Walter Bargh

No18292

1st Battalion (Kings Company)
Grenadier Guards



Walter Bargh was born in late 1889 in Palterton, Derbyshire to George and Martha Bargh. He was their 5t of 6 children, his
father a coal miner. Inthe 1891 census Walter is aged 1 and living with 5 siblings, parents and a boarder at No6 Doe Lea,
Ault Hucknall Derbyshire.
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On the 14t February 1900 Walter aged 10 lost his Father
By 1901 he was aged 11 living at the same address with his 5 siblings and widowed mother.
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By 1910 Walter was working as a Miner at Glapwell Colliery, and in trouble for fighting. Derbyshire Times 25t June 1910

them to ots to-day,” added
tho Depnty‘dmnefp:’ﬁid an outburst of laugh-

Tbo Chairman: Probably, Mr Fasulkner, you

will tell us which of them has got to pay?
“l‘t::eddntb@%sm’t do tlnt. sir,” regretfully
Pfs Needham dapoood that he £ound tho de-

fendants stripped and

The two men, wbo hmm
boundh over to keep the peace for
pay the costs.

AN AFFAIR OF THE KNUCKLES.
GLAPWELL MEN FIGHT TO AVOID A

“Information has reached me which is far too
ood to keep from the Bench " remarked D.C.C.
i‘unlknor ot Chesterfield, on Saturday, to Maessra,
. Markham (mthoohur; aad A, C, Sykes,




In 1911 Walter aged 21 is noted a Colliery Horse Keeper Below Ground. He is living at New Cottages Doe Lea with his

widowed mother, 4 siblings, a nephew and 2 lodgers.
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In march 1912 Walter was in court charged with theft along with 3 other young Miners. Derbyshire Courier 12t March 1912

——

OF THEFT.

Foyp pn iners named CGeorge Dul-
ton, m Ernest Marshall, and
Fred W Joe Lea, were charged at

ebs o
Chesterfield
Clerk’s Office, on Monday,
four fowls bolongmg to Wm. Hardwick,
Heath, on March 1st,

the Connty  Magistrates'

with <mnh

Qn Sunday, P.c. Butterley visited Mar-
shall’s home and arrested him and Dutton.

They informed him that they cach had a
fowl, and the two were under the kitchen
floer. Wehster and“@ﬂ were afterwards
taken mto custody ly of the former
being ‘“ We were drunk,” and that of the
latter ““We did it for devilment.” The
comstable recovered the two birds from be—
peath the floor at Marshail’s homs

from a field at Stainsby, and
mother said she had cooked the fou 34

The accused were remanded until Satur-
day, bail being allowed.

On Christmas Day, 25t December 1912 Walter aged 23 married Elizabeth Thorpe.
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On the 16t January 1913 Walter and Elizabeth had their first child, a son, Joseph Walter. He was baptised on the 6t June
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The evening before the baptism of their first child (5t June 1913) Walter attempted suicide by attempting to drown himself in
the pond at Hardwick Hall. He had been drinking heavily that day.

It was reported in many of the local papers. He was brought to court on the 6t June charged with the offence. It is not clear
howe this impacted the baptism of his son, being on the same day. Sheffield Evening Telegraph 6t June 1913.

o YOllﬂg Miner‘s Regret at which is very deep, and ‘he found Bargh on the |

B ; R . d g h;dthl‘:c:et' su;'e of his clothin 4 lg tl:):(;
n esc e e n in the water. —Askad why he

: '.e g e g attempted to drown himself, declared that

Alfter spending the day at the Derbyshirg Yeo |l he meant to drown hims#tt—amd his rescuers

| manry cam in_Hardwick Park, Walter ought not to have fepshed-—him out. The con-

| (24), miner, [Doe] Lea,] attempted last night to ||| Stable ascertained that{Bargh|left home with 2s.

! commit suicide by drowning in the pond in front [|| i# the morning and hag™m linner and fea and

of Hardwick Hall. He was brought before Mr. four pennyworth of cigarettes out °f that. .
Johnsoa Pearson at Chesterfield County Police Exiomer, who i a0 siie-bodied Joung fellow,

2 . admitted that he spent the day in the Yeomanry
Court to-day, and charged with the offence. Camp, but gave nopereuon for attempting to takfa
Constable Harman was calledtaihe pond, ||| his hfe.

]

BEER TO BLAME.
Doe Lea Man in Hardwick

there was also a quantity of mud.

.c. Harman stated when he received
‘information that a man was in the pond he
went to the spot at on‘r‘ in_company with
‘|‘Bergt. Smith. He saw prisoner HL on
the bank of the pond in charge of Maj

Pond Ei.uh‘- clothes :ero’m ;&z.vltam fetched
- | m some .ones from mm N
{t | When toﬁ hi . prisoner rep ~I
e ‘intended Mngy it;. msn“ 3::!1 do i:.wu'"ﬁnt
Miner Commended for SRaebe f% . Yaghey ought to have let me
Promplness. Prisoner said he was very sorry he had

done i

ne it.
Mr. Lee: What is the trouble?
Pri : 1 had a lot of beer that day.
m.” mhg be for you tolot.boul
e T wil In m‘im',’b gh. .
- ‘t.hliﬁ.' it :im”‘ ‘over?  GEinE S¢
PPrisoner: I lhsﬁo:ot‘b anything like that
| Mr. C. G. H. Smith (assistant magistrates’
‘elerk): Will you N-m'mmr.tsi?a.
e s e vt
- a n.
Bt o beuelih to tefenin Trom driak

altogether.

Mr. Lee (addressing the witness Mayhew):
Had you any im n that he was going
wYoon‘m%it ’—N:' ."'ot a man being

ou was & oase
in drink uuilrdld not know what he was say-
- r!m“';'h't% commend y%u fo:nyour
after thought king after the man.
| Prisoner promised the costs of the
| oase, ’ne‘r :pon his w undertaking to
||ook after him he was

The young Doe Lea miner, Walier ,Bugh

(24), who attempted to commit suicide by

drowning in Hardwick Pond on Friday, came

before Mr. T. L. Lee, J.P., at the Chesterfield

County Magistrates’ Clerk’s Office, on Tues-

{li:’ly. charged with attempting to take his
o~

John Mayhew, a miner, of Doe Bkea, said
Bargh was ‘a’ married man with one child.
He was in the habit of having a drink now
and again, but he did not think he had much.
About 830 p.m. on June 5th 4s witness was
leaving Hardwiok Park, Bargh ocame up to
him and said “Are you going to shake hands
with me, Jack, as it will be the last time.”
He was under the influence of the
time. A few minutes Witness's
child drew his attent to a man at
.pond side. Witness went back to the pond
and found prisoner “sprottling” in the w A
His jacket, waistcoat and hoots were ly
on the bank dry, while he was Binuwﬁg
stomach in the water. Witness ~aim
out on.to the bank, but prisoner asked him
to let him go again. The water at that par-
ticular spot was about three feet deep, bul |

5

Derbyshire Courier 10t June 1913

TOUNTY MORIStaT =~ wmess

ATTEMPTED SUICIDE AT | { day) morning, charged with attempting 101

1] commit suicide by drowning.

HARDW'CK. | shartly after 8 ¢’clock on Thursday night,

L Al 1 wns seen to walk into Hardwick {g-n»d :
int and He down. A man named John May- |
Doe Lea Man Walks into 1 || hew at once fetched him out and called the

Pond- poll,l‘t‘ct':-nman gas soon on the scene and
A middle-aged man nnmodl\\’altorlﬂm-gh.l when he asked wl‘mt he was -dﬂlmr"
a miner, of Doe Lea Cottages, ea.T, —~ he replied : *“ T wasgothg to drown my<elf.

brought up in custody at the Chesterfield The constable arrested him and took him to

County Magistrate’s Offices, )'of'fcfrdy:\': L i’l:if 1 Chesterfield.




Sheffield Independent 11t June 1913
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How this unfortunate event affected Walter and his family is not known. It must have been very difficult for them.
Little else is known of Walters life after this event other than he continued to work as a Miner .

When war was declared on the 4t August 1914 Walter was aged 25 and like many young men would be answer the call to
serve, despite being in a relatively protected profession as a Miner.

Walter was amongst the first men to enlist following the outbreak of war. In the article about his suicide attempt it noted he
was at the camp of the Yeomanry, though it is not known if he had prior military service.

It is known he enlisted in early September 1914 and was given a service number 18292 and posted to the Grenadier Guards.
Y . ~ i

enlisting in_September, 1914, Pie. Bargh

2 s ¥%°

No service record survives for Walter though his wartime experiences can babe followed through other documents.



A man William Keep with a with the service number 18295 (Walter 18292), also form Derbyshire enlisted on the 1st September
1914 and joined the 4t Battalion Grenadier Guards at the Guards Depot at Caterham on the 3d September 1914. It is almost
certain Walter followed this timeline and path.
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It is probable that Walter (and Keep) remained with the 4t Battalion at Caterham through the end of 1914 in to early 1915
training in preparation to joined a service Battalion on the Western Front. This day came on the 16t March 1915 as both
Walter and Keep were posted to the British Expeditionary Force in France. ( shown on Walters medal index and on Keeps
service record)

Walter 18292

T OF W (/) L Yanep i W /6 5 (5
18295 Keep |

}.xpedl tionary Force, FRANDE S Vs e :z'/z,. 1 :

Another man Bennett No18300 (8 from Walter) enlisted on the 2nd September 1914 and was posted to the 4t Battalion. He
also embarked for France on the 16t March 1915 and was posted to the 1st Battalion on the 17t heading to join the battalion
at the front on the 18t. it is almost certain Walter followed this time line.
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A picture of Walter in a Grenadier Guards uniform, possibly taken before his embarkation.

The men were possibly part of a large draft sent to the Guards Depot at Harfleur before being allocated to a Service Battalion.
in Walters (and Bennetts) case the 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards (GG) Kings Company. The War Diary of the 1st GG show
a draft of 350 man joining them at in the trenches at Fauquissart on the 20t March 1915, This would tie in with the men
leaving to join the Battalion on the 18th.
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Capléne € hm . Ub fotDathude, M. Lot Staunley

s Movdeej b Aasford . s 352 in amand]
wpxilﬁ w e Vanche  nhotfng B dp.

LU 204

Vs ad L

Fauquissart

@

Harfleur

1’\;)



The 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards were part of the 20t Infantry Brigade 7t Division.

The ﬁ'iga&e takes over the trenches of the 22nd Brigade at

March 18th.
FAUQUISSART, the portion taken over ahout 2,700 yards long N.E, of
AUBERS owing to the Brigade being so weak, ¢EBvery pattalion had
to be put in with the exception of the 6th pattalion Gordon
Highlanders = who were placed in Reaerve near PICANTIN,
March 19th, The following drafts arraived for the Grenadier Guards and the
‘ Scots Cuards,
! Credadlier Guards, 6 Officers. 350 man.
,i Sots Cuards. 1 Officer. 70 men.
March 20th. /| Scots Guards come out of the tremches, the Grenadier Guards being
,i ,‘3°"’,.ff{‘_"}§ enough to hold that portion alone. Lieutenant=Colonel
[ March 1915 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
15t 16t arrived in | 170 posted to 1st | 18t left to join | 19 in transit 201 arrived atfront | 21st
France battalion battalion 1t GG in trenches
near Estaires

Lines 20t March 1915
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View looking across the British line towards the German line at Fromelles from a house in Fauquissart (taken 2nd March 1915)
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March 1915 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
22nd 234 to billets in | 24t working party | 25" tobilletsinLa | 26t cleaning and | 27 drill 28t parade
Rue Bacquerot with Royal | Gorgue drill
Engineers
29t drill 30t route march 31st relived
Yorkshire reg in
trenches




Through April and the beginning of May 1915 he 1st GG moved between the British lines around Fauquissart and billets in
close by villages. Towards the end of May they headed a little further south to wards Festubert.

[ April 1915 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st in trenches 2nd 3 4h to billets in | 5t 6t 7t to Divisional
Laventie reserve - Estaires
8t 9t men bathed at | 10t rout march 11t parade 12t drill & training | 13t drill & training | 14t drill & training
divisional baths
15t drill & training | 16t drill & training | 17t drill & training | 18" drill & training | 19 drill & training | 20t drill & training | 21st relived 2nd
Bedford's in
trenches
22nd 23 24h to Brigade | 25" nightly fatigue | 26% nightly fatigue | 27t to trenches | 28t
reserve - Laventie | parties provided parties provided reliving 4th
Dragoons
20t 30t
[ May 1915 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st heavy shelling | 2nd brigade | 3¢ brigade | 4t brigade | 5" to billets in | 6% billets in | 7t  billets in
- stood too - went | reserve reserve reserve Estaires - working | Estaires Estaires
into brigade parties provided
reserve near
Givenchy-lez-La-
Bassee
8 billets in | 9" 12am moved | 100 to billets in | 11" billets in | 12 to billets in | 13" billets in | 14 billets in
Estaires to shelter trenches | Laventie the to | Bethune Hinges Hinges Hinges
in support of 8" | Bethune
division attack
150 to support | 16" Aftack - in | 17" remained in | 18" relived to | 19t to billets in | 20" billets in | 21t billets in
trenches north of | support of Border | positions in | billets in Hinges Robecq Robecq Robecq
Festubert for | Reg  advanced | support of another
attack on the 16" | through & | push - casualties
consolidated. 117 for 160 & 17t
22nd route march | 23 parade 24n billets in | 25" billets in | 26" billets in | 27" billets in | 28" Brigade
Robecq Robecq Robecq Robecq Parade
29h  billets in | 30t billets in | 31stto trenches in
Robecq Robecq front of Festubert
& Givenchy

Hinges

@

Bethune

Estaires

La Go@e
Q S : Laventi
Q

Fauquissart

5

Festubert

Gt

Givenchy-lez-La-Bassee.. *




16t May 1915 attack north of Festubert.
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division 1st GG in
support
Walter Wounded

[ June 1915 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
st trenches in | 2nd 3 heavily shelled | 4t RelivedtoLe | 5 to billets in | 6% billets in | 7 billets in
front of Festubert Casualties for 4 | Casan Hingette Hingette Hingette
& Givenchy days 52 men
8 billets in [ 9" to billets in | 100 billets in | 11t bilets in | 12 billets in | 13" to billets in | 14t relived Border
Hingette Robecq Robecq Robecq Robecq Essars Regiment in
trenches J7 to L8
North of
Givenchy-lez-la-
Bassee
15t attack by | 16t 17t 18t 19t 20h 21st

Le Casan
Hinges

/\_;* /\7 Hingette

Essars

(\;’ Festubert

@

Givenchy-lez-La-Bassee

Bethune

In accordance with ii noral plen, the troops of the 7th.
Division v ] Yorkehire &nd
| Wiltshi spactively in the
WINDY CORNER,
in the ordex
ore in. the

the blat.




Positions at the start of the 15t June 1915 trenches J7 to L8
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Positions 10pm 15t March 1915

Meanwhile gome doubt Imnd arisen as to the amount of ground held
by the R1lst Brigade as theres were rumours that they did not hold as
much as had been formerly believed. At 10.pems however the situation
was found to be ag follows ¢~ The R2lst Brigade reported that the Yorlks
Regiment hed been driven out of the front line Germen trench, ani that
Je4d = H,3 wera again in the hands of the enemys Part of the Wiltshire
Regiment still appeared to be holding out by J.ll1 - J.13, and two
companies of the Grenadier Guards were digging themselves in about

J.l0 = K.8, but had not succeeded in gaining touch with the troops on
their right or on their left.
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During the time in the trenches across the 15t to 18t June 1915 though not directly involved in the attacks the 1st GG were
in support and came under heavy shelling. Casualties were 7 Killed 65 wounded.
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Walter was wounded in the fighting on the 15th June 1915 near Festubert, a slight wound to his left cheek.

Exactly where and when on the 15t Walter was wounded is not known. Walter would have been evacuated via a pre-
determined medial evacuation route.

There was and ADS (Advance Dressing Station) at A7d10.8 ( Windy Corner) not far from the battalion lines. ( there were also
ADS at F5a&c). There was a DCS ( Division Collecting Station) at Chateau Corre F3 and 2 Field Ambulance (FA) hospitals,
21 FA at Hinges and 23 FA at Robeqc.
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Walter was almost certainly on No4 AT as its movements show it picked up wounded, (41 sick and 363 wounded) at Lillers
on the 17t June 1915, close to both field ambulances at Hinges and Robecq. From there it went on to St Omer unloading 1
case, Boulogne unloading 1 case and on the Etaples where the remained of the wounded were unloaded on the 18t June
1915.
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No5 AT moved wounded further north leaving Arques on 17t to Bailleul where it loaded 261 wounded and left, via St Omer
for Etaples unloading on the 18t. It is unlikely but not impossible Walter was on No5 AT.
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Walters records show him arriving at No18 General Hospital at Etaples on the 18t June 1915. He is noted in the Kings
Company 1st Grenadier Guards, aged 26 and in France around 3 months
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The records note him with a ‘slight wound to left cheek’ and spending 13 days before being discharge on the 30t June,
possibly to ‘To No6 CC’ ( Convalescent Camp ?) also at Etaples.
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Itis not known when Walter re-joined the 15t GG. His wound was noted as ‘slight’ and after 13 days in hospital was discharged
to No6 Convalescent Camp. How long he spent there is not known.

[ July 1915 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets |
1st Billets at Lillers | 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7t
8t gt 10t 11t 12t 130 to billets in | 14t
Calonne
15t Battalion | 16" totrenchesat | 17t 18t 19t 20 Prince of | 21st  relived to
sports Quinque Rue Wales visited Bttn | dugouts and forts
in trenches in the rear
22nd 23w 24t 25t 26t to billets in | 27t dril 28t drill
Calonne
29t drill 30th drill 31stdrill
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August 1915 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets

1t billets in | 2 route march 3rd 4h to | 5t to Wizernes 6t drill 7t drill
Calonne Molingheim

8 drill 9th drill 10t route march 11t drill 12t drill 13t drill 14t drill

15t drill 16t drill 17t route march 18 19t 20t drill 21st

22 parade 234 24 25" route march 26 27 drill 28h

29h 30h 31st
[ September 1915 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets

1st Wizernes 2nd to Wavran 3rd 4h practice | 5t parade 6t 7

attack

8t practice wood | 9h 10t route march 11t 12t parade 13t 14t

fighting

15t drill 16t 17" inspected at | 18t 19t parade 20t 21t exercise

Arques
22n to Rebecq 234 to Saint | 24t 251 to Hallicourt 261 to reserve | 27" advanced to | 28" in brigade
Hilaire trenches at | Loos occupying | reserve
Vermelles in | German 2 line
support of attack. | trench on western
outskirt of Loos

290 relived to | 300 to billets in

reserve trenches | Labourse

Vermelles

Movements August September 1915

Arques

Wizeres (—) >

Wavran

o () ¥

’ Q‘ ’— :

.

Molingheim

TEX

Hallicourt
)
N

Calonne

Robecq <>

®

Festubert

@ Aok

Llabourse

Q

-5

Vermé_lle§ #

Loos

0
Aplo st




End of September through October 1915 in the support trenches at Vermelles and the German 2nd line west of Loos.
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[ October 1915 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1t billets in | 2nd 3 to trenches 4h heavily | 5t relived to | 6t 7t
Labourse shelled 26 | billets in
casualties Vermelles
8th Ot 10t gas carrying | 11t fatigue | 12t to billets in | 13" to reserve | 14t shelling
fatigues parties Labourse trenches north of
Vermelles
15t shelling 20 | 16t 17t shelling 18t 162 | 190 to billets in | 20t 21st
casualties casualties in this | Labourse
spell in trenches
22nd 231 to trenches - | 24t 25t 261 to billets in | 27t 28t
quiet day Allouagne
20t 30t 31st
[ November 1915 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets |
1t billets in | 2nd dril 3rd drill 4t drill 5t drill 6t drill 7t
Allouagne
8 9h  to billets in | 10" 11t drill 12t drill 13t drill 14t to billets in La
Merville Bassee Road in
brigade reserve
15t 16t to trenches at | 17t trenchesvery | 18 relived to | 19h 20t to trenches 21st very quiet
Chapigny - | wet bilets in La
reserve at Rue Bassee Road.
Bacquerot  HQ
Manchester
House.
22 to billetsin La | 23r 241 to trenches | 25t 26" tobilletsinLa | 27t 28t
Bassee Road. at Picantin Gorgue
29h 30t bathed




Movement North October and November 1915
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December 1915 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st billets in La | 2@ to billets in | 3d 4h {0 trenches | 5t 6t relived to | 7t
Gorgue Riez Bailleul to north of Neuve billets

brigade reserve Capelle M35b
8h to trenches | 9h 10t relived to | 11t 12t to trenches | 13t 14t relived to
M35b billets M35b billets in La Gorge
15t 16" bathed 17t 18t 19t parade 200 to billets in | 21st

Laventie

22m totrenchesat | 23r 24h  relived to | 25t parade 26 trenches at | 27t 281 to billets in
Picantin N7b billets Picantin N7b Laventie
29h 301 trenches at | 31

Picantin N7b
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January 1916 | InTrenches K=Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1strelived to billets | 2nd 3 Xmas Dinner | 4% route march | 5% fraining 6t training 7t training
in La Gorgue served
8t training 9t training 10t drill 11t drill 12t 130 to billets in | 14t
Laventie

15t trenches at | 16% 17t to billets in | 18t 19t trenches at | 20t 21st to billets in
Picantin N7b Laventie Picantin N7b Laventie
22nd 234 trenches at | 24t 25t heavily | 26 relived to | 27 bathed 28t drill

Picantin N7b shelled - no | billetsinLa Gorge

casualties

29t drill 30t route march 31st drill
February 1916 | InTrenches K=Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1t to billets in | 2nd 3d  frenches at | 4t 50 to billets in | 6t 7t trenches at
Laventie Picantin N7b Laventie Picantin N7b
8t 9t to billets in | 10t 11t 12t trenches at | 13t 14t

Laventie Picantin N7b
15t to billets in | 16" entrained at | 17t arrived Calais | 18 19t drill & route | 20t 21st drill
Estaires Lestrem for | marched to Camp march

Calais at Beaumaris
22m parade & drill | 23r drill - | 24 drill-constant | 25t drill - constant | 26t entrained | 27t thaw | 28t fatigue
on the beach in | constant  snow | snow snow Calais for Kieken | commenced parties
heavy snow made tents very Put

cold.
29 fatigue parties
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[ March 1916 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st Kieken Put 2nd 3rd bad weather 4t bad weather | 5% tocampinhuts | 6t heavy snow i
Popperinghe
F27c2.6
8t 9t route march 10t route march 11t working | 12t 13t drill 14t drill
parties in  H5
central N of Ypres
15" marched to C | 16t entrained for | 17t in reserve 18t 19t 20t to trenchesin | 21st

Camp in wood at
A30a

Ypres - to rampart
and canal bank

112ato 112¢

22nd

23rd

24 to reserve at
Ypres

25t entrained for
Camp B G6d

26t smoke helmet
drill

271 drill & route
march

28t drill & route
march

29t drill & route
march

30 drill & route
march

31st drill & route
march
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renches |n I12a&c 20th March 1916

1 L

close to billets at
4am

Kings Coy right
front coy

[ April 1916 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st Camp B G6d 2nd inspections 3d  to front line | 4t trenchesina | 5% artillery duel 6t shelling 7t Kings Coy
Fine and sunny trenches E of | bad state due to occupied I5a A6 &
Potijze I5a by train | heavy Kings Company A7 from Dore
- railway shelled bombardment in left front Street to N corner
Warwick Farm -
right coy - shelling
10K 6W
8 relived and | 9h 10t training 11t SOS received | 12 to trenches | 13" heavy shelling | 14t heavy shelling
entrained for - fellin — marched | by train at Potijze - rain and storms
Camp B G6d down Ypres Road
toH11a - returned Casualties for 3
to camp 10:45pm days 9W
15t relived and | 16t parade - 17t cleaning kit 18" training & | 19" marched to | 20t training 21st training
entrained for | wood close by route march east billeting area
Camp B G6d shelled Popperinghe
22n fraining 23 training 24t training 25h germanplane | 26" to billets at | 27" totrenchesat | 28t Germans
dropped bombs | Ypres by train Riflemans Farm — | blew mine in

112c4.7

291 arial activity
all day
1am gas attack

30t quiet day

Trenches I5a from the 3rd Apr|I 1915
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Trenches in front of R|fleman s Farm from 27t April 1916. German mine blown in [12c on 28t
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[ May 1916 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
st trenches at | 2 billetsin Ypres | 3 inspections 4t hot day 5 hotday -town | 60  trenches at | 7t
Riflemans Farm - shelled Riflemans Farm -
8pm attack beaten sheling in relief —
off - relived to w
Ypres
8t Kings Coy left | 9" right of line | 100 relived to | 11" town shelled. | 12 cleaning & | 13% training 14t training
frontcoy in railway | shelled - mine | Ypres Entrained for | inspection
wood blown 3K 17W billets at
Popperinghe
15t training 16t training 17t training 18t training 19t training 201 route march | 21st
to new billets at
Kieken Put C30
220 training 23 training 24 training 25! training 26t training 27 training 28t training
29 training 30 marched to | 31t marched to
Wormhoudt Watou

Movement May 1916
Wormh;udt

Cangi.é!}ank

Kieken Put Y

@)

i Watou'

Popperinghe

[ June 1916 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1t marched to | 2nd working | 3 stood too all | 4t 5t drill 6t inspected — | 7t drill
Camp M NW of | parties provided | day stood too until
Popperinghe building huts 8:30pm
8" marched to | 9% training 10t training 11t parade 12t fraining 13t training 14t training
billets at Kieken
Put — heavy rain
15t to Camp K - | 16" kitinspection | 17t 1:15amstand | 18" to front line | 19t 20t 21t to dugouts
W of Popperinghe too - heavy gas | Kings Coy in canal bank
bombardment. reserve posts.
Dismissed 2:30am | Tower Post,
8:45pm entrained | McGregors Post,
for Ypres to | S16b
dugouts at
Auction Bridge
Kings coy in X10
Wilson farm &
Frascati
22nd fatigues | 23r fatigues | 24" to front line | 25 artilleryduel - | 26" thunderstorm | 27t 18 inches of | 28t heavy
parties at night parties at night Irish Farm - Kings | men digging new | —heavy shelling - | rain in trenches shelling
Coy right front. trench B16 working on new | Relived to dugouts
trench on Canal Bank
29h 301 to front line
Irish Farm - Kings
Coy left front
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July 1916 | InTrenches K=Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st Irish Farm 2 shelling 3rd trench works 4h o dugouts | 5t 6  Marched to | 7t cleaning
trench works canal bank Camps G & P equipment
8h bathed in A30 | 9t 10t 11t 12t 13t 14t to brigade
Woods reserve 2 Coy &
HQ Elverdinghe
Chateau 2 Coy
Canal Banlk
15" to trenches 16t 17t relived to | 180 19t 20t 21stto trenches
brigade reserve
22nd 23 240 relived to | 250 260 to P Camp | 27t entrained | 28t
brigade reserve A22d Popperinghe  to
Bollezelle =
marched to billets
in Watten
29 marched to | 30" entrained for | 31st billets at
Bavinchove(Cassel) | Frevent-marched | Halloy

to billets at Halloy

- Very hot day

Watte

Q

Bollezelle

(=
Bavinchove

%

n

Erevent

Q

Elverdinghe

%,

«Canal Bank

August 1916

| InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded

| Billets

1st marched from
Halloy to camp in
wood at Bus-les-
Artois

2nd training

3rd training

4t training

5t training

6t training

7t training

8t training 9t HM the King | 10 to trenches | 11t quiet except | 12t quiet except | 13 quiet except | 14t to camp in
visited camp Beaumont-Hamel | hostile trench | hostile trench | hostile trench | wood at Bus-les-
Q4b & Q5a mortars mortars mortars Artois
15t 16t 17t 18t 19t 201 to billets in | 21st
Sarton
22 to billets in | 23 241 to billets in | 250 by rail to | 26 27t parade 281 open warfare
Longuevilette Vignacourt Merricourt & training

marched to billets
Ville-Sous-Corbie

29 open warfare
training

30 open warfare
training

31st brigade field
day to practice
aeroplane contact
patrols
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[ September 1916 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets |
1t Ville-Sous- | 20 training 3rd training 4t training 5t training 6t training 7t training
Corbie - training
8t training 9%h to Bernafay | 10" No2 Coy to | 11" No 2 coy in | 12 No4 Coy in | 13" camp in | 14t 5pm marched

Wood in battle | Arow Head Copse | action - advance | action supporting | Happy Valley N of | to Carnoy Wood,
order No3 Coy frontline | to T14d9.5 No2 Coy Bray 10pm to trenches
east of Ginchy. Rest of Battalion in Trones Wood
Kings Coy & rest attack at 6pm but
of Bttn Front line N failed.
or Ginchy Relived to camp in
Happy Valley N of
Bray
15t Guards | 16" 9am advance
Division  attack | totrench T7d7.7
6:20am Advance on Les
Boeufs
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Movement attack 10t to 14t September, attack 15t &

16" September 1916.
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Guards Division Attack 15t & 16t September 1916 stound Givnchy the 1st GG in support. On the 16t the 1st GG attacked
LesBoeufs without artillery support. They were held up on the High Ground west of LesBouefs by Machine Gun fire until
relived returning to billets in Carnoy.

Guillemont Station




British Troops attacking enemy trenches Ginchy / Lesboeufs area

September 1916 | InTrenches K=Killed W = Wounded [ Billets

17" to camp at | 18h 19t 200 to trenches | 21t to reserve
Carnoy West of Les | trenches SW of
Boeufs 4am Ginchy

" —

The men spent the 22nd September 1916 preparing for another push with 2 companies digging in ‘Z’ trench (the assembly
trench) at T2d and 2 Companies in the Trones Wood trenches. The digging in ‘Z' trench continued on the 234 with the men
in Trones Wood moving up to join the companies in ‘Z' trench at 11 am on the 24t September.
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The 1st GG were to pass through the 1st & 2nd objectives once captured and take the 3t (blue) objective, through the village
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At 2:35 the 1st GG passed through the 1st and second objectives that had been captured and captured the 31 objective by
3:30pm

3 Guards Brigade Brigade diary

Machine Gun fire. About 1.30 p.an. the lgt Bn. Grenadier Guards advanced into the lst objective
and by 2 pem. were ready to advence to the assault of the final objective. 2 Oompanies lst Bn.
Welgh Guards were in close support prepared to ooccupy the lst objective as soon as the 1lst 3n-

Gronadier Guards advanced to the asssults At 2486 pem. the 1st Bn. Gremdia‘r Guards passed
through the 4th Bn. Gronadier Guards and 2nd Bre Scots Guards and advancing olose under their
barrage carried their final objectives Owing to the exposed flank this attack probably
advanced with its left on OEUFS WINDMILL and then swung half left oocoupying the whole of
the front allotted to thom ,2 Oompanies lst Bu. Welsh Guards moved into the Gorman front and

Scots Guards were placed under the orders of the Brigadler by Guards Divfiﬂicm. Definite
information was received at 3.35 pems that the Brigade had captured all objectives and was
consolidating. 2nd Bn, Scots Guards and lst Bne Grenadier Guarda had been in touch with lst
Guards Brigade on their right throughout the attack and consolidated in conjunction with them.

Position of the 1st GG on the 26t September having consolidated positions on the 25t
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British troops moving forward on the 25t September 1916 Lesboeufs area.

Walter was one of these casualties, Killed in Action on the 25th September 1916. He was 28 years old and left a widow
and 3 year old son.
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Exactly where and when Walter lost his life is not known. it is possibly between 1:30pm and 3:35 pm when they advanced and
took the 3rd Objective. By 6pm there was noted no hostile fire and no sign of the enemy .

About 8 pems information was received from the front line that there was no sign of the enemy and no rifle fire1

The advance of the 1t GG, passing through the 1st & 2nd objectives when taken with the Windmill on their left flank, taking
the third objective line(blue) . It is possible Walter was killed between the 2 and 31 objectives where they might have
encountered most resistance.
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The path of advance and the final position of the 1st GG on the north east flank of the village.
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Walters body was never officially recovered, he may lie buried and unknown where he fell or have been one of the many men
found after the war, unnamed and reburied.

A body density map shows 69 men found in the 50m square just east of the Windmill and 38 men in the area where the 1st
GG consolidated their positions. There were other men found along the path of their advance from T2d.
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Notification of Walters death was received on the 11t November 1916.
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Walters photo and his loss was reported in the local papers around a week after the notification. Derbyshire Courier 18th

ROLL OF HONGUR.

THIS WEEK'S DERBYSHIRE
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Belper News 24t November 1916 ( 25t miss-typed 5t)

In early December 1916 a memorial service was held for Walter. Derbyshire Times 2nd December 1916

The register of soldiers effects show Walters widow received the balance of his account on the 25t January 1917 £3 17
sh|II|ngs 4 pence. On the 17t October 1919 £2 16 shillings 8 pence, 24t November 1919 £5 13 shillings 4 pence.

CREDITE: CHARGES.

Walters widow re-married around 16 months after his loss, on the 6t February 1918 to a Miner, Frederick Hanston.
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For his war service Walter posthumously recived the 1915 Star, British War and Victory medals.
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His widow would have received a Memorial Scroll and Bronze Memorial Plaque.
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There is a possibility Walter may lay in the Guards Cemetery which lies in the fields half way along the line of advance to
lesboeufs. The cemetery was started with a few of the men that fell on the 25t September 1916.

At the time of the Armistice (11t November 1918) the cemetery consisted of only 40 graves, mainly those of men of the 2nd
Grenadier Guards who died on 25t September 1916, but it greatly increased in size when graves were brought in from the
battlefields and small cemeteries round Lesboeufs.

There are now 3,137 casualties buried or commemorated in this cemetery with 1,644 of the burials are unidentified. Walter
may be one of the Unidentified.
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Close to T2d the Assembly trenches of the 25t September 1916 stands the Guards Division Memorial. It sits on the high
ground overlooking the two battlegrounds of Ginch (15t September 1916) and Lesboeufs (25t September 1916). It replaces
a wooden cross that stood on the spot during the war. A memorial to the Guardsmen lost.

Walter is also remembered closer to home on the local Ault Hucknall War Memorial




He is also remembered on a memorial scroll in the Ault Hucknall Church.




In Memory Of
Private

WALTER BURGH

Senice Number: 18292

1st Bn., Grenadier Guards who died on 25 September 1916

Remembered with Honour
THIEEPVAL MEMORIAL
Pier and Face 8 D.

I
COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES
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COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH
WAR GRAVES COMMISSION




