Stephen Arthur Frank Sanders

No4277 & G/13715
6th Battalion ‘The Buffs’
(East Kent) Regiment



Stephen Arthur Frank Sanders was born on the 11t January 1888 Lambeth, London to Frank and Emma Saunders. He was
their 34 of 5 children, his father a House & Estate Agent. He was baptised on the 21st June 1892, the family living at 174
Railton Road (demolished)
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In the 1891 census Stephen is aged 3 one of 4 children, parents and a servant at the same address, his father an Accountant

and House Estate Agent. Stephen had a fairly comfortable upbringing.
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In 1900 when Stephen was aged 12 his Mother passed away.
By 1901 Stephen was aged 13 and a ‘Scholar’ living with a sister widowed father and servant at 12 Gunston House, Lambeth.
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By 1907 Stephen had moved to Weymouth, living at 43 Lennox Street, the rest of the family still remaining in London.

In the 1911 census Stephen is working as a bank cashier for Lloyds Bank living at 3 Gloucester (Row) Terrace, Weymouth as
alodger.
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Little else is known of Stephens early years.



When war was declared on the 4t August 1914 Stephen was aged 26 and like many would be called to serve. He was
Attested in to service on the 9t December 1915 in Weymouth and posted to the Army Reserve. He was 27 years 5 foot 8
inches and of moderate physical development. he gave his father as his next of kin, still living in London
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Stephen was mobilised on the 20t April 1916 and posted to the 2/5t Battalion East Kent (The Buffs) Regiment with the
service number 4277.
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Stephens records show him posted to the 2/5t (5t) Buffs Admin Centre 2nd Line on the 5t June 1916.
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The 2/5t Buffs were formed at Ashford in September 1914 as a Second Line battalion and attached to the 2nd Kent Brigade,

2nd Home Counties Division. in November they became November 202nd Brigade, 67th Division. Stephen would have
undergone his basic training.

On the 11t November 1916 to he was posted to the 4t Reserve Battalion the Buffs as it absorbed the 2/5t Battalion. they
were based in Canterbury.
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On the 29t December 1916 Stephen was posted to the 3 (Reserve) Battalion the Buffs also at Canterbury, that same day
his record show him disembarking in France joining the British Expeditionary Force (BEF). The 3 were again a home service
battalion and the postmg may have been for administration purposes.
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It may be that he embarked on the 29t December 1916 and disembarked joining the BEF on the 30t".
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It is possible Stephen, though unmarried, left a loved Edith Florence Guy, a spinster born in Weymouth in 1895 and in 1911
was living with her family at 92 St. Mary Street, Weymouth.

On the 30t December 1916 on arrival in France he was posted to 38t IBD (infantry Base Depot) at Etaples, the Base Depot
for the East and West Surrey regiments and the Buffs
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Agaln on the same day, the 30t December 1916 he was posted to the 6t Battalion East Kent Regiment ( The Buffs).
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It is un clear when Stephen joined the 6t Buffs in the field but was in early 1917. It may have been the 16t January
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Through January 1917 the 6t Buffs received reinforcements 11th x11, 14t x4, 20t x32, 21st x24, 224 x4 and 24t x5

On arrival Stephen joined D Company and at some point he was also issued a new service number, 13715.
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The 6t Buffs were part of the 37th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division and were in Sombrin in January 1917 moving to the
trenches near Arras mid month, possibly Stephens first time in the front line.




'Sombrin

4

Sombrin

[ January 1917 | InTrenches K=Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st Sombrin 2nd  parade & | 3¢ parade & | 4h parade & | 5t parade, training | 6t parade & | 7" parade
training training training & route march route
8t parade, | 9h parade, | 10t parade & | 11hparade medal | 12" parade & | 13" Moved to | 14h in brigade
training & Baths training & Baths training presentations training & Boxing | Arras by bus reserve — very
PM cold — snow. D
Company in the
Grande Place
150 very cold — | 16t working | 17t working | 18 relived the 6 | 19" hard frost — | 20t Centre (D) | 21st heavy show -
heavy snow - | parties parties Queens’ in the | quietday - afew | Coy sector under | trench  mortars
working parties front line - D Coy | bombs trench mortar fire active 3W
in the centre
22 relived back | 23r Working | 24t Working | 25t Working | 26t relived ‘the 6t | 27t hostile trench | 28 hostile trench
to Arras, Division | Parties - heavy | Parties Parties Queens’ in the | mortars very | mortars very
Reserve, in | snow front line south | active active
L’Ecole des | D Coy Bathed east of - D Coy in
Jeunes Filles the centre
200 man working
party carrying gas
cylinders
29 quiet day 30 relived to | 31t 150 man
Arras — D Coy St | working parties
Sauveur Defence

Grand Place Arras




February 1917

| InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded

| Billets

st Arras — 320 | 2nd Working | 349 relived the 6t | 4t Quiet day — | 5" hostile trench | 6%  quiet day — | 7™ relived to billets
man working party | parties Queens in | patrol sent out mortar active some MG fire in arras
-V Cold trenches D Coy in
Support.
8t working party | 9h 10t working | 11" marched to | 12" cleaning up | 13" parades & | 14t parade
650 men parties billets in | billets running drill
Montenescourt
15" running drill 16" to Noyellette | 17t running drill 18t parade 19% running drill & | 20t parades 21st parades
training - attack
organisation
22nd training | 234 to lzel-lez- | 24h  parade & | 25t practice | 26t tactical | 27t brigade | 28 brigade
aftack Hameau training aftack exercise on | practice attack exercise
practice trenches
February 1917

Izel-lez-Hameau
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[ March 1917 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st Izel-lez- | 2d  to the corp | 3¢ to billets in | 4t Agnez-les- | 50 working party | 6%  running drill | 7t brigade
Hameau cinematograph Agnez and huts in | Duisans of 420 men on a | and cable trench | capture and
Practice  aftack | theatre at | Talavera Camp cable trench at | working party consolidate trench
exercise Avesnes L10 centre exercise
8t running drill 9t practice attack | 10" bathing &AB | 11t to Arras - | 12t working | 13t working | 14t working
D Coy working at | night working | parties — some | parties - over | parties
the Hopital St | parties casualties head dogfight
Jean sustained
15" town shelled— | 16t working | 17 town heavily | 18 working | 19h heavy rain - | 20t working | 21st heavy
working  parties | parties provided shelled - working | parties trenches parties shelling all day -
provided parties provided damaged by moved to Talavera
hostile shelling Camp Agnez.
227 to lzel-lez- | 23r practice | 24t baths in the | 25" to Lattre S | 26t to Arras 27 night working | 28 Arras shelled
Hameau attack PM Quentin parties on
trenches
29h working | 30t hostile | 31t into Arras
parties shelling - working | Caves
parties
St Sauveur Caves south east of Arras.
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[ April 1917 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st Arras —working | 2 working parties | 3 working parties | 4t working | 5% heavy artillery | 6 heavyartillery | 7t heavy artillery
parties parties duel - moved to | barrage on | barrage - enemy
Arras Caves for | German lines withdrawing -
offensive ordered to be
ready to move
forward
8t creeping | 9" ZeroHr5:30am | 10t clearing | 11t moved | 12t consolidating | 13t back to Arras | 14t atrest all day
barrage on | - formed up in | battlefield and | forward to shell | lines Caves in caves
German lines reserve trench - | burying the dead | holes at Feuchy

9t April Attack 6t Buffs formed up from G30c8.1 to G30c9.6 south east of St Sauveur
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11t gth Buffs in shell holes at Feu

chy Chapel.
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Casulties ... 9t to 12t April.

April 1917 cont....... | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets

15" to billets in | 160 drill & re- | 17 bathing 18t 19t parade 20t training 213t training & drill

Saulty organisation

22 parade 231 to Noyellette | 24 to billets in | 257 to billets in | 26 parade & | 27" parade & | 28 parade &
Duisans Arras training training training

20t formed
salvage posts to
clear the trenches

‘amount of
material collected
enormous’

30 to front line
north of Monchy le
Preux taking over
from 7t Norfolk's

o

Néyellette

Duisans

Q@

Arras
(j St Sauveur

A s

Feuchy Chapel

P Q)

Monchy e Preux®

e
!

[ May 1917 | InTrenches K =Killed W = Wounded | Billets
1st front line north | 2nd front line north | 3rd Stephen | 4t 5t 6t i
of Monchy le | of Monchy le | Missing
Preux Preux

1st May 1917 6t Buffs in front line positions north of Monchy le Preux at131d6.9 to 132¢2.1
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On the 2nd May orders were received for the ‘general attack’ the next morning. The 6t Buffs objectives Devil Trench and
Keeling Copse.
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2, The 5%7th Infantry Brigade will attacl with the Cth Eattalion
Tho Buffs on tho'right and tho %th Mast Surroy Regimant on the 1oft,
The dividing lino botween Lattalions will be a line @rawn through
the following pointe :-

b 1 8} d 6.6.; I %2 a E4Dyvy I 3% b 0. (shewn on tho attached
Map

The disposition of the Brigado will be as follows i=

« 6th Bn, Tho Duffs on tha vright, Battalion headquartgra at
¢ 1 a B
2 7th Bn, BE,Surrcy Rogiment on thes left, Lunttalion l!ea&quartoru
: nt © 1 & 6.6,

e Tho attacl 1a divided into throe phases,

Ay 1lst Objectivo, BROWN LINED.
! B, 2nd Objectivo,  YELLOV LIIT. i
€, B%rd Objoctive, DOTTED RED LINE,
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At Zoro

(a) The Oth Dattalion The Duffs on the Right will capture tho l1lino
KETLING COPSE theonce to a point I %2 a &.0,

Two Streng Peinta will be satablished on tho oastorn sido of
KELLIIG COPSI.

Thoy will advanco in conjunstion witl: the %rd Division, taking
caro to prevent any German countor attack boing dirocted on that
Division'a llorther Flank, whilat they aro advansing through the POIS
Dii SART, For this purpose a kaochine Gun ¥ill be attached to #th
Battalion The Luffs to sweep dbwn tho valley in I %% b and 4.

_ Devils
Trench NI

39 May 1917
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The attack on the flanks of the 6t Buffs were unsuccessful and but 2 officers and about 40 men of the 6t Buffs had moved
forward to a position NE of Keeling Copes where they expended all their ammunition and were forced to make their way back
through 3 lines of German trenches. only the 2 officers and 13 men made it back.
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The chief difficulty for the attacks was the darkness, zero hour fixed at 3.45 a.m. The battalion spent the preceding night in
shell holes, A Company on the right, B on the left, C supporting, and D being behind B. Punctually at 3:45 the guns fired and
the men went off into the darkness, following the creeping barrage. Every effort was made to keep communication with them,
an advanced HQ established in Devil's Trench but no communication was possible. Apparently the battalion was advancing
satisfactorily, but nothing definite could be ascertained. When daylight came the gunfire and snipers made it hard to get any
news of how matters were proceeding but by dusk it was discovered that the 6t Buffs had suffered greatly and that the line
in their front was practically as before.

The loss of officers required two to be sent up from the detail camp arriving about 10 pm and were sent forward to reorganize
what was left of the Battalion.

Part of the objective allotted the 6t Buffs was Keeling Copse, and it was found that 2 officers with about 40 men and a lewis
gun had got there, only to discover that they were completely isolated, the enemy having reformed his line behind them, and
both sides being their original trenches. Three lines of Germans were now between these few men and remainder of the
battalion.

The men at Keeling Copse held their own all day, and when night fell having expended every cartridge and bomb they fought
their way back again, breaking through one line after another. 2 officers and 13 men made it back.

Casualties were 3 officers killed, 3 wounded, 8 missing, 25 other ranks killed, 128 wounded and 207 missing.

Stephen was one of the 207 men missing, noted on his records.
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Probable area Stephen went missing in between the jump off line and Keeling Copse.

6th Buffs Keeling
Copse

«,/132a8.0
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Where exactly Stephen went missing and at what point in the attack is not known. He was taken Prisoner Of War (POW)
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There is no documentation that suggests Stephen was wounded.
The first German POW files dated the 29t June show he was captured near Arras on the 3 May 1917 a Private in the East
Kent regiment (the Buffs) and in D Company.

Oefangennahme = Capture - Arras 3.5.17
Vorbergehender Aufenthaltsort = ‘temporary place of residence’ - Lille

He was taken to Dulmen POW Camp almost certainly via Lille.

g ] ) D Lo 1Y
/J/A""'*Sr - A J‘Um 19 ‘Tfy./[;[;ﬂhv‘ i -
é(' ‘ | 2 8 * 2 4 .
C/‘l : a) Samilienname . a) Sejangennabue a) ®eburtstag und ~®rt
Vo (nux QU Abdrefie des
p.| P) - ";i‘:'mm oy o (©ct unb Tag) b) | s L
MNe. c) nur bei Rufjen <) verbergebender Nuf- <) ‘ WVerwanbten
Borname bdes enthaltsort SN 1r A
‘Bﬁt‘" 1/' t A B D 2P
" SANPERS Pont Arres S=f=17.  bomaome ...
SANDERS vt rias.
g Btephon A.Ps  (Ptes Kant. = |NGe
Nary| 12ms » Liile, (on inghone
a) rrrenaaaesd
............ e
» P2 Kennington Rosd, |
c)
Officially accepted a Prisoner Of War at Dulmen
S ‘ S : —
/ =S y 14 11/ 77 M o
ol Y, acetplidian O\, JIATIO] of ITT 1]
| f i | F G ’__"
[ hdas ab | KWeodn 00500, T 66




Dulmen Camp

At some point he was noted at Limburg camp, in records dated the 31st July 1917, this time the place of capture Monchy (le
Preux) on the 4t May 1917. His service number noted with an 8 not a 3.

Et Kdtr Douai = Douai a city east of Arras so Stephen may have firstly been taken to Douai then to Lille and on to Dulmen

then Limburg.
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Dulmen

Limburg
(®)

Monchy le Preux

On a POW record dated the 18t February 1918 from Gustrow Camp Stephen is shown having moved there at some point
from Dulmen.

Gustrow

—-

¥

Dulmen
9

Lille
Limburg

( /\/S Douai (\U/)

\

Monchy:le Preux

Gustrow Camp




British POW’s Gustrow 1917

The record from Gustrow noted Stephen ‘Gestorben’ = ‘died’

=13

he was 28 years old.
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A ‘Totenliste’ = ‘list of dead’ dated the 11t September 1917 notes Stephen died on the 16t July 1917 in the Kriegagef Lag
='war hospital’ at Gustrow. Infleg ? krankheit = Disease.
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A Hospital Hut Gustrow.

Conditions in POW camps were often poor, the men in overcrowded accommodation, poorly fed and expected to undertake
hard labour, perfect conditions for the spread of disease.

Stephen was buried in the Prisoner Cemetery at Gustrow Camp (pictured), the exact location not known.
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On the 21st April 1918 memorial was unveiled in Gustrow Cemetery, designed in the camp and paid for by the prisoners.
Prisoners and Germans seen attending the unveiling.




Nothing is left of the camp today except the Memorial in a now wooded area, no visible signs of the Cemetery where Stephen
was first buried.

—~__ Memorial
B 11

Stephens must have been notified of him being a POW by early August 1917 as he was noted in the published Casualty List
on the 4t August 1917.

Daily List of August 4th (Contd.)s
PART V. W.0.'s, N.C.O.'s, AND MEN (Contd.).

. Previously reported missing, now reported
PRISONERS OF WAR IN GERMAN HANDS.

THE BUFFS (EAST KENT REGIMENT).—Berrett 3464 L.-Cpl.

J. R. (Dalston, E.); Brown 13670 ‘J. (Lamberhurst); Croft 13639 A.

(Marden); Holyman 13735 C. {/V (Carshalton-on-Hill): Marks 20844

(. (Wandsworth, S.W.); Murton 18543 P. (Dover); Paynter 18g59

- P. A. (Upper Walmer); Richardson 13425 IE. A. (Hanworth);
Sanders §ggs8 S. A. F. (Kennington, S.E.); Waller 13184 J. H.

(Godalmig.




A death certificate was typed in the camp on the 29t August 1917, though if and when it reached the UK is not known.
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Stephen was listed ‘now reported died’ in the casualty list published on the 15t January 1918.

Previously missing, now reported ~=

DIED AS PRISONERS OF WAR IN GERMAN HANDS.

. THE BUFFS (EAST KENT REGIMENT).—Sanders f§gi§ S. A.
(London); Tinkins 20806 C. (Bishopsbourne),

Stephens probate was granted on 5th September 1918 for £304.17s. It was paid to Edith Florence Guy, a spinster. Edith was
born in Weymouth in 1895 and in 1911 was living with her family at 92 St. Mary Street, Weymouth.

SANDERS Stephen Arthur Frank of Lloyds Bank Ltd.
Weymouth Dorsetshire died 16 July 1917 in Germany a
prisoner of war Probate London 3 July to Edith Florence
Guy spinster. Effects £304 17s.

The list of soldiers effects notes Stephens account holding £8 5s 7d but does not state who this was paid to. It also shows a
gratuity payment of £4 10s.
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Stephens father received a copy of his death certificate in July 1920.
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For his service Stephen was awarded the British War and Victory medal. Noted on the index card is ‘Returned’ this may have
been by his father as next of kin or that a correct address was not found.
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Following the war the 59 British Dead were exhumed from Gustrow Cemetery and Re-buried in Hamburg Ohlsdorf Cemetery.

Stephen is buried in Plot 3 row C grave 6
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Stephen is remembered on the Weymouth War Memorial.
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In Memory Of
Private

S A F SANDERS

Senice Number: G/13715

6th Bn., The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) who died on 16 July 1917

Remembered with Honour
HAMBURG CEMETERY
lll.C.6.
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