Ernest Andrew Montgomery

No13330
8th Battalion York and Lancaster Regiment

No23511
3rd Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers



Ernest Andrew Montgomery was born on the 9t December 1878 to Henry and Ellen Montgomery in Rotherham, Yorkshire.
He was their 8th of 9 children, his father a ‘Hammer-man’
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In 1881 Ernest was aged 2, one of 7 children, their parents and grandmother living at No1 Barkers Yard, High Street
Rotherham. His father is a Forgeman Iron.
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In July 1881 when Ernest was aged 2 he lost his Father.

On the 27t November 1882 Emest entered Wentworth & Harley Infant School, remaining there until 1889, along with his
brother Walter.
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In 1891 Ernest is aged 12 and a Scholar. He is one of 5 children living at 23 Moorgate Street Rotherham with his widowed
mother, a Laundress. Also living with the family is a domestic servant.
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In 1901 Ernest, 22 and Pamela are living at 38 Chinley Street Attercliffe (demolished), Ernest a Steam Engine Fitter.
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On the 22nd July 1900 Ernest now 21 married Pamela Band. He was living at 37 Hollowgate Rotherham and working as an
Engine Fitter.
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Over the next 9 years the couple had 3 sons, the 1st, Harold in 1904.
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In 1907 a 2nd son Ernest. On the baptism record Ernest is noted as now working as a Miner. This was almost certainly at
Thrybergh Hall Colliery. A three year long strike ended at the colliery in 1907.
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A 3 son, Charles, was born in November 1909.
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At some point between 1907 and 1910 Ernest was involved in a underground accident. The mine roof falling in shattering his
right leg.
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By 1911 the family were living at 66 Frederick Street, Rotherham along with a Boarder. Ernest aged 32 still a Coal Miner
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Little else is known of Ernests early years. When war was declared on the 4t August 1914 he was aged 34, had a young
family and as a Miner was in a protected profession but like many would answer the call to serve.
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Ernest was Attested in to service in the Army Reserve on the 31st August 1914 in Rotherham. He was 5 foot 4 inches with
grey eyes and brown hair.
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He gave his Wife Pamela as his next of Kin still iving at 66 Frederick Street.
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Ernest was given the service number 13330 and posted to the 8t Battalion York and Lancaster Regiment .
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The 8th Battalion York and Lancaster Regiment were formed at Pontefract in September 1914 as part of K3 and came under
orders of 70th Brigade in 23rd Division. They then moved to Frensham, and on to Aldershot in November 1914, both moves
reflected in Ernests records.
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Ernests service was short lived. An old fracture to his right ankle injury to his right calf muscle which left it ‘wasted’ deemed

him not fit for service.
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Ernest was medically discharged form service form Aldershot on the 6t February 1915.
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Ernest did not remain out of service for long. Around 7 months after his discharge he enlisted again, on the 19t August 1915.
He was noted a Miner by profession and was posted to the Northumberland Fusiliers (NF), firstly to the Depot in Newcastle
then on the 28t August to the 3rd Battalion NF. The 31 Battalion NF were a training unit based at Scotts House Camp, East

Bolden, the base of the 3r¢ (Reserve) Battalion and the home of the NF Depot training Companies. they were part of the Tyne
Garrison.
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On the 1t April 1916 Ernest was posted to the 31 Garrison Battalion (GB) Northumberland Fusiliers. They were Formed at
Roker on the Sunderland coast in March 1916 and went to Ireland. It is highly unlikely Erest went with them, possibly for

medical reasons, transferring back to the 31 NF on the 7th July 1916.
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Ernest remined with the 3 NF until the 16t December 1916 when he was transferred to the W Class Army Reserve. ‘for
employment with Rotherham Main Colliery’ (Canklow) . W Class reserve applied to a conscripted soldiers who, on reflection,
were thought to be more useful in their civil employment than in uniform, but in reserve to be called into uniform at moments

notice. This was not unusual for Miners, especially if not medically fit for the army.

g Srong Yermed.

Ple [k

& todd

Y Qult, CRT

4. 241/3
d 7

Yulid Reswsalblelin Lo 457101

0/
’ch‘\
| Toabof Ml o] Famae mb

et/

On the 21stDecember 1917 Ernest underwent a medical examination in Sheffield which noted his medical history, his accident

10 years ago and an ‘old fracture to the ankle.
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He remained working at Rotherham Main Colliery (pictured) through the end of 1917 into 1918.

On the 9t April 1918 he was recalled form the army reserve and posted again to the 3rd Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers

joining them at East Boldon on the 13t April.
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On the 11t July he want before another medical Board in East Boldon. The Board noted his history and his condition, that
due to muscle wastage he was unable to march and his leg gave way in training, hem not being able to stand the training.
The examination found he was not an efficient soldier, practically the whole of his right calf muscle wasted away.
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On the 31st July he went before a Medical Board at the Ripon Camp. It noted his condition was aggravated by his service but
did not recommend discharge. He was approved for transfer to the Class P Army Reserve.

—

-

= Opinion of the Medical Board.

% Ndres.—(i.) Clear and decisive answers to the following questions are to be carcfully filled in by the Beard,
S 6“» event of the man being invalided, it is essential that the Minister of Peusmns should be in possession of
th eluble informationto enable him to decide upon the man’s claim to pension.

“

(ii.) Expressions such as “may, might,' * probably,” &e., should be avoided.

(iii.) The rates of pension vary directly according to whether the disability is, (A) caused or aggravated by
service in the present war, (b) due to causes not cannected with present war, viz. (1) earlier active service, (2) climatic
disease in pre-war sarvics, (3) ordinary military service before the war. It is, therefore, essential when assigning the
cause of a disnbility to differentiate belween them.

(iv). In answering question 21 the Board should be careful to diseriminate between disease resulling [rom
military conditions and disease to which the soldier would have been equally liable in civil life.

(v.) A disability is to be regarded as due to climate when it is caused by militury service abroad in climates
where there is a special liability to contract the disease.
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of the conditions mentioned in Question
21, and if so, which ?
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23. Ts the disability permanent ? A/A, =
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rocommend re-examination ? =
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27, Do the Board recommend—
(a) Discharge as permanently unfit, or /1/0
() Change to England ? 45 'ﬁ/ flﬂ/ﬁ‘

28. If discharge is recommended it should
be stated whether further medical (reat- 75
ment (including orthopeedic training) is v //xqrc(’ ( % /
desirable in a—
(a) Sanatorium;
(b) Hospital ;
(¢) Convalescent home;

(d) Asylum; or /(b

(e) Other institution cither as an in-
patient or an ont-patient, and if
so the period for which recom-
mended.
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29.

With reference to Army Council In-
struction No, 1275 of 1917, is any surgical
appliance recommended ?

30. Does the man require the constant attend-

ance of anotler person ? Cliain
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The Class P Reserve was for men fit for military service in medical category not lower than Ciii whose services were “deemed
to be temporarily of greater value to the country in civil life than in the army but who, as a result of having served in the army,
have contracted disabilities which would, if they were discharged, have rendered them eligible for consideration for a disability
pension, or who are qualified by length of service to receive a pension.”

Ernests disability was assessed to be 20% on the 8t August 1918. He was transferred to the P Reserve on the 21st August
1918, again to work at the Rotherham Main Colliery.
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Ernest saw the war come to an end on the on the 11t November 1918 working at the Colliery as part of the Class P Reserve.

He was finally discharged form service on the 2nd April 1919. He was awarded a Silver War Badge, to be worn on the lapel of
his civilian clothing to show a Medical Discharge and avoid calls of cowardice.
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Ernest was awardfed a Disabelment pension fomr the 21st August 1918, totaling £27 10 schillings.
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Ernest did not see any overseas war service nor was he sent to a Theatre of War and therefore did not receive any medals,

just his Silver War Badge.

On 5t December 1919 Ernest and Pamela had a 4t child, a daughter Norah. Earnest was still a miner the family living at the
same 1911 home at 66 Frederick Street.
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In the 1921 census Ernest, Pamela and there 4 children are still living on Frederick Street, Ernest a Miner, Out of work, his 16
year old son a rope hand at the same mine but also out of work.
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By 1939 Ernest was working as a Stoneman Below Ground ‘in a coal mine’ and still living at 66 Frederick Street.
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Ernest passed away 1 year later, in 1940 aged 61.




