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Walter Bargh was born in late 1889  in Palterton, Derbyshire to George and Martha Bargh. He was their 5th of 6 children, his 
father a coal miner.    In the  1891 census Walter is aged 1 and living with 5 siblings, parents and a boarder  at No6 Doe Lea, 
Ault Hucknall Derbyshire.   
 

 

 
 

On the 14th February 1900 Walter aged 10 lost his Father  
 

By 1901 he was aged 11 living at the same address with his 5 siblings and widowed mother.  
 

 

 
 
By 1910 Walter was working as a Miner at Glapwell Colliery, and in trouble for fighting. Derbyshire Times 25th June 1910  
 

 
 

 
 

 



In 1911 Walter aged 21 is noted a Colliery Horse Keeper Below Ground. He is living at New Cottages  Doe Lea  with his 
widowed mother, 4 siblings, a nephew and 2 lodgers.  
 

 

 
 

In march 1912 Walter was in court charged with theft along with 3 other young Miners.  Derbyshire Courier 12th  March 1912 
 

 
 

On Christmas Day, 25th December 1912  Walter aged 23 married Elizabeth Thorpe.  
 

 
 

On the 16th January 1913  Walter and Elizabeth had their first child, a son, Joseph Walter. He was baptised on the 6th June 
1913.  
 

 

 
 



The evening before the baptism of their first child  (5th June 1913) Walter attempted suicide by attempting to drown himself in 
the pond at Hardwick Hall.  He had been drinking heavily that day.  
 

It was reported in many of the local papers. He was brought to court on the 6th June charged with the offence. It is not clear 
howe this impacted the baptism of his son, being on the same day.  Sheffield Evening Telegraph 6th June 1913.  
 

 
 

 
 
Derbyshire Courier  10th June 1913  
 

 
 
 
 



 
Sheffield Independent 11th June 1913 
 

 
 

 
 
How this unfortunate event affected Walter and his family is not known. It must have been very difficult for them.  
 
Little else is known of Walters life after this event other than he continued to work as a Miner .  
 
When war was declared on the 4th August 1914 Walter was aged 25 and like many young men would be answer the call to 
serve, despite being in a relatively protected profession as a Miner.  
 
Walter was amongst the first men to enlist following the outbreak of war. In the article about his suicide attempt it noted he 
was at the camp of the Yeomanry, though it is not known if he had prior military service.  
 
It is known he enlisted in early September 1914 and was given a service number 18292 and posted to the Grenadier Guards.  
 

 

 
 
No service record survives for Walter though his wartime experiences can babe followed through other documents.  
 
 



A man William Keep with a with the service number 18295 (Walter 18292), also form Derbyshire enlisted on the 1st September 
1914   and joined the 4th Battalion Grenadier Guards at the Guards Depot at Caterham on the 3rd September 1914.  It is almost 
certain Walter followed this timeline and path.   
 

 

 
 

 
 

It is probable that Walter (and Keep) remained with the 4th Battalion at Caterham through the end of 1914 in to early 1915 
training in preparation to joined a service Battalion on the Western Front.  This day came on the 16th March 1915 as both 
Walter and Keep were posted to the British Expeditionary Force in France.  ( shown on Walters medal index and on Keeps 
service record) 
 

Walter 18292 

 
 

18295 Keep  

 
 

Another  man Bennett No18300 (8 from Walter)  enlisted on the 2nd September 1914 and was posted to the 4th Battalion. He 
also embarked for France on the 16th March  1915 and was posted to the 1st Battalion on the 17th heading to join the battalion 
at the front on the 18th.  it is almost certain Walter followed this time line.  
 

 

 



A picture of Walter in a Grenadier Guards uniform, possibly taken before his embarkation.   
 

 
 

The men were  possibly part of a large draft sent to the Guards Depot at Harfleur before being allocated to a Service Battalion. 
in Walters (and Bennetts) case the  1st Battalion Grenadier Guards (GG) Kings Company. The War Diary of the 1st GG show 
a draft of 350 man joining them at  in the trenches at  Fauquissart on the 20th March  1915, This  would tie in with the men 
leaving to join the Battalion on the 18th.  
 

 
 

 



The 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards were part of the 20th Infantry Brigade 7th Division.  
 

 
 

March 1915  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

15th  
 

16th arrived in 
France  

17th posted to 1st 
battalion  

18th left to join 
battalion  

19th  in transit  20th arrived at front  
1st GG in trenches 
near Estaires  

21st  

 
Lines 20th March 1915 

 
 

 
 
 



View  looking across the British line towards the German line at Fromelles from a house in Fauquissart (taken 2nd March 1915) 
 

 
(Close-up of part of British Line ) 

 
 

March 1915  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
22nd  
 

23rd to billets in 
Rue Bacquerot  

24th  working party 
with  Royal 
Engineers 

25th  to billets in La 
Gorgue  

26th  cleaning and 
drill  

27th drill  28th parade  

29th  drill  
 

30th route march  31st relived 
Yorkshire reg in 
trenches  

    

 

 



Through April and the beginning of May  1915 he 1st GG moved between the British lines around Fauquissart and billets in 
close by villages.  Towards the end of May they headed a little further south to wards Festubert.  
 

April 1915  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st  in trenches  
 

2nd  3rd  4th     to billets in 
Laventie  

5th  6th     
 

7th  to Divisional 
reserve  - Estaires 

8th  
 

9th  men bathed at 
divisional baths  

10th  rout march  11th  parade  12th  drill & training  13th drill & training 14th drill & training 

15th drill & training 
 

16th drill & training 17th drill & training 18th drill & training 19th drill & training 20th drill & training 21st relived 2nd 
Bedford’s in 
trenches 

22nd  
 

23rd  24th  to Brigade 
reserve -  Laventie 

25th  nightly fatigue 
parties provided 

26th nightly fatigue 
parties provided 

27th  to trenches 
reliving 4th 
Dragoons  

28th  

29th  
 

30th       

 
May  1915  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 

 

1st  heavy shelling  
- stood too  - went 
into brigade 
reserve near  
Givenchy-lez-La-
Bassee 

2nd  brigade 
reserve 

3rd brigade 
reserve 

4th    brigade 
reserve 

5th  to billets in 
Estaires  - working 
parties provided  

6th    billets in 
Estaires 
 

7th billets in 
Estaires 

8th billets in 
Estaires 
 

9th  12am moved 
to shelter trenches  
in support of 8th 
division attack  

10th  to billets in 
Laventie the to 
Bethune  

11th  billets in 
Bethune  

12th  to billets in 
Hinges  

13th billets in 
Hinges 

14th  billets in 
Hinges 

15th  to support 
trenches north of 
Festubert  for 
attack on the 16th 

16th  Attack   -  in 
support of Border 
Reg advanced   
through  & 
consolidated. 

17th  remained in 
positions in 
support of another 
push – casualties  
117  for 16th & 17th  

18th  relived to  
billets in Hinges  

19th  to billets in 
Robecq 

20th billets in 
Robecq 

21st billets in 
Robecq 

22nd  route march  
 

23rd  parade  24th billets in 
Robecq 

25th billets in 
Robecq 

26th billets in 
Robecq 

27th billets in 
Robecq 

28th  Brigade 
Parade 

29th billets in 
Robecq 

30th billets in 
Robecq 

31st to trenches in 
front of Festubert 
& Givenchy 

    

 

 
 
 
 



16th May 1915 attack north of Festubert.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

June 1915  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st trenches in 
front of Festubert 
& Givenchy  

2nd  3rd heavily shelled  
Casualties for 4 
days  52 men 

4th    Relived to Le 
Casan 

5th  to billets in 
Hingette  

6th    billets in 
Hingette 

7th billets in 
Hingette 

8th billets in 
Hingette 
 

9th  to billets in 
Robecq 

10th billets in 
Robecq 

11th billets in 
Robecq 

12th billets in 
Robecq 

13th  to billets in 
Essars  

14th relived Border 
Regiment in 
trenches J7 to L8 
North of 
Givenchy-lez-la-
Bassee 

15th  attack by 
division 1st GG in 
support  
Walter Wounded  

16th  17th  18th  19th  20th  21st  

 

 
 

 
 



Positions at the start of the 15th June 1915 trenches J7 to L8 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

Positions 10pm 15th March 1915 
 

 

 
 

 
 



During the time in the  trenches across the 15th to 18th June 1915   though not directly involved in the attacks the 1st GG were 
in support and came under heavy shelling.  Casualties were 7 Killed 65 wounded.  
 

 
 

Walter was wounded in the fighting on the 15th June 1915 near Festubert, a slight wound to his left cheek.  
 

  
 

Exactly where and when on the 15th Walter was wounded is not known.  Walter would have been evacuated via a pre-
determined medial evacuation route.  
 

There was and ADS (Advance Dressing Station) at A7d10.8 ( Windy Corner) not far from the battalion lines.  ( there were also  
ADS at F5a&c). There was a DCS ( Division Collecting  Station) at Chateau Corre F3 and 2 Field Ambulance (FA) hospitals,  
21 FA at Hinges  and 23 FA at Robeqc.   
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Walters records show he was at some point transferred to either No4 & No5 AT (Ambulance Trains)  
 

 
 

Walter was almost  certainly on No4 AT as its movements  show it picked up wounded, (41 sick and 363 wounded)  at Lillers 
on the 17th June 1915, close to both field ambulances at Hinges and Robecq.  From there it went on to St Omer  unloading 1 
case, Boulogne unloading 1 case and on the Etaples  where the remained of the wounded were unloaded on the 18th June 
1915. 
No4 AT  Diary  

 
 

No5 AT moved wounded further north leaving Arques on 17th to  Bailleul  where it loaded  261 wounded  and left, via St Omer 
for Etaples unloading  on the 18th.  It is unlikely but not impossible Walter was on No5 AT. 
 

 
 

 



Walters records show him arriving at No18 General Hospital at Etaples on the 18th June 1915.  He is noted in the Kings 
Company  1st Grenadier Guards, aged 26 and in France around 3 months  
 

 
 

The records  note him with a ‘slight wound to left cheek’ and spending 13 days before being discharge on the 30th June, 
possibly  to ‘To No6 CC’ ( Convalescent Camp ?)  also at Etaples.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

It is not known when Walter re-joined the 1st GG.  His wound was noted as ‘slight’ and after 13 days in hospital was discharged 
to No6 Convalescent Camp. How long he spent there is not known.   
 

July 1915  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st Billets at Lillers  
 

2nd  3rd  4th     5th  6th     
 

7th  

8th  
 

9th  10th  11th  12th  13th  to billets in 
Calonne  

14th  

15th  Battalion 
sports  
 

16th  to trenches at 
Quinque Rue  

17th  18th  19th  20th  Prince of 
Wales visited Bttn 
in trenches  

21st  relived to 
dugouts and forts 
in the rear  

22nd  
 

23rd  24th  25th  26th  to billets in 
Calonne 

27th  drill  28th drill  

29th drill  
 

30th drill  31st drill      

 



 
 

August 1915  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st billets in 
Calonne 

2nd  route march  3rd  4th     to 
Molingheim 

5th  to Wizernes 6th    drill  
 

7th drill 

8th drill 9th drill 10th route march 11th drill 12th drill 13th drill 14th drill 
15th drill 16th drill 17th route march 18th  19th  20th drill  21st  
22nd  parade  23rd  24th  25th route march 26th  27th drill 28th  
29th  30th  31st      

 
September 1915  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 

 

1st Wizernes 
 

2nd  to Wavran 3rd  4th    practice 
attack  

5th parade  6th     
 

7th  

8th  practice wood 
fighting  

9th  10th  route march  11th  12th parade 13th  14th  

15th  drill  
 

16th  17th  inspected at 
Arques 

18th  19th parade  20th  21st  exercise  

22nd  to Rebecq 
 

23rd  to Saint 
Hilaire 

24th  25th  to Hallicourt 26th  to reserve 
trenches at 
Vermelles in 
support of attack. 

27th  advanced to 
Loos occupying 
German 2nd line 
trench on western 
outskirt of Loos 

28th  in brigade 
reserve  

29th  relived to 
reserve trenches 
Vermelles  

30th  to billets in 
Labourse 

     

 

Movements August September 1915  
 

 



End of September through October 1915 in the support trenches at Vermelles and the German 2nd line west of Loos.  
 

 
 

October 1915  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st billets in 
Labourse 

2nd  3rd  to trenches   4th     heavily 
shelled  26 
casualties  

5th  relived to 
billets in 
Vermelles  

6th     
 

7th  

8th  
 

9th  10th  gas carrying 
fatigues  

11th  fatigue 
parties  

12th  to billets in 
Labourse 

13th  to reserve 
trenches  north of 
Vermelles  

14th  shelling  

15th shelling 20 
casualties 

16th  17th  shelling  18th  162 
casualties in this 
spell in trenches  

19th to billets in 
Labourse 

20th  21st  

22nd  
 

23rd  to trenches  - 
quiet day  

24th  25th  26th  to billets in 
Allouagne  

27th  28th  

29th  
 

30th  31st      

 
November 1915  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 

 

1st billets in 
Allouagne 

2nd  drill  3rd drill 4th    drill 5th  drill 6th     drill 7th  

8th  
 

9th  to billets in 
Merville  

10th  11th drill 12th drill 13th drill 14th  to billets in La 
Bassee  Road  in 
brigade reserve  

15th  
 

16th  to trenches at 
Chapigny  - 
reserve at Rue 
Bacquerot HQ 
Manchester 
House.  

17th  trenches very 
wet  

18th relived to 
billets in La 
Bassee Road. 

19th  20th  to trenches  21st  very quiet  

22nd to billets in La 
Bassee Road. 

23rd  24th  to trenches  
at Picantin  

25th  26th  to billets in La 
Gorgue 

27th  28th  

29th  
 

30th  bathed       



Movement North October and November 1915  
 

 
 

Trenches from 16th November 1915 at Chapigny and Picantin 
 

 
 

 



 
December 1915  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 

 

1st billets in La 
Gorgue 

2nd  to billets in 
Riez Bailleul  to 
brigade reserve  

3rd  4th     to trenches 
north of Neuve 
Capelle  M35b 

5th  6th     relived to 
billets  

7th  

8th  to trenches 
M35b 

9th  10th relived to 
billets 

11th  12th to trenches 
M35b 

13th  14th relived to 
billets in La Gorge 

15th  
 

16th  bathed  17th  18th  19th  parade  20th  to billets in 
Laventie  

21st  

22nd  to trenches at 
Picantin N7b 
 

23rd  24th  relived to 
billets  

25th parade  26th trenches at 
Picantin N7b 
 

27th  28th to billets in 
Laventie 

29th  
 

30th trenches at 
Picantin N7b 

31st      

 

 
 

Trenches in M35b  4th December 1915 north of Neuve Capelle. 
 

 
 

Trenches N7b at Picantin from the 22nd December  1915 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
January 1916  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 

 

1st relived to billets 
in La Gorgue 

2nd  3rd Xmas Dinner 
served  

4th     route march  5th  training  6th    training 
 

7th training 

8th training 
 

9th training 10th  drill  11th  drill  12th  13th  to billets in 
Laventie  

14th  

15th trenches at 
Picantin N7b 

16th  17th to billets in 
Laventie 

18th  19th trenches at 
Picantin N7b 

20th  21st to billets in 
Laventie 

22nd  
 

23rd trenches at 
Picantin N7b 

24th  25th heavily 
shelled – no 
casualties  

26th relived to 
billets in La Gorge 

27th  bathed  28th drill  

29th drill  
 

30th  route march  31st  drill      

 
 

February 1916 In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st  to billets in 
Laventie 

2nd  3rd trenches at 
Picantin N7b 

4th     5th to billets in 
Laventie 

6th     
 

7th trenches at 
Picantin N7b 

8th  
 

9th to billets in 
Laventie 

10th  11th  12th trenches at 
Picantin N7b 

13th  14th  

15th  to billets in 
Estaires  
 

16th  entrained at 
Lestrem  for 
Calais  

17th  arrived Calais 
marched to Camp 
at Beaumaris  

18th  19th  drill &  route 
march  

20th  21st  drill  

22nd parade & drill 
on the beach in 
heavy snow  

23rd  drill – 
constant snow 
made tents very 
cold. 

24th drill – constant 
snow 

25th drill – constant 
snow 

26th  entrained 
Calais for Kieken 
Put  

27th  thaw 
commenced  

28th  fatigue 
parties  

29th fatigue parties 
 

      

 

 
 

March 1916  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st Kieken Put 
 

2nd  3rd bad weather  4th    bad weather  5th  to camp in huts 
Popperinghe  
F27c2.6 

6th    heavy snow  
 

7th  

8th  
 

9th  route march  10th  route march  11th  working 
parties in H5 
central N of Ypres 

12th  13th  drill  14th drill  

15th marched to C 
Camp  in wood at 
A30a 

16th  entrained for 
Ypres  - to rampart 
and canal bank  

17th  in reserve  18th   19th  20th  to trenches in 
I12a to I12c 

21st  

22nd  
 

23rd  24th  to reserve at 
Ypres  

25th  entrained for 
Camp B G6d 

26th smoke helmet 
drill  

27th drill & route 
march  

28th drill & route 
march 

29th drill & route 
march 

30th drill & route 
march 

31st drill & route 
march 

    



 
 

Camp 5th to 14th March  1916  

 
 

15th  March 1916 Camp in A30a 

 
 

Ypres Rampart            Ypres Canal Bank  

  
 
 



Trenches in I12a&c 20th March 1916 

 
 

Campo in G6d 25th March to 2nd  April 1916 

 
 

April 1916  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st Camp B G6d  
Fine and sunny  

2nd  inspections  3rd  to front line 
trenches E of 
Potijze I5a by train 
– railway shelled  

4th     trenches in a 
bad state  due to 
heavy 
bombardment  

5th  artillery duel  
 
Kings Company 
in left front  

6th   shelling  
 

7th  Kings Coy 
occupied I5a A6 & 
A7 from Dore 
Street to N corner 
Warwick Farm  - 
right coy  - shelling 
10K 6W 

8th relived and 
entrained for 
Camp B G6d 

9th  
 

10th training  11th SOS received 
– fell in – marched 
down Ypres Road  
to H11a  - returned 
to camp 10:45pm  

12th  to trenches  
by train at Potijze  

13th heavy shelling  14th heavy shelling  
- rain and storms  
 
Casualties for 3 
days 9W 

15th relived and 
entrained for 
Camp B G6d 

16th parade  -  
wood close by 
shelled 

17th  cleaning kit  18th  training & 
route march  

19th  marched to 
east billeting area 
Popperinghe  

20th  training  21st  training  

22nd  training  
 

23rd  training  24th  training  25th  german plane 
dropped bombs 
close to billets at 
4am 

26th   to billets at 
Ypres by train  

27th  to trenches at 
Riflemans Farm – 
Kings Coy right 
front coy   

28th  Germans 
blew mine in 
I12c4.7 

29th  arial activity 
all day  
1am gas attack  

30th  quiet day       

 

Trenches I5a  from the 3rd April 1915  

 
 



Trenches in front of Rifleman’s Farm  from 27th  April 1916.  German mine blown in I12c on 28th  

 
 

May 1916  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st trenches at 
Riflemans Farm – 
8pm attack beaten 
off   - relived to 
Ypres  

2nd billets in Ypres  3rd inspections  4th    hot day  5th  hot day  - town 
shelled  

6th     trenches at 
Riflemans Farm – 
sheling in relief – 
7W 

7th  

8th Kings Coy left 
front coy in railway 
wood  

9th  right of line 
shelled  - mine 
blown 3K 17W 

10th relived to 
Ypres  

11th  town shelled. 
Entrained for 
billets at 
Popperinghe  

12th  cleaning & 
inspection  

13th  training  14th training   

15th training   
 

16th training   17th training   18th training   19th training   20th  route march 
to new billets at 
Kieken Put C30 

21st  

22nd training 
 

23rd training 24th training 25th training 26th training 27th training 28th training 

29th training 
 

30th marched to 
Wormhoudt 

31st marched to 
Watou 

    

 

Movement  May 1916   

 
 
 

June 1916  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st marched to 
Camp M NW of 
Popperinghe  

2nd  working 
parties provided 
building huts  

3rd stood too  all 
day  

4th     5th drill  6th     inspected – 
stood too until 
8:30pm  

7th drill  

8th  marched to 
billets at Kieken 
Put – heavy rain  

9th  training  10th training  11th  parade  12th  training  13th training  14th training  

15th  to Camp K  - 
W of Popperinghe  

16th  kit inspection  17th  1:15am stand 
too - heavy gas  
bombardment. 
Dismissed 2:30am  
8:45pm entrained 
for Ypres  to 
dugouts at  
Auction Bridge  
Kings coy in X10 
Wilson farm  & 
Frascati 

18th   to front line 
Kings Coy in 
reserve posts.  
Tower Post, 
McGregors Post, 
S16b  
 

19th  20th  21st  to dugouts 
canal bank  

22nd fatigues 
parties at night 
 

23rd fatigues 
parties at night 

24th  to front line 
Irish Farm  - Kings 
Coy right front. 

25th  artillery duel  - 
men digging new 
trench B16  

26th thunderstorm 
– heavy shelling  - 
working on new 
trench  

27th 18 inches of 
rain in trenches  
Relived to dugouts 
on Canal Bank  

28th  heavy 
shelling  

29th  
 

30th  to front line 
Irish Farm  - Kings 
Coy  left front  

     

 



 
 

Ypres  

 
Ypres Battlefield  

 



July 1916  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st Irish Farm   -  
trench works   

2nd  shelling  3rd trench works  4th    to dugouts 
canal bank 

5th  6th    Marched to 
Camps G & P  

7th  cleaning 
equipment  

8th bathed in A30 
Woods  
 

9th   10th  11th  12th  13th  14th   to brigade 
reserve 2 Coy  & 
HQ Elverdinghe 
Chateau 2 Coy 
Canal Banlk 

15th  to trenches  
 

16th  17th relived to 
brigade reserve  

18th  19th  20th  21st to trenches  
 

22nd  
 

23rd  24th relived to 
brigade reserve 

25th  26th to P Camp 
A22d 

27th  entrained 
Popperinghe to 
Bollezelle – 
marched to billets 
in Watten  

28th  

29th marched to 
Bavinchove(Cassel)  
 

30th entrained for 
Frevent - marched 
to billets at Halloy 
- Very hot day 

31st billets at 
Halloy 

    

 

 
 

August 1916  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st marched from  
Halloy to camp in 
wood at Bus-les-
Artois 

2nd training  3rd training 4th    training 5th training 6th    training 
 

7th training 

8th training 
 

9th HM the King 
visited camp  

10th to trenches 
Beaumont-Hamel  
Q4b & Q5a 

11th quiet except 
hostile trench 
mortars 

12th quiet except 
hostile trench 
mortars 

13th quiet except 
hostile trench 
mortars 

14th to camp in 
wood at Bus-les-
Artois 

15th  
 

16th  17th  18th  19th  20th to billets in 
Sarton  

21st  

22nd to billets in 
Longuevilette 

23rd  24th to billets in 
Vignacourt  

25th by rail to 
Merricourt & 
marched to billets 
Ville-Sous-Corbie  

26th  27th parade  28th open warfare 
training 

29th open warfare 
training 
 

30th open warfare 
training 

31st brigade field 
day to practice 
aeroplane contact 
patrols 

    



 
 

Trenches 10th to 13th August 1916  

 
 

Shelled Landscape and wire in the line near  Beaumont-Hammel  

 
 
 



September 1916  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
 

1st  Ville-Sous-
Corbie – training  

2nd training 3rd training 4th    training 5th training 6th    training 
 

7th training 

8th training 
 

9th to Bernafay 
Wood in battle 
order  

10th No2 Coy to 
Arow Head Copse  
No3 Coy  front line 
east of Ginchy. 
Kings Coy & rest 
of Bttn Front line N 
or Ginchy  

11th No 2 coy in 
action  - advance 
to T14d9.5 

12th No4 Coy in 
action  supporting 
No2 Coy  
Rest of Battalion 
attack at 6pm  but 
failed.  
Relived to camp in 
Happy Valley N of 
Bray 

13th camp in 
Happy Valley N of 
Bray 

14th  5pm marched 
to  Carnoy Wood,  
10pm to trenches 
in Trones Wood  

15th Guards 
Division attack 
6:20am  
 

16th  9am advance 
to trench T7d7.7 
Advance on Les 
Boeufs 

     

 

 
 

Movement attack 10th to 14th September, attack 15th & 16th September 1916. 

 



Guards Division Attack 15th  & 16th September 1916  stound Givnchy the 1st GG in support. On the 16th the 1st GG attacked 
LesBoeufs  without artillery support. They were held up on the High Ground  west of LesBouefs by Machine Gun fire until 
relived returning to billets in Carnoy.  
 

 
 

Guillemont Station  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
British Troops attacking enemy trenches  Ginchy / Lesboeufs area  
 

 
 

September 1916  In Trenches   K = Killed  W = Wounded Billets 
  17th to camp at  

Carnoy  
18th  19th  20th  to trenches 

West of Les 
Boeufs 4am  

21st  to reserve 
trenches SW of 
Ginchy  

 

 
 

The men spent the 22nd September 1916  preparing for another push with 2 companies digging in ‘Z’ trench (the assembly 
trench)  at T2d and 2 Companies in the Trones Wood trenches. The digging in ‘Z’  trench continued on the 23rd with the men 
in Trones Wood moving up to join the companies in ‘Z’ trench at 11 am on the 24th September.  
 

 
 



 
 

The 1st GG were to pass through the 1st & 2nd objectives once captured and take the 3rd (blue) objective, through the village 
of Lesboeufs.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



At 2:35 the 1st GG passed through the 1st and second objectives that had  been captured  and captured the 3rd objective by 
3:30pm  
 

 
 

3rd Guards Brigade Brigade diary  

 

 

 
 

Position of the 1st GG on the 26th September  having consolidated positions on the 25th.  
 

 



 

British troops moving forward on the 25th September 1916  Lesboeufs area.  
 

 
 

Casualties of the 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards from the 15th to 26th September were 611, 88 killed 443 wounded 84 missing. 
The Kings Company suffering 16 killed 103 wounded 15 missing.  
 

 

 
 

Walter was one of these casualties, Killed in Action on the 25th September 1916. He was 28 years old and left a widow 
and 3 year old son. 
 

 
 

Exactly where and when Walter lost his life is not known. it is possibly between 1:30pm and 3:35 pm when they advanced and 
took the 3rd Objective.   By 6pm there was noted no hostile fire and no sign of the enemy .  
 

 
 

The advance of the 1st GG,  passing through the 1st & 2nd objectives when taken  with the Windmill on their left flank, taking 
the third objective line(blue) .  It is possible Walter was killed between the 2nd and 3rd objectives where they might have 
encountered most resistance.  
 

 



The path of advance and the final position of the 1st GG on the north east flank of the village.  
 

 
 

Walters body was never officially  recovered, he may lie buried and unknown where he fell or have been one of the many men 
found after the war, unnamed  and reburied.  
A body density map shows 69 men found in the 50m square just east of the Windmill and 38 men in the area where the 1st 
GG consolidated their positions. There were  other men found along the path of their  advance from T2d.  
 

 
 
Notification of Walters death was received on the 11th November 1916.  
 

 



Walters  photo and his  loss was reported in the local papers around a week after the notification.   Derbyshire Courier 18th 
November 1918.  
 

  
 

First photo Middle row.  

 



Belper News 24th November 1916 ( 25th miss-typed 5th)  
 

 
 

In early December 1916 a memorial service was  held for Walter.  Derbyshire Times  2nd December 1916  
 

 
 
The register of soldiers effects show Walters widow received the balance of his account on the 25th January 1917 £3 17 
shillings 4 pence. On the 17th October 1919  £2 16 shillings 8 pence, 24th November 1919 £5 13 shillings 4 pence.  
 

 

 
 
Walters widow re-married around 16 months after his loss, on the 6th February 1918 to a Miner, Frederick Hanston.  
 

 



 
For his war service  Walter posthumously recived the 1915 Star, British War and Victory medals.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
His widow would have received a Memorial Scroll and Bronze Memorial Plaque.  
 

 



Walter is one of the thousands of men remembered on the Thiepval Memorial  on Pier and Face 8D 
 

 
 

 
 

 



There is a possibility Walter may lay in the Guards Cemetery  which lies in the fields half way along the line of advance to 
lesboeufs.  The cemetery was started with a few of the men that   fell on the 25th September 1916.  
 

At the time of the Armistice (11th November 1918)  the cemetery consisted of only 40 graves, mainly those of men of the 2nd 
Grenadier Guards who died on 25th  September 1916, but it  greatly increased in size when graves were brought in from the 
battlefields and small cemeteries round Lesboeufs. 
 

There are  now 3,137 casualties buried or commemorated in this cemetery with 1,644 of the burials are unidentified.  Walter 
may be one of the Unidentified.  
 

 
 

Guards Cemetery post war and today.  
 

 

 



Close to T2d the Assembly trenches of the 25th September 1916 stands the  Guards Division Memorial. It  sits on the high 
ground overlooking the two battlegrounds of Ginch (15th September 1916) and Lesboeufs  (25th September 1916).  It replaces 
a wooden cross that stood on the spot during the war.  A memorial to the Guardsmen  lost.  
 

 
 

Walter is also remembered closer to home on the local Ault Hucknall  War Memorial  
 

 



 
 

He is also remembered on a memorial scroll in the Ault Hucknall Church.   
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


