

 
 

(No552875  Heppell was  with 2nd Field Company RE in August 1917) 
 

 

 
 
Richards name (Pte R Askew) was inscribed on a cross erected on the village green in Hooton Pagnell dedicated to the 
serving men of Hooton Pagnell. Penistone, Stocksbridge and Hoyland Express 16 June 1917 
 

 
 
The assumption is that Richard was with 2nd Field Company RE by early  May 1918. The Company were at Dravegny on the 
7th May 1918.  
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

On the 11th May 1918 threy moved to  Camp de L’Orme  at  Montigny-sur-Vesle, 13th to Le Cholera where they undertook 
some demolition work. On the 22nd the officers and some NCOs headed to view the defences at Gernicourt that the company 
would occupy  in case  of  attack.  On the 23rd the company moved to billets in Grands Berriaux  
 

 
 

OP (observation Post) 11 and Hill 180 were just behind Gernicourt wood to the south east of the village.  
 

A Barrack (Baraken) noted on the German map of Grands Berriaux 
 

 
 

Gernicourt, battle positions of the 22nd (Pioneer) Battalion Durham Light Infantry  and 1 Company Royal Engineers, the 2nd 
Field Company.  
 

 
 

 



On the 26th May 1918 at 3:45pm a warning was received form a German prisoner that an attack was imminent.   
 

 
 

 
 

At 7:30pm orders were received to take battle positions as soon as possible.  
 

 
 

At 10:40 pm the Officer Commanding 2nd Field Company received orders to man emergency trenches.  
 

 



 
 
Battle Zone positions  of the 8th Division, Gernicourt way back from the front lines.  
 

 
 
The battle positions of 2nd Field Company RE  were allotted to them by the 22nd (Pioneer) Battalion Durham Light Infantry 
(DLI) who were in charge of the Gernicourt defences. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Bridges across the canals and waters north of Gernicourt were to be blown as part of the defensive scheme by 15 Field 
Company RE, with an attack expected form the north east and thorough Berry au Bac. 
 

 



 
 

2nd Field Company War Diary notes the barrage at 12:45 am  on the 27th May when the company was a few hundred yards 
from the trench and they became broken up.  
 

 
 

The CO of 2nd Field Company and 2/3 men  reached their  trench positions around 2am,  joined by No2 section about 3:15am, 
totalling only 30 men. They held the trench until around 9:15am then being forced back  around 200 yards  to a trench  east 
of Gernicourt.  They held this line for about an hour before  turning to occupy a trench at a right angle due to the German 
attack on their flank.    
 

 
 

 
 



A trench at Gerincourt  (photo late 1917) 
 

 
 
German troops watching shells exploding near Berry au Bac in the attack on the 8th Division zone  27th May  (later in the day) 
 

 
 

The German troops quickly advanced and crossed bridges not blown up to the west of Gernicourt, outflanking the defenders 
on both sides.  
 

 
 

German troops crossing the canal and waterways 27th May 1918  
 

 
 



 
 
Message sent at 10 25am 27th May 1918 form the CO 2nd Field Company stating  he had only 29 men with him in a trench 
east of Gernicourt.  
 

 
 



 
 

By 12:30 the enemy were occupying the same trench as the company on both flanks  and the order was given to withdrawal.  
Leaving in small parties  the men had to fight their way through the surrounding enemy troops.  Only 7 made it back to the 
rendezvous at the transport lines.  
 

 
 

German troops advancing 27th May 1918  
 

 
 
Overview of the German attack on the right sector: 

The 25th Brigade on the right of the 24th, occupied a curved line which formed the right flank of the Chemin des Dames 
position, and faced northeast round to south-east, on two low hills with a depression between them, the right wing being 
roughly parallel to the Aisne, and a quarters to three-quarters of a mile from it. On the left was the 2/Royal Berkshire, next on 
the right the 2/Rifle Brigade, each with two companies in the front trenches. The support and reserve companies of the Rifle 
Brigade were responsible for the line further south where the Aisne separated the British from the Germans, whilst further 



south again, near Berry au Bac, were two companies of the 2/East Lancashire. The enemy attacked the northern half of the 
sector with tanks, and also crossed the Aisne and made a converging attack on the weakly held southern part of the line. 
Heavy casualties had been suffered in the bombardment, and by 5 a.m., though some parts of the front line held un until 
surrounded, the enemy was through both the Forward Zone and the Battle Zone, and the few survivors of the two and half 
battalions involved fell back across the Aisne. 

The brigade headquarters, north of Berry au Bac, had been surrounded before it was known that the front line had gone, and 
the staff had to fight their way out to the Gernicourt Defences, the brigade major being killed.. 

The 15th Field Company R.E. in the 8th Division area, and the 446th in the 50th Division area, as the troops retired, blew up 
or burnt practically all the bridges over the Aisne and its canal in the British sector behind them, on the responsibility of the 
engineer officers on the spot, from Berry au Bac (inclusive) to Maizy (exclusive for which the French were responsible). The 
15th Field Company, which had blown up the bridge over the Miette at 7 a.m., accounted for all in the divisional sector except 
one, 22; the 446th, for 15 out of 19, suffering a good deal from bombardment, losing 4 officers and 46 men, and thus having 
the strength of its parties considerably reduced.  

The village of Gernicourt, as already mentioned, stands well above the river and commands all the ground to the front, but it 
was liable to be turned through the woods on the east. The garrison, two companies of the 22nd Durham L.I. (Pioneers), the 
2nd Battalion of the French 23rd Territorial Regiment (less one company), eight British and sixteen French machine guns, 
was reinforced in the early morning of the 27th by two companies of the 2/East Lancashire and by parts of the 2nd and 490th 
Field Companies R.E. and after the attack on the front zones, some survivors of the forward battalions also joined it. About 5 
a.m. orders were sent by the 8th Division for the 1/Sherwood Foresters and 8 machine guns to move up from divisional reserve 
at Roucy to the Bois de Gernicourt, on the left of the Gernicourt Defences. They reached the north edge of the Bois de 
Gernicourt about 7 a.m., in time to see all the bridges over the Aisne canal in this sector, except one, blown up, and to take 
up a position to prevent the enemy from crossing the Aisne canal, from which position they gained touch on the right with the 
troops holding Gernicourt. The only intact bridge being under heavy fire, the Germans  were held up here for some hours. 
Meanwhile, other Germans, after taking Berry au Bac; found a practicable crossing west of that place, and advanced on the 
wood southeast of Gernicourt. A right defensive flank facing east was formed to stop them, and here also the attack was held 
for a considerable time. On the other flank, the enemy, who had crossed the Aisne and the canal between the Bois de 
Gernicourt and Pontavert, apparently by a temporary bridge was able to enfilade the Sherwood Foresters with machine guns.  

A left defensive flank was therefore formed at the north-west corner of the Bois de Gernicourt, facing west. Pressure on both 
flanks continued, and about 1 p.m., when nearly surrounded, the survivors of the Sherwood Foresters and the garrison of the 
Gernicourt Defences retired to the Green Line, and the guns of the CX Brigade R.F.A. (25th Division) and a trench group 
besides a number of heavy guns had to be abandoned. Isolated parties continued to resist even up to 2 or 3 p.m. Less than 
ten companies had held up twelve enemy battalions for over six hours.  

Casualties of the 2nd Field Company RE on the 27th May 1918 were 4 killed 18 wounded 37 missing  
 

 

Richard was one of the 37 missing. He was 30 years old.  
 



With details of the action in Gernicourt scarce it is not possible to say what happened to Richard other than as the fighting 
drew on and the village became encircled he was taken Prisoner of War. Weather in the trenches, fighting his way out in a 
small party or isolated on his own is not known.  
 

 
 
Richard was listed as Missing in the Weekly Casualty List on the 16th July 1918.   
 

 
 
On the 15 August 1918 he was noted in Dulmen Prisoner of War Camp. He was noted a Sapper in the Royal Engineers 
captured at Gerne(i)court on the 27th June 1918 (June is a typing error). Date of birth 17th January 1888 in Clowne. 
 

Vorhergeheuder Aufenthaltsort – Previous Location – Laon, a city to the north west of Gernicourt  used as a ‘Collection Point’. 
 

 

 
 



 
 

Thousands of British, French, and American prisoners languish at the prisoner collection centre in Laon (the cathedral in the 
background). 
 

  
 

Dulmen Prisoner of War Camp 
 

 



 
 
By the 26th September 1918 Richard had ben moved to Munster II (Rennbahn) Camp. This paperwork had the correct capture 
date but the wrong location.  
 

 
 

 
 



 
Munster II Camp 
 

 
 
It is assumed Richards family had no information regarding his capture. His military documents show a notification of death 
on the 24th June 1918.  Form 104-88 referred to on the card is ‘Death notification of a married man’  sent from the Territorial 
Force Record Office to the War Office. This is dated 12th July 1918. His wife was noted as ‘Widow’ living at the School House 
Hooton Pagnell.  
 

‘POW  C2 Cas 3.9.18’ had been added, it may have been in September 1918 they learned his true fate. (C2 Cas was the 
Casualty branch of the war office who  corresponded with enemy countries and eventually incorporated the Prisoners of War 
Information Bureau)   

 
 
Richard saw the war com e to an end on the 11th November 1918 as a POW in Munster Camp. 
 
It wasn’t until January 1919 that Richard eventually arrived back home in the UK,  listed in the Weekly Casualty List of  the 7th  
January 1919  ‘Released Prisoners of War from Germany Arrived in England’   
 

 



 
Richard retuned home to his wife and 2 children in Hooton Pagnell  and took up work as a carpenter, his pre war profession.  

In late July 1919  ‘Peace Celebration’ was held at Hooton Pagnell Hall where the three men of the village including Richard 
were presented with a ‘Leather Case’ purchased with the unexpended village POW fund.  Eckington Woodhouse and Staveley 
Express 26th July 1919 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

For his war service Richard was awarded the British War and Victory Medals.  
 

 
 

 

 
 
In the 1921 census Richard, Evan and 2 children are living in Hooton Pagnell, probably at the Old School House, Richard 
working as the Estate Carpenter at Frickley Hall.  
 

 

 



The old School House Hooton Pagnell. 
 

 
 

Frickley Hall nr Doncaster.  
 

 
 
On the 15th December 1923 Richard and Eva had a son, Thomas  Richard Askew 1923.   
 
In the 1939 register the family are living at 29 Jossey Lane, Richard a Joiner and an Air Raid Precautions Warden.  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Richard and Eva in later life, Richard waring his WW1 Medal Ribbon Bar.  
 

 
 
 
Richard passed away on the 10th February 1953 aged 65. 


