Albert Coe

N023234
3rd & 9th Battalions Sherwood Foresters
(Notts & Derby Regiment)

8t Battalion South Staffordshire Regiment

N°425891
932 Area Employment Company Labour Corp

No25 Company, 43 Garrison Battalion Royal Fusiliers



Albert Coe was born on the 17t April 1879 in Eckington, New Whittingtion, Derbyshire to Alfred and Elizabeth Coe. He was

their 4t child, his father a Labourer.
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In 1881 Albert was aged 11 months, one of 2 children in the family home on Glass House, Whittington, his father a farm

labourer.
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An area of Glasshouse near Glasshoouse Farm, possibly where Alberts father worked.




In August 1885 Albert, aged 6, lost his mother Elizabeth. Just 3 months later in December 1885 his father remarried, Caroline

Eve.

In 1891 Albert is aged 10, one of 3 children living on Bramley Hall, Ford Lane Eckington with his father step mother and 2

siblings. His father is now working as a Coal Miner.
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In the 1901 census Albert aged 20 is not living with his father and Stepmother, he now has a number for step siblings. (he
would eventually have 5 step siblings alongside his 3 siblings) 1901 Census (without Albert) the family living on Marsh Lane .
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Between 1903 and 1913 Albert is noted in the local papers a number of times for Gaming and Drunkenness. He is note

working as a Collier living on Marsh Lane.
Derbyshire Courier 31 October 1903

Thouss Gilliver, George Henry Twigy, Frederick
Hibbert, Charles und Murk Unwin, Frauk Devoa-
port, Verdon Allen, wnd Frederick Cartwright,
wer? churged ut the Fekingten Police Court on
Monduy with gaming at piteh und toss ut Ridgway

.. L ™ -

on September 13, — Curtwright and Devonport were
fined 1s wnd cote xnd the others, who did not ap-
pear, 2s 6d uud cosis,
Charles Maullander and I.\If--.-rt
Marsh Lane, were cuch fined 1s e
similar offeuce at the sume time,

Cue,] colliers,
0 costs for a

Derbyshire Times 1st April 1905

MARSH LANE

a Marsh Lane eoliler, who pleadcd
gL a ned

;I‘-‘n h on \luvui\ for having been drank and n-
pable on the 17th March, when he was found by
gcrgt. Duncan,

s and costs by l!w P'.~huu"1 mn
Derbyshire Courier 10t June 1905

™ ECKINGTON DISTRICT DRUNKS.

A namber of personswere dealt with by the Eck™
iugton Bench oa Monduy, for being diuuk and dis-
ordecly, several of them being delinqueuts who
failed to appear ¢ the previous sessions wud for
whoseurrest warrants were then issued. The names
of the defendunts, the places aud dates of their off-
ences and the amounts they were ordered to pay,
were as follows :—Johu Skiauer, farwer, Holbeok,
Nouts., at Whicwell, on Muy 25, 5s and costs ; J

Wm Walker, on Muy 20, mt Eckington, 23 6d sua

costs ; Thos Hutchby, on May 20, 5s sod costs o
George Andorson, st Eckinetou, Ts 6d and costs ;
Joseph Lewis, st Eckiugton, 25 6d wud costs ; Thos
Joues, ut Baclbro', ou May 27, 5s snd costs ; Ac-
thur Mouks, at Clown, on May 27, 5s und costs ;

!
|
Wm Lz kiugton, on May 27, Ts 6d wod ’

costa ; at Eckiogton, on Muy 28, 7s 6d
und costs ; Wm Watson, wt Killamuesh, ou May
13, 7s 6d wnd costs ; Wm Livdley, st Whitwell,
ou May 25, 2% 6d wud costs ; Robert Clegg, st Eck-
ingtou, 5s snd costs.

In 1907 Albert aged 28, lost his father.



Derbyshire Times 27t JuIy 1907

ARSH LANE.
[Ooe,] of Mnmh Lane, was fined 10s and

day. for being drunk and disorderly at Marsh

H Lane, on June 29th.—P.c. Knight proved the
the com 7 the Eckington magistrates on Mon- ||| c88€.
Derbyshire Courier 8 June 1909
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Derbyshire Courier 4 October 1910

No Coellar on the Dog.—Summoned before
the Eckington justices on Monday, for not
having a callar oa his dog at E
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September 17th, a man named
was fined 1s. and costs, on the st
P.c. Knight.
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In 1911 Albert is living with his step mother and a bother and 2 step-siblings at 1 School Lane, Marsh Lane Eckington. He is

a Pony Driver in a Coal mine but noted ‘out of work’
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In 1913 Albert was found fighting. Derbyshire Times
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It seems Albert had a fairly unsettled youth and found himself in trouble on multiple occasions.



When war was declared on the 4t August 1914 Albert was aged 35 but like many he would be called to serve, despite being
in a relatively protected profession, Mining and being aged 35.

He wad attested in to service at Derby on the 13t February 1915 aged 36. He appears to have ‘lied’ about his age siting it
as 32 years 10 months. He was 5 foot 4 % inches with good physical development and was still living at the same address.

. J or roorults onllnlnj’dlrnl into the Regular Army on|
SHORT SERVIOE %"(" g orm B, 178a to be used for Special Reserve recruilts al

(For the Dumtion of the War.) Special Reservists enlisting Into the Regular Army.
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He was noted with multiple scars, possibly a result of his numerous fights and drunkenness and named his step-mother as
his next of kin.
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Albert was posted to the Depot of the Sherwood Foresters (SF) and then on the 25t February to the 31 (Reserve) Battalion
SF.

The 31 (Reserve) Battalion FS was a training unit and moved from Derby to Sunderland in May 1915 as part of Tyne Garrison.



On the 6t & 7t June 1915 Albert was deprived 2 days pay for absence.

Albert remained with the 3rd SF until the 14t November 1915 when he was posted to the 9t Battalion Sherwood Foresters
and the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force sailing from Liverpool the same day.
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The 9t Battalion SF had been in the Mediterranean since mid 1915, landing on the Gallipoli peninsular on the 7t August 1915
where they had suffered heavy casualties through both fighting and sickness.

Albert was almost certainly part of a reinforcing draft. He arrived in the Mediterranean on the 22nd November 1915, probably
on the island of Imbros, before transfer to the Gallipoli Peninsular.

Gallipoli
Paninsular

The 9t SF (Notts and Derby) were part of the 11t Division who’s War Diary noted a draft of 2 officers and 250 men arriving
on the 4t December 1915.
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The men on the Gallipoli peninsular were suffering terribly from the awful cold and wet awful. The 9t SF had left the trenches
of ‘D’ Section south of Jephsons Post on the 25" November and were in reserve in Lone Tree Gully when Albert potentially
joined them having landed at Suvla Bay (No war diary survives for the 9t SF)
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On the 9t December the 9t SF moved back to the ‘D’ Right trenches D48 to D53 under light shelling and sniping daily.
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Men of the 9t SF drinking water from a well, Gallipoli
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Having suffered greatly on the peninsular the decision to evacuate the allied armies were given on the 18t December, just 2
weeks after Albert had arrived. The evacuation was to be completed on the nights of the 18t 19t & 20t  December,

staggered and in silence so as not to alert the Turks. The men of the 9t SF were still in the D Right trenches and left in
batches.

Last night of the evacuation with 6 officers and 200 men of the Sherwood’s man the trenches their part of the line.
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The men were evacuated back to the island of Imbros where they remained through the end of 1915 in to 1916.

On the 29t January 1916 Albert embarked and left Imbros for Alexandria in Egypt. Two ships left Imbros on the 29t January

1916 both with ‘Details’ of the 11t Division, the transports Nestor and Seang Bee. Albert arrived in Alexandria on the 3rd
February 1916.
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Imbros Line of Communication War Diary

After 2 weeks at the rest camp, on the 18t February 1916 the 9t Sherwood Foresters with the 11t Division headed off to
man the Suez Canal defences.



Suez Canal and defences

On the 12t March 1916 the 9 SF moved to the defences at Ballah East and post K50.8. sputh of Kantara. They continued
working on the defences in the early in the morning and in the evenings avoiding the extreme mid day heat.
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After a fairly uneventful time in Suez the 9t SF with the 11t Division left Egypt for France. The battalion appears to have left
in to batches HQ with A & B Companies on the 1st July on the Transport Oriana arriving in Marseilles on the 4t entraining and
arriving at the western front on the 6. C & D companies left on the 2nd July on the transport Minnewaska arriving at Marseilles
onthe 7 and the western front around the 10t July.

Alberts records show he embarked from Alexandria on the 5% July 1916 landing at Marseilles on 10t July. If this is so he
did not sail with the rest of the 9h SF. The SS Toronto arrived in Marseille on the 10t July 1916 with 165 other ranks of the
11t Division. it is possible Albert was one of these men. From there Albert would have moved north, and possibly re-joined
the rest of the 9t SF.
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On the 20 July Albert was transferred to the 8t Battalion South Staffordshire (SS) Regiment along with 222 other men. The
8t SS were at the time at Bussus training. The 8t South Stafford’s were part fo the 51st Infantry Brigade 17t Division.
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On the 23rd July the 8t SS entrained at Hangest and travelled all night arriving on the 24th at Maricourt then marching to
bivouac near Buire where they spent the rest of the month training.
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On the 1st August 1916 the 8t SS’s marched to the trenches at Pommiers Redoubt east of Mametz taking over from 1st East
Surreys in the line. On the 2n August they men came under heavy shelling and slight shelling on the 3r¢. On the 4t they
relived the 1st KRR in Montauban Alley. The men found the trenches very clouded, spending the day working on deepening
them. on the 5t they came under intermittent shelling suffering 20 casualties.
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On the 5t August the 8t SS’s moved to Delville Wi
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On the 7t August they were ordered to stand to and spent the rest of the day taking wire and sand bags to Border Regiment
suffering 2 missing 9 wounded and 2 killed. On the 8th the battalion area was heavily shelled with 3 killed and 19 wounded.
On the 9t B Company had 2 platoons buried in their trench by shelling.

The same day they relived the Border Regimentin Delville Wood, A Company North of the Wood, C Company in the NE
corner in support in the wood B Company on the east side of the wood and D Company in Longueval Alley. The enemy
were at the north point of the wood. In the relief the 8t SS's suffered Casualties 13 killed 47 wounded and 5 missing.
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Through the 10t August there was close fighting with the enemy in the woods the 8t SS’s suffering 1 killed and 11 wounded



On the 11t August the men were relived to 1 mile SW of Fricourt and 12t back to bivouacs NE of Buire. On the 15t they
moved to Gezaincourt and 16t to Bovquemaison where they spent the 17t training before moving to Bienvillers on the
18t
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The men spent the next 6 days their time working on the trenches being relived back to billets in Bienvillers on the 27t. on
the 29t the men bathed. From the 29t to the 315t the men formed working parties attached to Royal Engineers working on
the trenches.

On the 4t September 1916 the 8t SS's relived the 7t Borders in trenches at Hannescamps again working on the trenches.
they were relived to billets at Halloy on the 11t

Hannescamps
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On the 12t September Albert was admitted to No39 General Hospital NYD (Not Yet Diagnosed) at (Le) Havre. After 6 days,
on the 18t he was transferred to Calais with Scabies, almost certainly to the Isolation Hospital there.
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After 7 weeks in the Isolation Hospital at Calais, on the 10t November 1916, Albert joined 14 IBD (Infantry Base Depot)
‘Unfit'. 14 1BD was the Baser Depot of the Sherwood Forester (Notts & Derby Regiment) located at Etaples.
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On the 13t December 1916 Albert was sent to Calais ‘P.B. to Base? .... Calais arrived ? at9 ...’ To 9 IBD (Infantry Base
Depot) P.B. was a medical classification ‘Permanent Base’ No 9 IBD was in late 1916 early 1917 located at Beaumaris
near Calais.
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Albert spent just under 1 year probably in Beaumaris or near Calais, in what capacity is not known.

On the 6 November 1917 Albert was transferred To Labour Corp with new service number 425891 and posted to No932
Area Employment (Garrison Guard) Company joining them ‘in the field’, where that was is not known.

.1'1.17Lo C.Lab.Transferred to Labour Corps wish efféct froh 6.11.17.under Authy of A.G.
P? ‘0/035 dated 23.8.17. and sllotted u lio 6.. B91.Posted to No 932 area

Employment (Garr Gd) Co.
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From the 5t to 18t February 1918 Albert was granted leave. It is not known if this was to the UK. he was still with No932
Area Employment (Garrison Guard) Company.
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On the 3rd September 1918 Albert was ‘Permanently Transferred’ to the Royal Fusiliers and posted to No43 Garrison Battalion,

No25 Company.
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3 Garrison Battalion Royal Fusiliers Formed in France in September 1918 from Garrison Guard Companies and was tasked
for duty at the 5t Army HQs. It was manned by troops who had been rated as medically unfit for front line duty.

On the 13t October he was Compulsory transferred to 859 Area Employment Company, where and in what capacity is not

known.
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It is possible Albert saw the war come to an end with 859 Area Employment Company on the 11t November 1918. He was

39 years old.

At some point Albert returned to the UK for demobilization. He was finally transferred to the Army Reserve on the 30t January

1919 in Nottingham.
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Back home, on the 18t January 1919 Albert was again up to his old tricks, arrested for gambling and improper behaviour and
fined 30 shillings. He was noted a ‘Soldier’ the arrest being just before his demobilization. Derbyshire Courier 8t February
1919.

kept watch for theee and a &all hours,
ECKINGTON GAMBLING HAID a.nfl then reded the school.
—— ; Luke Jones, miner, who had boeon before
A raad by the _police on a4 gambhlng the Court 26 tumes previously, and dud not
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of vieyvan nuaners, & iremoan, and & soldor, (| muner, .,-M JM' Charies  Madiondaer,
all of Eckington. mwmer, 27s.
Sargeant :;Jl.un?ry said that numerous || 21s.; Thomas [Marsh.] miner, 12s.; Jabo
complamis had boon made nboutl gumblers Kay, juonr., Cl aonder, and John
asseinbling at the four cross roads ot Kay, 95 each; 70 Bnm amnd Oswald
Massh Lane. Anyono who pussed by was || Coe, 7a. 6d. each. Several of the de
curecd and abuscd by the mon, Un onc Y| fendants supported the contention of John
ouo-slon the sohool was 30 stroug Owwg Malender (15 that he was not one of the
to the vpea position which Che men ook sohool, and the case mgammst him was dis-
up it was very difficult dor the police 1o ||| missed.
make a capture. On Saturday, 1% Janu I SR

For his war service Albert was awarded the 1915 Star, British War and Victory Medals.

I hereby acknowledge the receipt of the - fi6/ War Medal,
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In the 1921 Census Albert aged 41 is living at his pre- war home, 1 Marsh Lane with his step-mother and siblings /step siblings
and 2 younger relatives. He is an out of work Miner — Hewer.
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On the 29t October Albert aged 41, Oswald, his step brother aged 21 and Ralph Doxey his step-sisters husband were all
arrested after attacking a police officer. They were sentenced to 6 months hard labour and Albert fined 20 shillings for being

drunk and disorderly. Derbyshire Courier 29t October 1919
niting Police-constable 1acey Aibert {
ASSAULTS ON POLICE. {l|[Coelwas wnlso fined 08 ,,,'—r'l T
| dis rderly, P Lacey said that he heard

Dozey say “let’s do him in,” and they |

|all three came towards him and .shouted

| “Now -ou have got to go through it." They
chked him and he knooked the brothers |

| gty
M ' ' : l
i out with his trundheon 1'0.\vy ran |
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Lane were each sen-
1 need to six weeks” hard labour fas

In July 1927 Albert married Annie E Marsh. She passed away just 3 years later in 1930

In the 1939 Register Albert is living at 15 School Road Lane Marsh. He is a widower and working as a Collier Hewer Below
Ground.
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Itis possible he got married again in 1947 to Marjorie Jane H Harrison
There is no evidence Albert had any children.
Passed away November 1967 aged 88
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